
T here are some indications that Russia may be willing to discuss peace [1]. Additionally, Russia 
may now be using North Korean short range ballistic missiles against the Ukraine [2]. Another 

piece indicates North Korea will provide Russia with new types of tactical guided missiles [3].  This 
comes as Russia and India discuss increased trade and mutual development of weapons [4]. Mean-
while, Russian forces continue to escalate attacks. For instance,122 missiles were fired killing at least 
18 people [5]. In a January 7 attack, Ukraine was only able to shoot down on 18 out of the 59 missiles 
launched [6]. 

After three US service members were wounded, President Biden order retaliatory strikes against select 
Iranian-backed militia groups [7]. Meanwhile the US Navy sank three small boats belonging to 
Houthi rebels that were attacking a commercial ship in the Red Sea [8]. Off the Gulf of Oman, Iran 
seized an oil tanker [9]. The U.S. and UK struck multiple Houthi targets in Yemen [10]. Additional 
allied strikes were launched against another site during the second day [11]. 
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T he war continues to 
expand. Israel Defense 

Force (IDF) warplanes con-
ducted airstrikes against 
Hezbollah targets in Leba-
non [1].  In the Red Sea a 
cargo ship was attacked by 
Yemen’s Iran-backed 
Houthi rebels [2]. The ship 
hit was later identified as 
the Swiss-based Mediterra-
nean Shipping Co. (MSC) 
container ship, the MSC 
United VIII [3]. On Decem-
ber 30, a missile fired from 
Houthi-controlled Yemen 
hit the Dutch-owner con-
tainer ship, Maersk Hang-
zhou [4]. As a consequence, 

the Maersk shipping com-
pany has paused shipping 
through the Red Sea [5]. 

The expanded war has also 
spilled over into northern 
regions. For example, the 
IDF struck targets in Leba-
non [6]. Then, Israel was 
accused of using a drone 
strike for the assassination 
of senior Hamas leader 
Saleh Arouri in Lebanon 
[7].  
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Red Sea, Pentagon says, 
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The Cold War is over but 

Cold War thinking 

survives.—Joseph Rotblat  
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War is peace. Freedom is 

slavery. Ignorance is 

strength.—George Orwell  

I t seems that Iran is claim-
ing credit for some of the 

October 7 terror attack 
launched by Hamas against 
Israel [1]. Meanwhile, at least 
73 people were killed as a 
result of twin bomb explo-
sions near the tomb of Iranian 
general Qasem Soleimani [2]. 
Later, the Islamic State 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack [3]. 

 Elsewhere, religious based 
terrorism continues. For ex-
ample, in Africa, approximate-
ly 200 Christians were mur-
dered for sport [4]. In Paki-
stan, a roadside bomb deto-
nated killing at least 6 police 

officers assigned to anti-polio 
immunization protection [5]  
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In time of war, truth is 

always replaced by 

propaganda.—Charles 

Lindbergh  
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T here is good news on the 
economy. The US unem-

ployment rate closed the year 
at 3.7% [1]. The Consumer 
Price Index remained low but 
increased to a 3.4% rate [2]. 

The US trade deficit for No-
vember was $63.2 Billion [3]. 
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