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World News

In Iran, there was a report of mass protests against the ruling regime [1]. The news indicates that
after several days of unrest, the protests against the Iranian government continued [2]. Then as a
warning to other countries; for the first time in a year, Iran launched a Fateh-110 shortrange ballistic
missile [3].

If war comes to the South China Sea, the Navy will be deeply involved. On August 2 China launched
its 14th Type 052D Luyang I1l-class guided-missile destroyer [4]. Additionally, China is using its cur-
rent aircraft carrier to make improvement in future designs and for readiness training [5]. To further
ratchet up tensions; the Chinese military repeatedly warned off a US military plane flying near milita-
rized artificial islands located in the South China Sea [6]. In another incident, Japan was forced to
intercept a Chinese spy plane over the Sea of Japan [7]. In partial response to Chinese aggression,
Japan announced plans to conduct training its 2,100 strong Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade
in the East China Sea [8]. China is now in a position to close off areas to commercial shipping. Case
in point, China closed a section of the Yellow Sea for several days in order to conduct military train-
ing [9]. Training exercises such as these were conducted to pressure the island nation of Taiwan [10].
Finally, in a demonstration of things to come, China conducted another hypersonic missile test [11].
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The Army was always big on
Clausewitg, the Prussian; the
Nawy on Alfred Thayer Mahan,
the American; and the Air Force
on Giulio Douhet, the Italian.
But the Marine Corps has
always been more Eastern-
oriented. [ am much more
comfortable with Sun-tzu and
his approach to warfare.—James

Mattis
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Secret operations are
essential in war, upon
them the army relies to
make its every move.—

Sun Tzu
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looks like US law enforce-

ment uncovered a terrorist
activity still in the preparation
phase. It started when police
discovered 11 starving chil-
dren located at a compound
in New Mexico [1]. The com-
pound was described as run by
Muslim extremists [2]. There,
11 children were reportedly
being trained to carry out
school shootings [3]. One
piece indicates one man ar-
rested was the son of the In-
man tied to the 1993 World
Trade Center bombing [4].

In Toronto, Canada, after
authorities claimed no link to
terrorism; the Islamic State
(IS) claimed responsibility for
an gun attack that left at least
two people dead [5]. One
report indicates the shooter

had visited IS websites [6].

In Pakistan, a suicide bomber
killed a member of the Paki-
stan Justice Movement and
one other person [7]. Then a
suicide attack in Quetta killed
at least 31 people [8]. In Af-
ghanistan, a suicide bomber
killed at least 14 people in an
attack near Kabul Airport [9].
In Jalalabad, a terrorist attack
left at least 6 people dead [10].
In Tajikistan, the Islamic State

Terrorism

claimed responsibility for an
attack on Western tourists
cycling that killed at least 4
people [5].
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Economy

S igns of a strong economy
continue. On July 25, the

NASDAQ set a new record
high [1]. Then on August 2,
Apple’s market cap passed the
$1 trillion mark [2].

In other good news, during
the second quarter, the Gross
Domestic Product grew at a
4.1% rate [3]. Meanwhile, the
unemployment rate for July

fell to 3.9% [4].

For the week ending July 21,
the number of first time un-
employment claims was

217,000 [5]. Then for the

week ending July 28, the num-

ber was 281,000 [6]. Finally,
for the week ending August 4,
the number was 213,000 [7].
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The study of history lies at
the foundation of all sound
military conclusions and
practice.—Alfred Thayer
Mahan
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