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O n January 6, during a pro-Trump protest, the US Capitol building was seized [1]. The last time
something similar occurred was in 1954. At that time, four Puerto Rican nationalists open fire
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in the House of Representatives wounding five lawmakers in the attack [2]. In response, the Demo-

cratic controlled House of Representatives impeached President Trump for a second time [3]. Storm-
ing of property, looting, destruction, and the like should not be condoned under any circumstance.

Compare this with the riots six months prior. In late May, 2020, there were BLM riots directed
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against the White House with barricades knocked down and altercations with police [4]. The press

reported President Trump was kept in the White House bunker as the riots raged [5]. The press down-
played these riots. For example, one article starts: “Largely peaceful protesters near the White

House.” [6]. Indeed, Speaker Pelosi Criticized President Trump for using the National Guard to pro-
tect the White House [7]. Moreover, the rioters were rewarded by the mayor of D.C. with the renam-
ing of Black Lives Matter Plaza to include large yellow letters, all within proximity of the White House
[8]. Now, as a consequence of the Capitol Building seize, there will now be over 20,000 troops guard-
ing the inauguration [9]. The question here is did the encouragement afforded the BLM riots set the
stage for the January 6 Capitol siege?

The big tech companies, Google, Amazon, and Apple, all banded together to ban the social media
application Parlor because they did not agree with the content exchanges [10]. As a consequence, we
can expect that there will be efforts to break up these monopolies much like the AT&T breakup back
in 1984 [11]. The market Cap for each of the three tech giants (AAPL, GOOG, and AMZN) exceed

one Trillion dollars. In all likelihood, at some point in the future, the actions of the tech monopolies

stifling their competition will have future consequences.

Finally, some are now questioning China’s purpose in rapidly expanding its nuclear forces [12]. This

comes as China expands a naval base in the South China Sea [13].

In China, a citizen jour-
nalist who reported on
crowded hospitals in Wu-
han was sentenced to four
years imprisonment for
“picking quarrels and pro-
voking trouble” [1]. What's
more, China is clamping
down on those trying to
uncover the source of the
Coronavirus [2]. However,

the World Health Organiza-

tion will start a probe in
Wuhan to try and deter-
mine the source of the virus
[3]. Perhaps this is the rea-

Wuhan Coronavirus

son China has eliminated
over 300 papers describing
their bat virus research [4].
That papers on research
into coronaviruses would
be scrubbed suggests China
has something they do not
want exposed. Moreover,
the Department of State
claims to have evidence of a
flu like outbreak at the
Wuhan Institute of Virolo-
gy prior to the general out-

break [5].

In another curiosity, China
is vaccinating people under
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the age of 59, leaving sen-
iors unprotected [6]. How-
ever, a COVID-19 vaccine
developed by China's Sino-
vac was found to be only
50.4% effective in Brazilian
clinical trials [7]. This
comes as one report indi-
cates ice cream exported
from China was found to
be contaminated with the
coronavirus [8].

Elsewhere, the Coronavirus
continues to exact a toll.
For instance, in Japan, a
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Dow, Nasdaq, and S&P 500 close
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Social Media App Parler



Fraud really thrives in
moments of great social
change and transition.
We're in the midst of a
technological revolution.
That gives con artists huge
opportunities. People lose

their frame of reference for

what can and can't be real.

—Maria Konnikova
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state of emergency was de-
clared for the capital because

of increases in COVID-19 [9].
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The interval between the
decay of the old and the
formation and
establishment of the new
constitutes a period of
transition which must
always necessarily be one
of uncertainty, confusion,
error, and wild and fierce
fanaticism.—John C.

Calhoun
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hat began as terrorist

attacks in Yemen has
escalated into a regional con-
flict. Case in point, at least 22
people were killed at the Aden
airport after a plane landed
with members of the newly
formed Government [1].

In Pakistan, the Islamic State
(IS) claimed responsibility for
killing 11 miners [2]. In Cam-
eroon, a female Boko Harem
suicide bomber killed at least

13 people in the predominant-

ly Christian village of Mozogo

located in the Far North Re-

gion [3].
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he economy as measured

by unemployment claims
remained dismal. For the
week ending December 26,
the number of first time un-
employment claims reported
by the Department of Labor
was 787,000 [1]. For the week
ending January 2, the number
reported was 787,000 [2].
Finally, for the week ending
January 9, the number report-

ed was 965,000 [3].

On January 6, while rioters
seized the Capitol Building,
the Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage still closed at a new rec-
ord high [3]. On January 7,
the Dow, Nasdaq, and S&P
500 indexes closed at record
highs [4]. The three indexes
continued record closes on
January 8 [5].

Meanwhile, the COVID-19
pandemic has helped China’s
international trade. Overall,
China is winning the trade
war with a $535 billion sur-
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plus for 2020 (up 27% from
2019) [6]. What’s more, for
December, pandemic medical
products increased exports by

18.1% [7].
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History will have to record
that the greatest tragedy of
this period of social
transition was not the
strident clamor of the bad
people, but the appalling
silence of the good people.—
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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