
T ension between the US and China continues to escalate. Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang 
warned the US, conflict is inevitable unless Washington changes course [1]. Meanwhile, China 

threatened the US with unspecified consequences following the US Navy warship, USS Milius, oper-
ating in the South China Sea [2]. This comes as Russia is reportedly providing uranium to China for 
its reactors used to make nuclear weapons [3]. 

Meanwhile, North Korean forces launched another intercontinental ballistic missile on March 16 [4]. 
The North also tested a nuclear-capable underwater attack drone [5]. 

Once again, military action in Syria is heating up. A US base was struck by an Iranian drone, resulting 
in the death of one American contractor [6]. In response, the US launched airstrikes against Iranian-
affiliated targets in Syria [7]. Then there was a missile attack directed against a US base [8]. The Irani-
an affiliated response included attacks at a second US base [9]. Finally, Syria's President Bashar al-
Assad condemned the US raid [10]. 
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T he Nord Stream explo-
sions have become a 

highly sensitive geopolitical 
issue [1]. A new report sug-
gests the Nord Stream pipe-
line attack was carried out 
by a pro-Ukrainian group 
[2]. However, Germany is 
advising caution over the 
new report [3]. Finally, 
there are some asking if the 
US raised a false flag to 
divert attention from its 
actions [4]. 

Reports suggest the war is 
not going well for Russia. 

Case in point, during Sen-
ate testimony, Director of 
National Intelligence Avril 
Haines claimed that for the 
remainder of this year, Rus-
sia lacks the men and mate-
rial to take any significate 
territory in the Ukraine [5]. 

The Ukraine war continues 
to inch the world closer to 
nuclear confrontation. For 
instance, Russian President 
Putin is reported to deploy 
nuclear weapons in Belarus 
[6]. This will be the first 
time since the mid-1990’s 

that Russia has stationed 
tactical nuclear weapons 
outside of Russia [7]. 
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A clear lesson of history is 

that a 'sine qua non' for 

sustained economic 

recovery following a 

financial crisis is a 

thoroughgoing repair of the 

financial system.—Janet 

Yellen 
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Vladimir Putin uses energy 

to hold our allies hostage. 

If energy is going to be 

used as a weapon, I say 

America must have the 

largest arsenal.—Rick Perry 

T errorism directed at reli-
gions continues. For 

instance, in Hamburg, Germa-
ny, at least 7 people died dur-
ing a mass shooting at a Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses Kingdom Hall 
[1].  

In Afghanistan, an Islamic 
State (IS) suicide bomber 
killed Taliban governor of 
Afghanistan's northern Balkh 
province [2]. Elsewhere, the 
Taliban claims to have killed 
three Islamic State fighters 
during a Kabul raid [3].  

The IS continues active terror-
ism in Syria. For example, at 
least 15 bodies of people kid-
napped by the IS were found 
[4]. 
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O n March 9, SVB Finan-
cial Group’s stock 

plunged 60% [1]. In just 48 
hours, the Silicon Valley Bank 
(SVB) collapsed with the 
FDIC named receiver on 
March 10 [2]. The SVB was 
the second largest bank failure 
in the US [3]. Then on March 
12, the Signature Bank in 
New York was shuttered [4]. 
The Signature Bank became 
the third largest bank failure 
to date [5]. In a further sign of 
bank weaknesses, on March 
16, the First Republic Bank 
received a $30 billion lifeline 
from group of larger banks [6]. 

The February unemployment 
rate was 3.6% [7]. Then on 
March 22, the Fed lifted its 
benchmark federal funds rate 
by a quarter of a percentage 
point [8].  
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