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n the area of science and technology, China has achieved a significant accomplishment. The com-

munist giant successfully landed a rover on the dark side of the moon and returned images of the
event [1]. Readers should note there is no direct line of sight between the Earth and dark side of the
moon. Thus, more complex communications, command, and control are necessary. Consider, a
planned Iranian satellite launch is viewed as a test for developing nuclear missiles [2]. Thus the Moon
landing should be another wakeup call regarding the technology going into the Chinese military. On
a septate note, readers may recall during the lead up to World War II, Germany annexed the Sudeten-
land. With that as a backdrop, news that China plans to annex Taiwan is troubling [3].

Meanwhile, the US has fallen behind in certain areas necessary for war preparation. For example, one
report indicates the US military logistics system has decayed to the point it is not ready for war with
Russia or China [4]. In more bad news, Russia added an anti-satellite jamming system to its electronic
warfare portfolio [5]. Concurrently, China is lowering the threshold for armed conflict. In response to
the US guided-missile destroyer USS McCampbel freedom of navigation movement near the Paracel
Islands; China has deployed DF-26 intermediate range ballistic missiles to the remote northwest plat-
eau [6]. In contrast, China frequently violates Japanese territory [7].
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Special points of interest:

t was another good year

for hackers. By one esti-
mate, they stole over $1
billion from bitcoin ex-
changes [1].

In Germany, the govern-
ment’s security office
warned commercial firms of
Chinese hacking [2]. In a
later incident, hackers re-
leased personal information
on hundreds of politicians;
including Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel and President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier
[3]. German authorities
arrested a 20 year old for

Security

the hack [4]. Moreover, the
German state security agen-
cy reported the hack did
not affect the government’s
internal networks [5].

On another note, the race
to fix commercial software
security vulnerabilities con-
tinues. Google released a
January security patch that
addressed 13 issues [6].
Microsoft released patches
to address 49 vulnerabilities
(7].
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The less people know
about how sausages and
laws are made, the better

they'll sleep at night—Otto

von Bismarck
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One of the biggest
problems that Egypt faces
is the lack of border
security - the importation
of weapons on their way to
Gaza, for example, coming
out of Sudan.—Hillary

Clinton
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\ x ; orld-wide terrorism
continues its path of

destruction. Case in point, a
combined suicide and gun-
man attack in Kabul left at
least 40 people dead [1]. In
Tripoli, Libya, a suicide attack
killed at least 3 people [2]. In
Egypt, a terrorists bombing
killed at least 4 people and in
response, the Egyptian forces
killed at least 40 militants [3].
In England, three people were
stabbed on New Year’s eve in
what has need called a terror-

ist attack [4].

Back in 2000, al Qaeda sui-
cide bombers in a speed boat
attacked the USS Cole killing
17 sailors [5]. Now, reports
indicate the terrorist behind
the attack was killed during a
US Airstrike in Yemen [6].
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Economy

his news-cycle began with

more losses in the mar-
kets. For instance, the Dow
Jones Industrial Index fell
2.9% for the worst Christmas
Eve drop in history [1].
For the week ending Decem-
ber 22, the number of first
time unemployment claims
was 216,000 [2]. For the week
ending December 29, the
number of claims was 220,000
[3]. Finally, for the week end-
ing January 5, the number of
claims was 216,000 [4].

For December, the Labor
Department reported 312,000
jobs were added [5]. This as
419,000 people entered the
workforce; the highest since
2006 [6]. This combination
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led to a 3.9% unemployment

rate [7]. Finally, for 2018,

there were no US bank fail-

ures [8].
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A bank is a place that will
lend you money if you can

prove that you don't need

it.—Bob Hope




