
I n the Sudan, war is causing foreigners to flee the country [1]. Meanwhile, the US is evacuating 
American citizens still in country [2]. On a positive note, the warring parties are meeting for face-to-

face negotiations [3]. 

Iranian forces seized a U.S.-bound oil tanker in the Gulf of Oman [4]. Then, Iran's paramilitary Revo-
lutionary Guard seized a Panamanian-flagged oil tanker in the Strait of Hormuz [5]. This comes as 
estimates indicate Iran has enough Uranium to construct 5 nuclear weapons [6]. 

The World Health Organization has declared an end to the COVID-19 emergency [7]. In the US, the 
COVID-19 emergency expires on May 11 [8]. Consequently, COVID-19 requirements for travelers 
will be lifted on May 11 [9]. The JHU Coronavirus Resource Center stopped recording COVID-19 
related US deaths on March 10, when the number dead was 1,123,836 [10].  

Regarding the origin of COVID-19, a US Senate report indicates two separate lab leaks may have 
been the source of the virus [11]. Moreover, it appears the US funded gain of function research at the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology prior to the COVID-19 outbreak [12]. Concurrently, another research 
paper suggested the origin was racoon dogs located at the wet market in Wuhan, China [13]. Howev-
er, this finding was contradicted by researchers that examined the source data [14].  

1. Winsor, Morgan, ABC News, Sudan conflict sparks mass exodus of foreigners as locals remain trapped in 
crossfire, April 14, 2023.  
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A fter Russia invaded 
the Ukraine, Presi-

dent Biden imposed eco-
nomic sanctions against 
Russia [1]. Now well into 
the second year of conflict, 
it appears the sanctions are 
being bypassed. Case in 
point, it appears that China 
and India are purchasing 
Russian oil and selling it to 
the West [2]. So, Russia 
continues to sell its oil 
while the West pays for it 
by enriching China and 
India.  

The use of drones is a fac-
tor in the conflict. For in-
stance, a Ukrainian drone 
strike hit a fuel storage 
facility in the Crimean port 
of Sevastopol [3]. In anoth-
er example, Russia has ac-
cused the Ukraine of using 
two drones in a failed at-
tack on the Kremlin [4]. 
Russia has declared the 
attack an assassination at-
tempt targeting their Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin [5]. In 
response, Ukraine officials 
deny they claim [6]. In sum-

mary, the drone attacks 
have ratchetted up the war 
[7]. 
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Ukraine War 

Wars spring from unseen 

and generally insignificant 

causes, the first outbreak 

being often but an 

explosion of anger.—

Thucydides 
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A bad peace is even worse 

than war.—Tacitus 

S ince the US withdrew 
from Afghanistan, there 

has been conflict between the 
Taliban and Islamic State (IS). 
Case in point, the IS leader of 
the suicide attack that killed 
13 America servicemen was 
killed in an exchange with the 
Taliban [1].  

A mass shooting in Texas 
illustrates how an illegal alien 
can enter the US, get firearms, 
and practice shooting in resi-
dential neighborhoods with 
impunity [2]. The shooter was 
arrested less than 20 miles 
from the crime scene [3]. 
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The most successful war 

seldom pays for its losses.--

Thomas Jefferson 
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T he US banking sector 
continues along a rocky 

road. For instance, last 
month, the First Republic 
Bank survived when 11 banks 
deposited $30 billion into 
troubled financial institution 
[1]. Now, the bank reported it 
lost 40% of deposits during 
the first quarter and its stock 
was under renewed pressure 
[2]. Then the First Republic 
bank was seized by regulators 
and taken over by JP Morgan 
[3]. This is the third large 
bank (after Silicon Valley 
Bank and Signature) to fail in 
under two months [4]. 

The Commerce Department 
reported the US trade deficit 
for March was $84.6 billion 
[5]. The Commerce Depart-
ment also reported the Gross 
Domestic Product for the first 
quarter was at a rate of 1.1% 
[6]. In contrast, China’s rate 
of increase was 4.5% [7].  

Meanwhile the Federal Re-
serve increased interest rates 
by 0.25% [8]. Finally, the un-
employment rate for April was 
3.4% [9]. 
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