
J une, 1950 marked the start of the Korean War; a war not yet concluded with a peace treaty [1]. 
Consequently, any efforts to finally conclude the conflict are newsworthy. To this end, a face-to-face 

meeting between President Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un took place in Singapore on 
June 12 [2]. Afterwards, the North Korean press declared the meeting a success and praised the US 
President [3]. 

In other news from Asia, China continues to militarize the South China Sea. For instance, one report 
indicates China is deploying the 340 mile range YJ-12B anti-ship cruise missiles to its islands [4]. 
What’s more, during a face-to-face meeting, President Xi Jinping informed Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis that China would not give up one inch of territory in the South China Sea [5]. The longer 
range goals of China appear to be more militaristic. For instance, one piece suggests China will pos-
sess 7 aircraft carriers by 2025 [6]. 

This comes as there are indications China may be subjecting US personnel to low level attacks. For 
instance, one piece suggests China is using sonic attacks against US diplomats [7]. Additionally, Chi-
nese operatives are reportedly using lasers in the East China Sea to blind US military pilots [8]. That 
China would engage in open acts of hostility with embarking on a rapid arms race does not bode well 
for the future.  
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S ecurity is based on con-
fidentiality, integrity, 

and availability; referred to 
as the CIA triad. So when-
ever a business reports a 
denial of service problem, 
we have to consider cyber 
security. For instance, an 
American Airlines regional 
carrier cancelled all its 
flights on the morning of 
June 19 due to a reported 
computer bug [1]. In anoth-
er example, Comcast cus-
tomers experienced a ser-
vice outage the company 

blamed on a severed fiber 
cable [2]. 

Many cyber-attacks are 
based on realizing profit. 
For example, bad actors 
launched a wiper malware 
attack on a Chilean bank 
(Banco de Chile) as cover 
to steal $10 million from 
SWIFT transactions [3]. 

Meanwhile, state sponsored 
cyber-attacks continue. For 
instance, one report indi-
cates a China successfully 
breached a defense contrac-

tor in Virginia [4]. 
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Airlines to cancel hundreds 
of flights, and customers are 
furious, June 20, 2018.  
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Reed says, June 11, 2018.  
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The meaning of peace is 

the absence of opposition 

to socialism.—Karl Marx  
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War is peace. Freedom is 

slavery. Ignorance is 

strength.—George Orwell  

W ith the successful mili-
tary actions within 

Syria, terrorism has seen a 
downtick. However, the war 
in Yemen is back in the news. 
Saudi-led coalition forces 
launched an attack on the 
port city of Hodeidah [1]. In 
another incident, two missiles 
launched by Yemen's Houthi 
militia were intercepted over 
the Saudi Aribia capital, Ri-
yadh [2]. That rebels are in 
possession of advanced mis-
siles indicates outside influ-
ences to keep the war going. 
In particular, Iran is reported 
to be one of the state sponsors 
of the conflict [3]. 

It’s not enough for the Tali-
ban and the Afghanistan gov-
ernment to negotiate peace. 
Case in point, on day 3 of the 
Afghanistan cease-fire, the 
Islamic State (IS) claimed re-
sponsibility for a suicide 
bombing that left at least 26 
dead [4]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

I n other good news, the 
value of stocks continue to 

remain high. For instance, on 
June 12 the Nasdaq composite  
set a new record high [1]. 
Then on July 13, the Nasdaq 
composite rose to a new intra-
day high [2]. Unfortunately, 
the Fed raised interest rates 
for the second time this year 
[3]. Then on June 14, the 
Nasdaq rose 0.9% to close at a 
new record high [4]. However, 
these highs were not sustained 
[5]. 

For the week ending June 9, 
the number of first time un-
employment claims fell to a 44 
year low of 218,000 [6]. Then 
for the week ending June 16, 
the number of claims was 
218,000 [7]. Finally, for the 
week ending June 23, the 

number reported was 227,000 
[8].  
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Courageous people do not 

fear forgiving, for the sake 

of peace.—Nelson Mandela  


