
C hina continues to intimidate its neighbors into relinquishing claims to the South China Sea. 
Case in point, China has sent ships to Thitu, part of the Spratly chain, to hamper Philippine 

construction on the island [1]. What’s more, there are fears that China may be planning to conquer 
islands much further out [2]. Meanwhile, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen warned the military threat 
from China’s is growing [3]. For instance, one retired Japanese general predicts China will invade 
Taiwan by 2025 [4]. One piece predicts China will expand its navy by developing four nuclear pow-
ered aircraft carriers [5]. In response to Chinese military expansion, Australia is preparing to purchase 
12 attack submarines from France at a cost of $35 Billion [6]. Unfortunately, the first submarine will 
not be delivered until 2030 which may be too late to deter Chinese hegemony [7]. Regional responses 
to China’s expanding Air Force include the Philippines, Indonesia, Singapore, and Thailand adding 
ground based radar systems [8]. 

China’s successful probe on the moon demonstrates advanced technology and a commitment to space 
exploration [9]. To be sure, it appears that China also continues to advance its space military capabili-
ties [10]. One report indicates China will have a laser system deployed capable of destroying or damag-
ing low orbit satellites [11]. This comes as China is preparing to build a solar power station in orbit 
[12]. With such a capability, could China not use the station to power orbiting lasers? The evolving 
threats led to President Trump’s directive to create a military space force [13]. 
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S ecurity is only as strong 
as its weakest link. For 

instance, $190 million in 
cryptocurrency accounts is 
locked after the password 
used by the company owner 
was lost (the owner passed 
away) [1]. The article indi-
cates the entire strength of 
the cryptocurrency ex-
change was based on a pass-
word. As a consequence, 
QuadrigaCX , one of Cana-
da's largest cryptocurrency 
exchanges filed for creditor 
protection [2]. There are 
some reports that describe 

cryptographic block chains 
represent a financially grow-
ing technology [3]. Howev-
er, cryptocurrencies have 
been hacked to the tune of 
$2 billion since the start of 
2017 [4]. 

One piece indicates that 
hackers are good at exploit-
ing new technology [5]. It is 
therefore interesting that 
the United Kingdom claims 
it can mitigate risk associat-
ed with the made in China 
Huawei 5G networks [6]. A 
question here would be 
how? Especially when hack-

ers continue to enrich 
themselves by exploiting 
security vulnerabilities that 
exist today. Finally, we 
should not lose track of 
China extorting its position 
for political gain. Case in 
point, we remain depend-
ent on Chinese Rare 
Earths; even though China 
once embargoed shipments 
going to Japan [7]. We still 
see China limiting mining 
to domestic needs thereby 
placing others at a disad-
vantage [8].  
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He will win who knows 

when to fight and when 

not to fight.—Sun Tzu 

H eavy fighting is forcing 
the Islamic State (IS) to 

lose its last remaining enclave 
in Syria [1]. This leaves an 
uncertain future for the brides 
of IS fighters. One piece de-
scribes a woman that was 
proud to be a IS bride [2]. In a 
different example, one bride 
wants to return to the US [3]. 

It seems that Iran is on the 
receiving end of terrorist at-
tacks. Case in point, an al-
Qaida-linked group’s suicide 
bomber targeted Iran’s revolu-
tionary guard, killing at least 
27 [4]. One report indicates 
the suicide bomber was from 
Pakistan [5]. 

Pakistan and India have a 
history of conflict over the 
Kashmir [6]. The tension has 
again resin following a car 
bombing in the Indian-
controlled Kashmir that left at 
least 41 people dead [7]. An 
Islamic terrorist group, Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM), claimed 

responsibility for the attack 
[8]. As a consequence, India 
and Pakistan are preparing for 
possible conflict [9]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

F or the week ending Febru-
ary 2, the number of first 

time unemployment claims 
was 234,000 [1]. Then for the 
week ending February 9, the 
number of first time unem-
ployment claims was 239,000 
[2]. Finally, for the week end-
ing February 16, the number 
of claims was 216,000 [3]. 

In a further sign the economy 
is still strong, there were 7.3 
million job openings at the 
conclusion for December, a 
series high [4]. Additionally, 
the Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage once again passed the 
26,000 mark, indicating stock 
prices continue to rise [5]. 
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To rule a country of a 

thousand chariots, there 

must be reverent attention 

to business, and sincerity; 

economy in expenditure, 

and love for men; and the 

employment of the people 

at the proper seasons.—

Confucius 


