
T ensions with North Korea continue to escalate. Case in point, the North Korean military fired 
what is believed to be an ICBM that flew for 57 minutes and impacted in Japan's exclusive eco-

nomic zone [1]. The missile was reported to reach an altitude of 2,800 km and is believed to have a 
range of 6,700 km [2]. One piece indicates, if the missile's trajectory was flattened, it could reach all 
locations in Alaska [3]. 

While much attention is going to North Korea, things are heating up in an area claimed by both Chi-
na and India [4]. The situation began when China attempted to build a border road through the 
Doklam plateau [5]. After weeks of intense posturing, India is purchasing military supplies for a short 
but intense conflict [6]. 

As technology advances, we expect to see more directed energy weapons in use. For instance, the US 
Navy continues to operate a system capable of destroying drones and other targets [7]. The new tech-
nology still requires human intervention. Consider, one report suggests the Crew aboard the USS 
Fitzgerald were to blame for the collision with a container ship [8].  
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C yber attacks can origi-
nate from many 

sources. However, one re-
port identifies China, Iran, 
and Russia as the top cyber 
threats [1]. 

The race to fix software 
security flaws continues. 
Google issued patches to 
address 138 vulnerabilities 
[2]. Oracle released patches 
to fix 308 bugs [3].  

Whenever we learn of a 
financial system going una-
vailable, we have to consid-

er the possibility of bad 
actors. Case in point, in 
Florida, over a thousand 
Bank of America mobile 
and online banking custom-
ers were without service [4].  

As we rely more on technol-
ogy, bad actors continue to 
find ways to bypass security. 
For instance, bad actors in 
Europe found a way to 
evade Tesla’s GPS tracking 
system and have stolen nine 
cars [5].  
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Security 

China not only fights for her 

own independence, but also 

for the liberation of every 

oppressed nation. For us, the 

Atlantic Charter and 

President Roosevelt's 

proclamation of the Four 

Freedoms for all peoples are 

corner-stones of our fighting 

faith.—Chiang Kai-shek 
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In the twenty-first century, 

the robot will take the 

place which slave labor 

occupied in ancient 

civilization.—Nikola Tesla 

T he previous newsletter 
covered the period of 

Ramadan. Now that this reli-
gious time has passed, the 
number of terrorist attacks 
decreased. 

As the fighting in Mosul, Iraq, 
goes against the Islamic State 
(IS), they are resorting to new 
terrorist tactics. For instance, 
female suicide bombers were 
amongst the fleeing refugees 
resulting in at least one Iraqi 
solder’s death [1]. 

Instead of just focusing on 
terrorism, this newsletter ex-
amines crime and terror start-
ing with the city of Baltimore, 
Maryland. The number of 
murders in Baltimore is sky-
rocketing [2]. It has become so 
bad, a group of city organizers 
is calling for a ceasefire to take 
effect between August 4 
through 7 [3]. Consider for a 
moment, a ceasefire declared 
in an American city. At the 
time of this newsletter, the 
latest murder was a 97 year 
old man [4]. 

The city getting some media 
coverage is Chicago. One 
example from July 18; 369 
people murdered, 1557 shoot-

ings [5]. Not to be outdone by 
Chicago, the Atlanta murder 
rate is actually higher [6]. 

Researchers will likely debate 
the causes for generations. 
However, as an observation, 
there was a time when mur-
ders were rare, people left 
ignition keys in their cars, 
lived with doors unlocked, 
and helped each other in 
times of need. There was a 
saying then, sticks and stones 
may break my bones but 
names will never hurt me. In 
contrast today, words have 
morphed into justification for 
violence. Even classics such as 
Mark Twain’s, Huckleberry 
Finn were removed from 
many schools because of the 
language used [7]. As we justi-
fy more excuses for violence, 
we should not be shocked to 
see an increase in violence.  
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

A ccording to the Labor 
Department, for the 

month of June, the unemploy-
ment rate was 4.4% [1]. 
What’s more, a record 153 
million people were employed 
and the number of people not 
in the work force decreased 
[2]. 

According to the Labor De-
partment, the number of first 
time unemployment claims, 
for the week ending July 1, 
was 248,000 [3]. Then, for the 
week ending July 8, the num-
ber of first time claims was 
247,000 [4]. Finally, for the 
week ending July 15, the num-
ber reported was 233,000 [5]. 

Venezuela is a classic example 
of failed socialism. Now there 
are suggestions that the US 
might impose sanctions and 
ban oil imports [6]. 

Meanwhile, the trade between 
the US and China remains a 

contentious issue. The US 
and China failed to agree on 
measures to reduce the US 
trade deficit [7].  
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Science, my lad, is made 

up of mistakes, but they 

are mistakes which it is 

useful to make, because 

they lead little by little to 

the truth.—Jules Verne 


