
F or years, the Iran nuclear deal was considered bad [1]. Then as the US was considering leaving the 
Iranian nuclear deal; Israel provided significant evidence that Iran has an archive for developing 

nuclear weapons [2]. On May 8, President Trump announced the US would withdraw from the Irani-
an nuclear agreement [3,4]. Some experts are calling the decision bad [5]. Nevertheless, shortly after 
the US left the agreement, Israel forces struck an Iranian base in Syria killing at least 15 people [6]. 
Then Iran launched approximately 20 missiles from Syria directed at military targets within Israel [7]. 
Finally, Israel launched military strikes against dozens of Iranian targets within Syria [8]. 

As in past newsletters, we continue to follow the activities of China. One report indicates that in East 
Africa, Chinese nationals used lasers to injure US military aircraft pilots [9]. Obviously these were low 
power laser devices. However, it points out their targeting is such that they can hit US aircraft with 
lasers. Thus, higher energy lasers pose a threat to such US aircraft. This comes as China started sea 
trials for its first domestically build aircraft carrier [10]. Another report indicates China is integrating 
Artificial Intelligence into its weapons systems [11]. Additionally, one report indicates china installed 
anti-ship cruise missiles and surface-to-air missile systems on 3 artificial Islands [12]. These anti-ship YJ
-12B missiles are reported to have a range up to 295 nautical miles [13], Then China landed its most 
advanced bomber, the H-6K, on one of the contested islands [14]. 
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A s we have noted in the 
past, Cybercrime of-

ten pays. Case in point, one 
estimate of losses last year 
to Asia-Pacific companies is 
estimated at $1.75 trillion 
[1].  
Cybercriminals have many 
vulnerabilities they can 
exploit. Amongst the great-
est threats are those that 
operate below the operating 
system. Consider, the Spec-
tre and Meltdown vulnera-
bilities might expose 
memory typically reserved 

for BIOS firmware [2]. In 
another example, Lenovo 
issued patches to fix and 
arbitrary code execution 
flaw [3]. 

Meanwhile, patching com-
mercial products continues 
to be a new normal. For 
instance, Microsoft’s Patch 
Tuesday for May addressed 
67 security holes [4]. Adobe 
released patches to fix criti-
cal vulnerabilities in its 
Flash and Creative Cloud 
products [5]. Finally, 
Google is forcing Android 

application vendors to regu-
larly patch security holes 
[6]. 
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Peace is not absence of 

conflict, it is the ability to 

handle conflict by peaceful 

means.—Ronald Reagan  

I n Nigeria, twin suicide 
bomb attacks launched 

against a mosque killed at 
least 24 people [1]. Afghani-
stan, a terrorist bombing of a 
mosque resulted in at least 17 
dead [2].  

In Paris, France, a Chechnya 
born Islamic terrorist went on 
a knife attack killing at least 
one person and injuring four 
others [3]. The Islamic State 
released a video of the attack-
er pledging allegiance to the 
terrorist organization [4].  

In Indonesia where Muslims 
make up 90% of the popula-
tion; church bombings left at 
least 10 people dead [5]. Once 
again, the IS claimed responsi-
bility for the attack [6]. Else-
where in Indonesia, four IS 
inspired sword terrorists that 
used swords during an attack, 
were killed along with one 
police officer [7].  

After years of silence, there is 
a report that the captain of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, 
Zaharie Ahmad Shah, used 
the aircraft to commit suicide 

[8]. One older report describes 
the pilot as a moderate Mus-
lim [9]. However, we do not 
know why he would deliber-
ately hijack the plane for com-
mitting suicide.  
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

T he unemployment rate 
fell to a 17-1/2 year low 

of 3.9% [1]. For the week 
ending April 28, the number 
of first time unemployment 
claims was 211,000 [2]. Then 
for the week ending May 5, 
the number was 211,000 [3]. 
Finally, for the week ending 
May 12, the number was 
222,000 [4]. 

The stock market has been in 
check  over concerns that 
there might be a US-China 
trade war [5]. However, it 
appears the trade negotiations 
produced a commitment by 
China to increase US purchas-
es [6]. 
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To be prepared for war is 

one of the most effective 

means of preserving peace.

—George Washington  


