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Iran announced its Natanz site nuclear facility was subjected to a nuclear terrorism and sabotage
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cyber-attack [1]. The first indication of the attack was a blackout at the facility [2]. Then a missile

was fired from Syria deep into Israel, near a nuclear reactor [3]. In response Israel hit sites in Syria [4].
Meanwhile, President Biden is trying to renegotiate a nuclear deal with Iran [5]. As a reminder, an
Israel official pointed out its warplanes were within range of Iran [6]. What's more, three Iranian ves-
sels were given a warning shot after closing in on a US patrol boat [7].
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In Asia, China continues to use its military to pressure other countries. China issued a landform
survey report on the Senkaku Islands and claims to be exercising military restraint [8]. Meanwhile,
China commissioned three warships on one day; a 10,000-ton Type 055 cruiser, a 35,000-ton type
075 amphibious helicopter carrier, and a Type 094 nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine [9].
China is also suspected in cyber-attacks directed at a number of Japanese aerospace companies [10].
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orld-wide, the num-

ber of dead tied to
COVID-19 passed the 3
million mark [1]. One of
the leaders in manufactur-
ing COVID-19 vaccines is
China [2]. However, it ap-
pears that the Chinese vac-
cine is not very effective [3].
Following news of the poor
performance, China is now
involved in damage control

4].

Meanwhile, one report
indicates that China has
been involved with a disin-

formation campaign regard-

ing the origin of the virus

Wuhan Coronavirus

[5]. For instance, Chinese
media continues to blame a
US military lab for the virus
[6]. What we can infer is
that China believes it will
be shown that COVID-19
was an engineered patho-
gen. The disinformation
campaign appears to be
designed to shift the blame
elsewhere.

The virus has a way to go
before world-wide contain-
ment. For instance, India is
now being ravaged by the
virus [7]. For instance, dur-
ing the last 24 hours of this
newsletter reporting period,
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India had 3,689 deaths and
over 400,000 new reported
cases of COVID-19 [8].
Similarly, in Brazil, the
number of dead tied to
COVID-19 has passed
400,000 [9].
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Passivity is fatal to us.
Our goal is to make the
enemy passive.—Mao

Zedong
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t is not just guns and

bombs that are used by
terrorists. For instance, in
France, a police officer was
killed during a terrorist knife
attack [1].

In the US,; there is an ongoing
discussion for ways to make
prosecution easier under do-
mestic terrorism law [2]. This
may lead the Justice Depart-
ment to ask Congress to ad-
dress law enforcement needs
via new law [3]. Should such
action make it through Con-
gress, it will likely involve
addressing the numerous riots
currently seen throughout the

US.

For instance, one American
city plagued with riots is Port-
land, Oregon. With the riot-
ing comes vandalism, arson,
and looting. This includes
looting of museums [4]. Addi-
tionally, the riots are becom-
ing more violent [5]. Case in
point, for nearly a year, the
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Portland mayor has appeased
the Antifa rioters only to have
them turn on him [6]. This
comes as the FBI looks into a
death threat by Antifa against
the mayor of Portland [7]. As
a final note, on the last night
of this newsletter reporting
period, police declared yet
another riot in downtown

Portland [8].
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he stock markets contin-

ued to advance into rec-
ord territory. On April 15, the
DJIA closed above 34,000 for
the first time and the S&P
500 closed at a new record
high [1]. The two indexes
continued into record highs
again on April 16 [2]. Then,
April 29 saw the S&P 500
close at a new record high [3].

However, the economy as
measured by the number of
first time unemployment
claims remains weak. For the
week ending April 10, the
number of first time unem-
ployment claims was 576,000
[4]. For the week ending April
17, the number reported was
547,000 [5]. Finally, for the
week ending April 24, the
number reported was 553,000
[6].

While the US continues to
recover from the COVID

economic impact, China is
rapidly expanding. Case in
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point, for the first quarter
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), China grew at a 19%
rate [7]. In contrast, the US
grew at a 6.4% GDP growth
rate [8].
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A man's greatest joy is
crushing his enemies.—

Genghis Khan
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