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he Chinese military continues to expand. For instance, China now leads the US nuclear arsenal

in some areas [1]. Meanwhile, China ‘s military continues its aggressive behavior. For example,
China and Indian forces clashed on the eastern tip of India [2]. This comes as India test fired a nucle-
ar capable missile with a range of 3,300 miles [3]. Additionally, China’s air force continues to probe
Taiwan air defenses [4]. One consequence is that Japan is now committed to offensive first strike

weapons [5]. Concurrently, Japan is reversing its approach and is instead embracing nuclear energy
(6,7]. This should provide Japan with additional plutonium should it decides to develop nuclear

weapons [8].

China is also experiencing a surge in COVID-19 cases. This is because the communist leadership
decision to relax COVID quarantine policy [9]. One report indicates some hospitals are full and turn-
ing away more patients [10]. Moreover, there are reports that China is not sharing the latest COVID
information with the World Health Organization [11].

On December 18, North Korea launched two ballistic missiles capable of hitting Japan [12]. The
North also claimed they tested a spy satellite releasing low quality images of South Korea [13]. Then
on December 23, the North fired two additional ballistic missiles [14]. The North also launched
drones into South Korean airspace [15]. On December 31, North Korea launched three ballistic mis-
siles [16]. During 2022, the North fired over 70 ballistic missiles and is committed to expanding its

nuclear arsenal [17].

Once again, the US critical infrastructure came under attack. For example, in Washington State, four
electrical substations were damaged resulting in over 10,000 people without power [18].

1. Gertz, Bill, Washington Times, China nuclear force exceeds U.S. arsenal in some areas, Strategic Com-

mand warns, December 8, 2022.

he Chinese President,

Xi, is advising Russia
to have talks with the
Ukraine [1]. What's more,
Russian President Putin
said he wants to end the
war in the Ukraine [2]. In
contrast, the US is prepar-
ing to ship more advanced

weapons to the Ukraine [3].

Meanwhile, North Korea is
believed to be providing
Russia with military aid [4].
While Russian forces con-
tinue to attack targets in

the Ukraine, there are indi-

Ukraine War

cations that they are build-
ing strength within Belarus
[5]. Another report suggests
Russian electronic warfare
is becoming more effective
against Ukrainian drones

[6].

There are indications that
the war in the Ukraine is
closer to expanding. Case
in point, a Ukrainian air
defense missile was shot
down over Russian ally,
Belarus [7]. This has caused
increased tension between
Belarus and the Ukraine

(Continued on page 2)

(8].

We can expect the war will
continue well into 2023.
For example, prior to and
flowing the new year’s cele-
brations, Russian attacks
hit Ukrainian targets [9].
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Tells Russia’s Medvedev
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The New Year is probably

the biggest celebration in
Russia.—Alexander

Qwechkin
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The tiger springs in the
new year. Us he devours.~

T. S. Eliot
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Terrorism continues to be
problematic overseas. In
Afghanistan, a hotel in Kabul,
used by Chinese citizens, was
the target of a terrorist attack
[1]. Pakistan’s Taliban seized a
police center taking a number
of hostages [2]. A roadside
bomb exploded in Turkey
injuring 8 police officers [3].
In Egypt, the Islamic State
claimed responsibility for an
attack that left 4 police offic-
ers dead [4].

The impact of the porous
Southern border includes the
volume of illicit drugs enter-
ing the US. For instance, the
Drug Enforcement Agency
(DEA) in 2022 has seized
enough Fentanyl to kill every
American [5]. Moreover, the
CDC reports over 106 thou-
sand drug overdose deaths
during 2021 [6]. Some of the
drugs are entering the US by
the illegal aliens walking
across the border [7]. Mean-
while, the Federal Govern-
ment is forcing states to back
away from border enforce-

Terrorism

ment. Case in Point, in Arizo-
na, the state is now required
to dismantle a container wall
along the border by January 4
[8]. If drug carrying illegals
can enter the US, what pre-
vents terrorists from following
the same approach?
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he Consumer Price Index

(CPI) was 7.1% from a
year ago [1]. This suggests the
trend is moving toward less
inflation as shown in the
graph below. Nevertheless, the
Fed raised the federal funds
interest rates by 0.5%, its
highest since December 2007
(2].

Another measure of economic
growth is the stock market. By
this measure, 2022 was a bad
year. For example, the three
major indexes were down with
losses mot seen since 2008 [3].
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Our failure to properly
deal with Germany and
Japan early cost the world
dearly later on. We dare
not make the same
mistake with China.—Steve

Forbes
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