
I n testimony before Congress, the FBI Director cited China as the biggest espionage threat to the 
US [1]. This comes as others are warning that the Chinese company Huawei is tied to China and 

poses a serious security risk [2]. For instance one report indicates Huawei built the North Korean cell 
phone network in violation of international sanctions [3]. 

Since 2016, there has been much focus on Russian meddling with the US elections [4]. However, 
there appears to be a Chinese effort to unseat the US President [5, 6].  

Many security solutions that are vulnerable to single point failure. Case in point, a firewall misconfig-
uration allowed a hacker to access information on 100 million Capital One users [7].  

In the past, we have highlighted the risk from GPS spoofing and other electronic warfare attacks. It 
appears that Iran is using such attacks to fool oil tankers into navigating into Iranian waters where 
they are then seized [8]. In response, US officials issued a warning to commercial shippers that Iran is 
using GPS interference [9]. 

The US is not the only country experiencing power blackouts. In the UK, a gas-fired power station 
followed two minutes later by a wind farm disconnecting is blamed for a massive power outage [10].  
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C hina continues strong 
arm tactics to inti-

mate others [1]. For in-
stance, China’s military 
warned a separatist govern-
ment in Taiwan would not 
be allowed [1]. China also 
indicated the Army was 
prepared to help contain 
the Hong Kong protests [2]. 
In response to the continu-
ing protests and mainland 
China tension, the US 
raised a Hong Kong travel 
warning [3]. Then it ap-
pears China wants to ex-
plore oil in Vietnam 

claimed waters [4]. In re-
sponse, the US has warned 
China to stop bullying Vi-
etnam over the oil explora-
tion dispute [5]. 

While China continues 
using its military and eco-
nomic power to intimidate 
oters, it is expanding its 
military capabilities. Case 
in point, China is believed 
to have doubled its number 
of nuclear warheads and is 
on a path to double the 
number again [6]. 

Meanwhile, in Russia, there 
were indications that an 

accidental nuclear cruise 
missile explosion released 
radiation [7]. Then Russian 
officials confirmed the acci-
dent had killed at least 5 
people [8].  
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You can fool all the people 

some of the time, and some 

of the people all the time, 

but you cannot fool all the 

people all the time.—

Abraham Lincoln 

T he Taliban terrorists 
continued to make news. 

For instance, a female suicide 
bomber struck outside a hos-
pital in Pakistan killing at least 
9 people [1].  

 In Afghanistan, the election 
season was interrupted by an 
act of terrorist. A suicide 
bomber, followed by gunmen, 
killed at least 20 people in 
Kabul [2].  

Terror continued to plague 
the United States. At least 4 
people were killed, including 
the shooter, when a gunman 
opened fire at the Northern 
California’s Gilroy Garlic 
Festival [3]. Then there were 
two mass shootings; one in El 
Paso that killed at least 20 
people and the other in Day-
ton that killed at least 9 peo-
ple [4]. The news regarding 
the shootings has been exten-
sive with some asking when 
can be done [5]. However, 
some are pointing out the 
danger of giving would be 
terrorists guaranteed news 
coverage, but only if they can 
exact a large number of causal-
ities [6]. For instance, during 
the same weekend, with little 
reporting, 47 people were shot 
in Chicago leaving at least 5 
dead [7]. As long as the news 
media sensationalizes mass 

causality attacks, we should 
not be surprised to see many 
more headlines. Once a bad 
actor commits a heinous 
crime, they seem to live on 
forever. Case in point, things 
related to the murder cult 
leader, Charles Manson, at-
tracts many tourists [8]. More-
over, Manson’s artwork is on 
display [9]. Would any of this 
be possible had the crimes 
never been committed? As a 
final example; a man was ar-
rested in Missouri while trying 
to enter a Walmart with a 
loaded rifle, wearing body 
armor, and carrying 100 
rounds of ammunition [10]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

T his news-cycle started 
with a new record high 

on July 24 for the NASDAQ 
and S&P 500 stock indices 
[1]. Then the NASDAQ and 
SP 500 closed at new record 
highs on July 26 [2]. However 
the fears of a trade war with 
China were blamed for seri-
ous decreases in the stock 
market indices [3]. One driv-
ing factor resulted when the 
Chinese currency, the Yuan, 
fell in value; an indication 
China was manipulating its 
currency [4]. 

In other financial news, the 
GDP rate fell to 2.1% indicat-
ing economic weakening [5]. 
For the week ending July 20, 
the number of first time un-
employment claims was 
206,000 [6]. For the week 
ending July 27, the number of 
first time claims was 215,000 
[6]. Finally, for the week end-
ing August 3, the number was 
209,000 [8]. 
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The oldest, shortest words - 

'yes' and 'no' - are those 

which require the most 

thought.—Pythagoras  


