
T he US critical infrastructure is vulnerable to terrorist attacks. Case in point, in North Carolina, 
two power substations were shot causing over 40,000 people to lose power [1]. The Federal Bu-

reau of Investigation (FBI) has joined into the criminal investigation [2].  Additionally, the county 
impacted is under a state of emergency that includes a curfew [3]. What’s more, there are indications 
of similar attack in Oregon and Washington (state) [4]. A question here is how many power distribu-
tion locations in the US are vulnerable to the same types of attack? 

Meanwhile, the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, stated he plans to become the world’s largest 
nuclear power [5]. Regionally, China does not appear to be interested in slowing the North Korean 
nuclear weapons program [6]. Adding to regional tension, the North fired artillery near the border [7]. 
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T he attacks in the 
Ukraine have come 

close to the Russian occu-
pied Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant [1]. The head 
of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
warned of the potential 
nuclear risk [2]. In an esca-
lation of the war, Ukraine 
forces struck multiple Rus-
sian air bases located 300 
miles from the border [3]. 
The next day, additional 
attacks hit other targets 
within Russia [4]. As the 
war continues, Russian 
President Putin warned his 
forces may be the first to 
use nuclear weapons [5]. 

By one estimate, the 
Ukraine has lost 100,000 
war fighters and 20,000 
civilians [6]. This comes as 
the Ukraine government 
claims only 13,000 dead [7]. 

Meanwhile, Russian forces 
are continuing to attack the 
Ukraine using drones. For 
instance, drone attacks 
were carried out against the 
port city of Odessa [8]. Iran 
is supplying Russia with 
many of its drones [9]. Ad-
ditionally, Russia is seeking 
hundreds of ballistic mis-
siles from Iran [10]. There 
are indications that Russian 
and Iran are becoming full 
defense partners [11].  

It appears that Russia is 
attacking the Ukraine pow-
er grid [12]. While the dam-
age is being patched, there 
are fears of a mass exodus 
of people as winter ap-
proaches [13].  
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Ukraine War 

I think we're going to the 

moon because it's in the 

nature of the human being 

to face challenges. It's by 

the nature of his deep 

inner soul... we're required 

to do these things just as 

salmon swim upstream.—

Neil Armstrong  
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Truth is ever to be found 

in simplicity, and not in 

the multiplicity and 

confusion of things.—Isaac 

Newton 

D uring October, 40 peo-
ple on the FBI terror 

watch list were apprehended 
trying to cross the Southern 
Border [1]. It is unknown how 
many terrorists may have en-
tered the US without detec-
tion. It only takes one terrorist 
to make headline news. Con-
sider, the United States has 
experienced domestic terror-
ism. For example, in Colora-
do, a lone gunman opened 
fire in a gay nightclub killing 
at least 5 people [2]. In Chesa-
peake, Virginia, at least 6 peo-
ple were killed during a 
shootout [3]. The suspect in 
the Walmart shooting was a 
supervisor employed by the 
store [4]. 

The US is not the only West-
ern country confronting do-
mestic terrorism. Case in 
point, in Germany, 25 people 
were arrested in a plot to take 
over the Government [5]. 

The Middle-East continues to 
see acts of terrorism. For ex-
ample, in Jerusalem, Israel, at 
least one person died as a 
result of two bombings [6].  

In Pakistan. At least 4 people 
were killed by a suicide bomb-
er [7]. In response, Pakistan is 
demanding the Afghanistan 
government to stop the flow 

of terrorists [8]. 

1. Martinez, MaryAnn, New 
York Post, 40 people on 
FBI terror watchlist appre-
hended at US borders in 
October, November 22, 
2022.  

2. Ahn, Ashley, and Kim, 
Juliana, NPR, What we 
know so far about the Colo-
rado Springs shooting, No-
vember 21, 2022.   

3. Casiano, Louis, Fox 
News, Virginia police re-
lease timeline of Walmart 
rampage, trying to determine 
motive of suspected gunman 
Andre Bing, November 23, 
2022.  

4. Alvarado, Caroll, and 
Devine, Curt, CNN, 
Coworkers say Walmart 
shooter had exhibited odd 
and threatening behavior in 
the past, November 23, 
2022. 

5. Mahmood, Zahid, and 
Stern, Chris, CNN, Ger-
many arrests 25 suspected 
far-right extremists for plot-
ting to overthrow govern-
ment, December 7, 2022.  

6. Gold, Hadas, and Stam-
baugh, Alex, CNN, One 
person dead after two explo-
sions rock Jerusalem, Israeli 

Terrorism 
police say, November 23, 
2022.  

7. Sattar, Abdul, and Ah-
med, Munir, Washington 
Times/AP, 4 dead as 
bomber hits Pakistan police 
protecting polio teams, De-
cember 2, 2022.  

8. Fox News/AP, Pakistan 
demands Taliban rulers 
prevent terrorist attacks 
coming from Afghanistan 
following suicide bombing, 
December 2, 2022.  

 

 

 



 Page 4 In the News 

Errors using inadequate 

data are much less than 

those using no data at all.

—Charles Babbage  
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I t seems China’s economy 
will be the victim of a self-

inflicted wound. Case in 
point, the communist giant 
continues to lock down areas 
where COVID outbreaks are 
detected [1]. The COVID 
lockdowns are impacting the 
Chinese Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) [2]. In turn, 
this is causing fear of a global 
economic impact [3]. For in-
stance, the unrest is causing 
oil process to fall to 2021 
levels [4]. Furthermore, China 
just recorded the weakest ex-
port value in over two years 
[5]. 

The COVID lockdowns in 
China are also fueling rare 
protests against the com-
munist government [6]. As a 
consequence, the communist 
government announced plans 
to relax the strict COVID 
protocols [7]. 

Meanwhile, President Biden is 
allowing Chevron a license to 
pump oil in Venezuela [8]. 

This should ease oil prices and 
thereby help moderate infla-
tion. This comes as the unem-
ployment rate for November 
remained at 3.7% [9]. 
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