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N early a year after 6,000 people were infected with brucellosis due to a leak at a Chinese vaccine
plant [1]. It is unclear why it took so long to report this incident. Meanwhile, in the US, Pfizer
announced clinical trial results showing its COVID-19 vaccine was 90% effective [2]. In contrast, Chi-
na has been distributing a COVID-19 vaccine well before completion of phase 3 clinical trials [3].

In the past, researchers have warned that small changes in voting software can swing elections [4].
Now among the election issues being challenged are the voting machines and software made by Do-
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minion [5]. While claims of fraud and no-fraud continue; the voting machines and software are criti-
cal elements of the voting process that should be examined. For instance, one piece indicates there are
no cybersecurity laws tied to voting machines and software [6]. In Congressional testimony, the CEO
of Dominion indicated some machine parts were made in China because there is no other option
available in the US [7]. Moreover, there were warnings before the election that the voting machines/
software had not received the cybersecurity focus needed [8]. Some expressed concern that the prod-
uct vendors did not believe they needed any oversight [9]. One piece suggests the hand count in Geor-
gia may represent a good audit of the Dominion products [10]. Perhaps we could use approaches from
the past to improve overall voting security. Case in point, the Space Shuttle used 5 concurrent com-
puters each fed with the same data in order to detect any variances [11]. Could such an approach
where two separate and distinct vendor products, each fed with the same information? Any operation-

al variation between the products would raise a red flag. Too late now for (Continued on page 2)

Wuhan Coronavirus

t is unfortunate that the

COVID-19 virus is not
limited to humans. For
instance, back in May,
Dutch officials determined
a mink infected two people
[1]. Then scientists began to
study animal infections at
mink farms in Spain and
the Netherlands to deter-
mine the root cause [2]. In
Denmark, there are minks
now carrying a mutated
version of the virus that has
infected people [3]. As a
consequence, Denmark has
imposed a lockdown in
parts of the country
through December 3 and
all minks will be culled
(approximately 17 million)
[4]. Tt is unclear if the new
vaccines will prevent the

new mutated virus.

Returning to the original
COVID-19 virus; Mink
infections are not limited to
Europe. For example, in
Wisconsin, a dead mink
was found to be infected
with the virus [5]. What's
more, 10,000 animals died
of the virus at mink farms
in Wisconsin and Utah [6].
Thus far, COVID-19 has
infected minks Italy, Spain,
Sweden, the Netherlands,
U.S. and Denmark [7].

Meanwhile, the number of
daily new COVID-19 infec-
tions in the US continues
to set records [8]. This
comes as Pfizer has a clini-
cal tested vaccine [9]. But
the approval process will

still take weeks [10]. It
seems this is a good exam-
ple where artificial intelli-
gence systems could quickly
validate the Pfizer data and
get the vaccine to the peo-
ple in need that much fast-
er.
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If voting made any

difference they wouldn't let

us do it—Mark Twain
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this election cycle but perhaps
not for future elections.
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Regardless of who wins, an
election should be a time
for optimism and fresh

approaches—Gary Johnson
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O verseas, terrorism con-
tinues to exact a toll.
For example, in Pakistan, a
bomb detonation at an Islam-
ic seminary left at least 7 stu-
dents dead [1,2]. Then there
was another terrorist knife
attack at a church in Nice,
France, that left three people
dead [3]. In Vienna, Austria, a
terrorist attack left at least 5
people dead, including the
attacker [4]. The Islamic State
(IS) took responsibility for the
Austrian terrorist attack [5]. In
Afghanistan, IS terror-

ists stormed Kabul University
resulting in the death of at
least 22 people [6]. In north-
ern Mozambique, militant
Islamists beheaded at least 50
people [7]. In Saudi Arabia, IS
claimed responsibility for a
bombing at a World War I
cemetery [8].

1. AP/Fox News, Bomb at
seminary in Pakistan kills 7
students, wounds 112, Oc-
tober 26, 2020.

Terrorism

Saifi, Sophia, and Shera-
zi, Zahid Shah, CNN, At
least 7 dead, more than 120
injured after blast at reli-
gious school in Pakistani city
of Peshawar, October 27,
2020.

Aaro, David, and Wal-
lace, Danielle, Fox News,
Macron declares France
'under attack' after church
beheading, bolsters security
at schools, religious sites,

October 29, 2020.

Fox News/AP, 5 dead in
Vienna attack, including
assailant who had previous

conviction, November 3,

2020.

Fox News/AP, ISIS claims
responsibility for Vienna
terror attack; assailant had
previous conviction, No-

vember 4, 2020.

Faiez, Rahim, and Gan-
non, Kathy, Military
Times/AP, At least 22

dead, 22 wounded in ISIS
attack on Afghan university,
November 2, 2020.

Aaro, David, Fox News,
Militant Islamists behead at
least 50 people in Africa:
reports, November 9,
2020.

El Deeb, Sarah, AP, Is-
lamic State group claims
attack at Saudi WWI cere-
mony, November 12,

2020.

Volume 13 issue 16



Economy

he economy continued to

improve but remains
below pre COVID-19 days.
Case in point, while the Gross
domestic product (the broad-
est measure of goods and ser-
vices produced across the
economy) surged by a 33.1%
rate, it remained 3.5% smaller
than at the end of 2019 [1].
Moreover, the unemployment

rate fell to 6.9% [2].

However, the economy is still
stuck in the COVID-19 pan-
demic. For the week ending
October 24, the number of
firsttime unemployment
claims, reported by the De-
partment of labor, was
751,000 [3]. For the week
ending October 31, the num-
ber reported was 751,000 [4].
Finally, for the week ending
November 7, the number

reported was 709,000 [5].

On November 9, Pfizer an-
nounced phase 3 clinical trials
show its vaccine to be 90%
effective against COVID-19
[6]. As a consequence, stock
indices briefly reached new
inter-day record highs [7,8].
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People never lie so much as
after a hunt, during a war
or before an election—Otto
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