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World News

he main news story for the cycle started on November 13, with public impeachment hearings

against the President [1]. This looks similar to the 1868 impeachment of President Andrew John-
son [2]. That impeachment was politically motivated by the then Republican majority. One thing is
for certain, as the impeachment effort continues, it distracts from other world events.

For example, the violence in Hong Kong continues. Hong Kong's Hospital Authority indicates at least
116 people were hospitalized due to the rioting [3]. Moreover, police are violating hospital guidance
and are interrogating patients while hospitalized [4]. For over a week, the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University was besieged by student protesters [5]. The impact of the rioting and protests may soon
become known at the ballot box. This as record numbers are lined up to vote in district council elec-
tions [6].

Meanwhile, the US Navy deploying two Independence-class ships to the South China Sea [7]. There is
concern that as China and US relations deteriorate; increasing the likelihood of a military accident
[8]. This comes as China’s military warned the US not to provoke an incident after the new Independ-
ence-class ships entered the South China Sea [9].
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nce again, the race to

keep vulnerable soft-
ware patched continues.
Some samples follow: The
Microsoft Patch Tuesday
fixed at least 74 product
weaknesses [1]. VMware,
released patches to fix 5
security vulnerabilities [2].
For October, Oracle re-
leased patched to fix 218
issues [3]. Nvidia released
patches to fix GeForce vul-
nerabilities [4].

The previous section high-
lights the realization that

software needs to have secu-

Security

rity patches in order to
correct vulnerabilities and
exploits. So what happens
when the software no long-
er receives security support’
Case in point, on January
14, 2020, Windows 7 will
no longer be supported [5].
That is, no future security
patches. So this places a
burden on those customers
that purchased the product
to upgrade their software or
resolve vulnerabilities
through some other ap-
proach (that could include
accepting the risk).

(Continued on page 2)

1. Krebs on Security,
Patch Tuesday, Novem-
ber 2019 Edition, No-
vember 12, 2019.

2. Olenick, Doug, SC
Magazine, VMware
patches five security vul-
nerabilities, November
14, 2019.

3. Olenick, Doug, SC
Magazine, Oracle patch-
es 218 security vulnera-

bilities, October 15,
2019.

4.  Osborne, Charlie,

(Continued on page 2)

Special points of interest:

Dow, S&P 500, and NASDAQ
Record Highs

DJIA breaks 28,000 celling
Forth Bank Shuttered this year



(Continued from page 1)

Zero Day/ZDNet, Nvidia
patches severe GeForce,
GPU wulnerabilities, No-
vember 8, 2019.

5.  Yecla, Leah, Internation-
al Business Times, Win-
dows 7 End-of-Life Dead-
line, Security Threats If You
Don’t Upgrade, November
11, 2019.

The only conduct that
merits the drastic remedy
of impeachment is that
which subverts our system
of government or renders
the president unfit or

unable to govern.—Charles

Ruff
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ith the porous border

between the US and
Mexico, acts of terrorism to
our south are of concern.
Case in point, nine Americans
were killed in what is believed
to be a drug cartel related
attack [1]. Even in places
where there is a wall separat-
ing Mexico from the US;
smugglers are cutting through
to continue their criminal
activities [2].

In another setback for the
Islamic State (IS), reports from
Turkey indicate the sister of
the former leader, Abu Bakr al
-Baghdadji, has been captured
[3]. The IS also lost a battle in
Afghanistan where hundreds
of its fighters surrendered [4].

In Israel, the conflict with
Gaza militants continues. For
instance, the Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad and Israel have
been exchanging fire [5].

By one account, the three
countries suffering most from
terrorist attacks are Afghani-
stan, Iraq, and Nigeria [6].
Moreover, the US and its
allies were unable to drive
down terrorism in Afghani-
stan [7]. This comes as the

Terrorism

Taliban is now considered the
world’s deadliest terrorist
group [8]. Finally, the US is
reported to be in negotiations
with the Taliban [9].
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he economic news, as

reflected by stock indices,
started on a positive note. On
November 4, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average (DJIA),
Standard and Poor’s 500
(S&P 500), and National As-
sociation of Securities Dealers
Automated Quotations
(NASDAQ) all set record
highs [1]. Then on November
5, the NASDAQ and DJIA
again closed at record highs
[2]. More records on Novem-
ber 7, when the DJIA and
S&P 500 closed at record
highs [3]. Then on Friday,
November 8, the NASDAQ,
DJIA, and S&P 500 closed at
record highs [4]. Continuing
the trend, on November 13,
the DJIA and S&P 500 closed
at record highs [5]. On No-
vember 14, the S&P 500
closed at a new record high
[6]. Hitting a new milestone,
on November 15, the three
indices closed at record highs
with the DJIA closing above
28,000 for the first time [7].
The three indices continued
record closes on November 18
[8]. Finally, on November 19,
the NASDAQ closed at a new
record high [9].

Unemployment indicators
also remain high. For the
week ending November 2, the
number of first time unem-
ployment claims was 211,000
[10]. For the week ending
November 9, the number was
225,000 [11]. Finally, for the
week ending November 16,

the number was 227,000 [12].

On the negative side, there
has been an uptick in the
number of failed banks. On
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October 25, the Louisa Com-
munity Bank of Kentucky and
the Resolute Bank of Ohio
were shuttered [13]. Then on
November 1, the City Nation-
al Bank of New Jersey became
the 4th shuttered this year
(14].
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The best and only safe
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