
T he Ukrainian war received some bad news. The White House warned it will be out of funds for 
supporting the Ukraine be the end of this year [1]. One report indicates that the Ukraine is al-

ready running out of artillery shells [2]. In contrast, Russia continues to launch large scale drone at-
tacks against the Ukrainian capital [3]. Finally, one estimate suggests the number of Ukrainian sol-
diers killed exceeds 150,000 [4]. 

In Asia, the increasing threat from China and North Korea are causing more consideration of nuclear 
weapons. For example, Japan may find it necessary to develop its own nuclear arsenal [5]. Moreover, 
South Korea favors having its own nuclear weapons [6]. This comes as North Korea’s second nuclear 
reactor, capable of producing plutonium, appears online [7]. 

Meanwhile, China continues to exert military pressure. For instance, China’s Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi says they will maintain military pressure on the Philippines [8]. Perhaps preparing for the worse, 
the US is reclaiming the airfield on the island of Tinian, located in the Northern Mariana Islands [9].  

It appears combat at sea is continuing to expand. Case in point, Iran appears to have used an un-
manned aerial vehicle and successfully attacked a ship off the Indian coast [10]. The ship hit was the 
Chem Pluto, a Liberia-flagged, Japanese-owned, and Netherlands-operated chemical tanker [11]. This 
comes as Iran is threatening to close the Mediterranean Sea [5].  
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T he war continues to 
expand. For example, 

Syria claims to have shot 
down some missiles 
launched by Israel that were 
fired against targets near 
Damascus [1]. Additionally, 
three commercial ships 
were attacked in the Red 
sea [2]. In another incident, 
a land launched cruise mis-
sile struck a commercial 
ship causing a fire [3]. Then 
on December 15, another 
ballistic missile hit a cargo 
ship again starting a fire [4]. 
The Houthis rebels contin-
ued to launch attacks that 
American and British war-

ships shot down [5]. While 
the Houthi rebels targets 
ships, including American 
warships, in the Red Sea, 
the US is reluctant to strike 
back [6]. What’s more, 
there are indications that 
an Iranian spy ship is help-
ing the Houthi’s direct 
their attacks [7]. Perhaps 
this will change if a US 
warship is lost. 

The Houthi are not the 
only Iranian proxies attack-
ing Americans. For exam-
ple, the US Embassy in Iraq 
was attacked by forces using 
mortars [8]. This comes as 
attacks from Hezbollah 

continue in the northern 
part of Israel [9,10]. At least 
one Israeli soldier was 
killed in the cross-border 
attacks [11].  

1. Fabian, Emanuel, 
Times of Israel, Syria 
says air defenses hit 
‘enemy targets’ amid 
alleged IAF strikes near 
Damascus, December 
11, 2023.  

2. Gambrell, Jon, ABC 
News/AP, Pentagon: 
US warship, multiple 
commercial ships have 
come under attack in the 

(Continued on page 2) 

(Continued on page 2) 

Inside this issue: 

Terrorism 3 

Economy 4 

  



Page 2 Volume 16 issue 18 

Red Sea, December 3, 
2023.  
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War is a contagion.—

Franklin D. Roosevelt  
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In time of war the laws 

are silent.—Marcus Tullius 

Cicero  

I n Pakistan, a suicide bomb-
er attacked a police station 

killing at least 23 people [1]. 
In South-East Iran, gunmen 
attacked a police station, kill-
ing at least 11 people [2]. 

Meanwhile, India is still con-
fronted with religious rebels. 
For instance, in the Kashmir, 
at least 4 Indian soldiers died 
in a rebel ambush [3]. 

In Africa, the Red-Tabara 
rebel group killed over 20 
people in western Burundi [4]. 
This comes as France com-
pletes withdrawing from Niger 
[5]. 
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He belonged to that army 

known as invincible in 

peace, invisible in war.—

William Tecumseh 

Sherman  
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T here is good news on the 
economy. The US unem-

ployment rate fell to 3.7% [1]. 
Meanwhile the Consumer 
Price Index fell to a 3.1% 
annual rate [2]. 

On December 13, the Federal 
Reserve decided to hold inter-
est rates steady [3]. As a conse-
quence, the DJIA stock index 
closed at a record high [4]. 
The record setting continued 
to December 14 [5]. 
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