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World News

fter three years of COVID isolation, China has finally opened its borders [1]. However, the true

scope of the virus damage remains unclear. For instance, on January 10, the Johns Hopkins
Coronavirus database indicated only 17,661 deaths [2]. In Contrast, the number of COVID deaths in
the United States was 1,096,751 [3]. So, has China been successful in containing the virus or is the
scope of China’s problem not correct! One piece suggests that in China's third most populous prov-
ince, Henan, 90% of the population is infected with the virus [4]. Then there are reports that many
hospitals are full, crematories are operating at capacity, and China has changed how it reports
COVID deaths [5]. Next, on January 14, China announced nearly 60,000 people died of COVID
between December 8 and January 12 [6]. Even with the higher number, reports indicates doctors are
discouraged from reporting COVID [7]. Finally, January 22 marks the Chinese New Year and there
are fears this holiday will be a COVID super spreader [8].

Meanwhile, Reports indicate China is using Mexico to flood the US with deadly Fentanyl [9]. This
comes as China is expanding its source of Plutonium. Case in point, China is brining fast breeder

reactors online that each can produce 200 Kg of Plutonium per year, enough for 50 nuclear warheads

(10].

Elsewhere in Asia, North Korea is estimated to have a nuclear stockpile numbering 80 weapons [11].
In response, South Korea is considering developing its own nuclear weapons [12].
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he war continues to be

costly for Russia. Case
in point, between 63 and
400 soldiers were killed in a
Ukraine missile attack [1].
In response to losses in the
Ukraine, one report indi-
cates Russia will mobilize
500,000 more troops [2].

The war in the Ukraine is
causing the US to depleted
its stockpile of weapons and
munitions. This has result-
ed in a dangerously low
stockpile of US weapons
[3]. What’s more, the deple-

Ukraine War

tions are expanding to loca-
tions overseas. For example,
weapons from South Korea
were diverted [3]. Then US
munition stockpiles in Isra-
el were sent to the Ukraine

[4]. This can negatively

impact military operational

readiness at a time when

China is expanding its mili-

tary capabilities.
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A world without nuclear
weapons would be less
stable and more dangerous
for all of us.—Margaret

Thatcher
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The lesson of the Cold
War is that against
nuclear weapons, only
nuclear weapons can hold
the peace.—Chung Mong

joon
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n Kabul, Afghanistan, a

bomb exploded killing and
wounding several people [1].
In the contested Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri district
north of India, at least 4 peo-
ple were killed by gunmen
during a terrorist attack [2].
In Somalia, the al-Qaeda
linked group al-Shabab
claimed responsibility for
bombing attacks that killed at
least 35 people [3]. In Kabul
the Islamic State (IS) claimed
responsibility for an attack
that killed at least 5 people
[4]. In Paris, a man with a
knife wounded six people at a
busy train station [5]. In the
Democratic Republic of Con-
go, a bomb attack at a Pente-
costal church in Kasindi killed
at least 17 people [6].

Terrorism is not limited to
overseas. Case in point, on
New Year’s Eve, an alleged
pro-Jihadist terrorist with a

Terrorism

machete wounded three po-
lice officers [7].
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he economy remains

strong. The unemploy-
ment rate for December fell to
3.5% [1]. What's more, the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
fell to 6.5% [2].

Meanwhile, large tech compa-
ny layoffs are making the
news. During the last year,
and estimated 70,000 were
laid off [3].

The US debt reached its $31
trillion celling [4]. As a conse-
quence, Speaker of the House,
McCarthy and President
Biden will meet to discuss
approaches to the debt ceiling
[5].
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No one gives a damn what
Iran thinks on any
significant issue. The only
reason [ran is at the big
boys' table is because of
their nuclear weapons

program.—Jim Mattis
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