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n Washington DC, the big news was the impeachment of President Trump along party lines by the

World News

House of Representatives [1]. On the plus side, the outcome did not impact the stock markets as
new highs were reached following the impeachment vote (2].

We continue this newsletter with another focus on communist China’s expanding military. For in-
stance, China continues to advance its laser weapons program [3]. But for laser weapons to be effec-
tive, they must hit their targets. Perhaps this is why we are seeing military aircraft targeted with blind-
ing lasers. Case in point, Australian military continue to be targeted by Chinese fishing boat laser
attacks [4]. What is interesting to note is that complaints lodged provide information to China that

their lasers are effective in acquiring targets. China now knows its high energy lasers will be able to hit

their targets. With the launch of a Type 055 and a Type 052D guided missile destroyers, China
launched 24 ships during 2019 [5]. On the nuclear front, China has speed up testing of the JL-3 sub-
marine launched ballistic missile, expected to have a range of 10,000 KM [6].

The Chinese navy buildup is taking place as China tries to forcefully expand into other nation’s wa-
ters. Case in point, China uses its Coast Guard to enter into Indonesia’s exclusive economic zone [7].
Additionally, during 2019, the number of Chinese incursions into Japan’s exclusive waters exceeded

1,000 [8].

Another belligerent making news was Iran. The Iranian Government supported an armed group that

attacked the US embassy in Iraq [9]. In response, the US launched a strike that killed General Qassem

Soleimani, head of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds Force [10].
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\ x J ith the US 2020
elections getting

near, it’s worth looking at
how foreign governments
influence elections. Case in
point, Taiwan is facing an
onslaught of fake news
being generated from Chi-
na [1]. The purpose of the
Chinese disinformation is
to alter the elections in
Taiwan [2]. In contrast, the
US press heavily favors the
coverage of Russian activi-
ties [3]. With the focus on
Russia, China’s activities
are receiving little notice.
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Nevertheless, in the case of
China, one report indicates
they have repeatedly violat-
ed US law by publishing
propaganda in main stream
publications [4]. At least
one lawmaker wants an
investigation into the allega-
tions of Chinese activities
[5]. However, the Impeach-
ment of President Trump is
causing a distraction to
other matters including
how China attempts to
influence the US elections
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Witchcraft is one of the
most baseless, absurd,
disgusting and silly of all
the humbugs—P. T.

Barnum
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In dealing with terrorist
organizations, the normal
logical rules do not apply.
Case in point, 26 peace activ-
ists in Afghanistan were cap-
tured by the Taliban [1]. So
on the surface, a group of
people that benefit the Tali-
ban become captives instead.
How do you deal with such
people?

In the case of China, they
established re-education
camps to deal with the Ui-
ghurs [2]. Information detail-
ing the reeducation program
was leaked to the world press
[3]. After the people have
been appropriately educated,
they are released [4]. Another
report indicates approximately
100 Uighur graveyards were
demolished by China [5].

The Uighurs are Turkic-
speaking Muslims and have
been a troubling aspect of
China [6]. By one estimate,
over one million Uighurs are
currently in re-education
camps [7]. In contrast, since
1950, China has occupied
Tibet [8]. The question here is
why is China trying to re-
educate the Uighurs but not
the people of Tibet! Addition-
ally, there doesn’t appear to be
outrage from the Muslim com-
munities [9].

In Somalia, at least 78 people
were killed in a suicide car
bombing [10]. In response, the
US launched drone attacks on
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Al Qaeda-linked Islamic ter-
rorist group Al-Shabab targets
[11].

Meanwhile, France continues
to experience religious terror-
ism. Case in point, a 22 year
old terrorist used a knife to
kill at least one person [12].

Finally, domestic terrorism
directed at the Jewish popula-
tion is in the news. For in-
stance, 5 people were wound-
ed at a Hanukkah event by a
machete-wielding man [13].
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Economy

he news cycle started

with a strong results from
the stock markets. On Decem-
ber 16, the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average (DJIA); Standard
and Poor’s 500 (S&P 500);
and the National Association
of Securities Dealers Automat-
ed Quotations (NASDAQ)
composite stock indices closed
at record highs [1]. On Tues-
day, December 18, the three
indices again inched higher
and closed at record highs [2].
However, on December 18,
only the NASDAQ closed at
another record high [3]. The
day after the Democrat con-
trolled house voted to im-
peach President Trump; the
three stock indices closed at
fresh record highs [4]. Then
again on Friday, the indices
closed at fresh record highs
[5]. On Monday, December
23, the three indices contin-
ued to set new records [6]. On
the day before Christmas, only
the NASDAQ closed at a new
record high [7]. Not only did
the record closing continue
on December 26; the
NASDAQ closed above 9,000
[8]. Then on January 2, the
three indices resumed record
closes [9]. However, following
the drone strike that killed
Iranian General Qasem So-
leimani, the stock indices fell

[10].

The unemployment rates re-
mained strong. For the week
ending December 14, the

In the News

number of first time unem-
ployment claims was 234,000
[11]. Then for the week end-
ing December 21, the number
of claims was 222,000 [12].
Finally, for the week ending
December 28, the number of

claims was 222,000 [13].
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Although the most acute
judges of the witches and
even the witches
themselves, were convinced
of the guilt of witchery, the
guilt nevertheless was non-
existent. It is thus with all

guilt.—Friedrich Nietzsche

Page 4



