
N orth Korea tested another intercontinental ballistic missile that was airborne for 74 minutes [1]. 
The significance, it could hit a target anywhere on Earth. The north is also threatening a nucle-

ar first strike in protest to an American submarine visit to South Korea [2]. For its part, South Korea 
is developing a 3,000 KM range ballistic missile that carries a 8 ton warhead [3]. While the missile is 
supposed to be conventional, it has the capacity to carry nuclear warheads. Meanwhile, China is con-
structing a new type 054B frigates that is larger than its replacement [4]. 

During the 17th century, the world experienced a little ice age. Science has suggested the cause was 
due to low sunspot activity [5]. Since the beginning of July through the second week, sunspot activity 
has been unusually extreme [6,7]. Concurrently, record temperatures were seen on the North Ameri-
can, European, and Asian contents [8]. Some have blamed Climate change and El Niño for the record 
temperatures [9]. The question here is how much is the unusually active sun contributing to tempera-
ture increases? 
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T he war moved closer to 
toward nuclear con-

flict. Case in point, the 
Wagner Group, during its 
failed coup attempt, tried 
to secure backpack sized 
nuclear devices [1]. Had 
they been successful, they 
might have been able to 
start a nuclear war all by 
themselves. 

Meanwhile, following an 
attack on the bridge con-
necting the Crimea with 
Russia, Russian forces 
launched drone attacks 
against the Ukrainian port 
city of Odessa [2]. Addition-
ally, Ukrainian forces de-

stroyed an ammunition 
depot located in Russian 
occupied Crimea [3]. 

The cost of the war is slowly 
wearing down Ukrainian 
forces. For instance, on 
average the Ukrainian forc-
es are losing 4-5 people for 
a few hundred feet of gain 
[4].  

The war continues to in-
clude targets within Russia. 
For instance, Russia claims 
it shot down a Ukrainian 
missile over the city of Ta-
ganrog [5]. Separately, there 
are reports of a large explo-
sion in the city’s center [6]. 
Them at least one drone 

struck a non-residential 
office building in Moscow 
[7]. 

The cost of the war is help-
ing some countries. For 
example, North Korea is 
selling poor quality missiles 
to the Ukraine [8]. 

Another report indicates 
around 100 Wagner Group 
mercenaries were seen mov-
ing toward the Polish bor-
der [9]. There is fear they 
could pose as migrants and 
slip across the border into 
Poland [10]. 
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The happiness of society is 

the end of government.—

John Adams  
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Men willingly believe what 

they wish.—Julius Caesar 

C hina has one of the 
toughest gun control 

laws anywhere [1]. However, 
this did not stop a knife wield-
ing man from attacking a kin-
dergarten, killing six [2]. 

It is not uncommon for feud-
ing Mexican drug cartels to 
block roads leading into the 
US [3]. However, we are now 
starting to see terrorist tactics 
used in the middle east. For 
example, in the West Mexican 
township of Tlajomulco, a 
drug cartel set off a coordinat-
ed series of seven roadway 
bombs, killing at least four 
police officers [4]. 

In Auckland, New Zealand, a 
man armed with a pump shot-
gun went on a shooting spree, 
killing two people [5]. A mo-
tive is still not known. 
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Remember upon the 

conduct of each depends 

the fate of all.—Alexander 

the Great 
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T he Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) inflation metric for 

June continued to cool with a 
year-to-year rate of 3% [1]. 
Meanwhile, the Fed increased 
the interest rates by 0.25% [2]. 

Overall. The economy looks 
okay. Case in point, the Gross 
Domestic Product grew at a 
2.4% rate for the second quar-
ter [3]. 

1. Mutikani, Lucia, Reuters, 
US economy shifts into 
disinflation mode; con-
sumer prices rise modest-

ly, July 12, 2023.  

2. Cox, Jeff, CNBC, Fed 
approves hike that takes 
interest rates to highest level 
in more than 22 years, July 
26, 2023. 

3. Ivanova, Irina, CBS 
News, What recession? 
Latest GDP data shows 
economy is holding firm, 
July 27, 2023.  


