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henever any country near China enhances its military, China complains. Yet, when North

Korea threatens war, China is instead conciliatory. Case in point, China is calling for new
talks with North Korea over the nuclear missile provocations [1]. Meanwhile, one report indicates the
US is sending a third carrier task force to the region [2]. To make matters worse, North Korea
launched another ballistic missile that landed in Japan’s economic zone located in the Sea of Japan
[3]. For its part at the wishes of China, South Korea, has delayed deployment of the US Terminal
High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) missile defense system [4]. Elsewhere, China has continued
fortification of its artificial islands providing land based fighters with full coverage of the South China

Sea [5].

The two most populous countries in the world are China and India. For many years, China has been
identified as having more people. However, one piece suggests the number of people living in India

may have surpassed the number living in China [6].

Once again, there is concern within the science community over the development of artificial intelli-

gence driven autonomous weapons (sometimes referred to as killer robots) [7]. As we have posited
before; Western policies will not deter the actions of other countries and we must anticipate autono-
mous weapons. Just because we may refuse to develop such weapons does not mean other countries,

such as China will not.
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S ometimes the cover
story is too difficult to
believe. Case in point, Brit-
ish Airlines suffered a com-
puter failure that necessitat-
ed cancelling flights out of
Heathrow and Gatwick
Airports [1]. Now we are
expected to believe the
cause of the outage was a
failed power supply [2].

As we rely more on auto-
motive computers it is
worth noting problems
detected. Case in point,
one report indicates 8 vul-
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nerabilities were uncovered
with the 2017 Subaru
WRX STI product [3].

When dealing with China,
let the buyer beware. Case
in point, one piece indi-
cates a Chinese security
firm was involved with
cyber espionage for the
Ministry of State Security
(4].

During the last Presidential
election, we were assured
there was no threat to our
voting machines and elec-
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tion process. Now, there are
concerns that Russia opera-
tives may have targeted
voting machines and the
election process [5]. Our
recommendation would be
to look at the problem ho-
listically and close vulnera-
bilities as they are discov-
ered. Unfortunately, we
seem to be more reactive to
targeted threats and allow
vulnerabilities to continue.

Finally, software vendors
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Since Auschwitg, we know
what man is capable of.
And since Hiroshima, we
know what is at stake.—

Viktor E. Frankl
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continue to correct security
flaws. During this newsletter,
Google issued patches to cor-
rect 30 security bugs in the
Chrome browser [7].
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The best political weapon
is the weapon of terror.
Cruelty commands respect.
Men may hate us. But, we
don't ask for their love;
only for their fear.—

Heinrich Himmler
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\ x ; ith the Ramadan ob-

served from May 27
through June 25, there is an
uptick in terrorist incidents in
the news. For instance terror-
ism again hit the United King-
dom. A suicide bomber killed
at least 22 people at a concert
in the English city of Man-
chester [1]. The Islamic State
(IS) claimed responsibility for
the Manchester attack [2]. In
England, three terrorist at-
tacked the London Bridge and
Borough Market, leaving at
least 4 people dead [3].

Once again, Islamic terrorists
targeted Christians for attack.
In Egypt, terrorist gunmen
attacked a bus carrying Coptic
Christians, killing at least 26
(4].

In Marawi city, Philippines,
martial law was declared in
response to Muslim extremists
laying siege to the city [5].
Elsewhere in the Philippines,
IS claimed responsibility for a
casino attack that left at least

36 dead [6].

In Afghanistan, a suicide
bomber attacked the diplo-
matic area of Kabul, killing at
least 64 people [7]. In a sepa-
rate incident, multiple suicide
bombers struck a funeral,
leaving at least 6 people dead
[8]. The country's eastern
Nangarhar province, an Af-
ghanistan soldier opened fire
killing three American warf-
ighters [9]. The Taliban an-
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nounced the Afghanistan
soldier belonged to them [10]

In Baghdad, IS claimed re-
sponsibility for twin bombings
that targeted gatherings of
Shia Muslims; killing at least
15 people [11].

Finally, Iran was subjected to
coordinated terrorist attack.
The IS claimed responsibility
for attacks in Iran’s Parlia-
ment and the mausoleum of
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
that left at least 12 people
dead [12].
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O nce again, financial
institution regulators
were closing banks. The
Fayette County Bank in Saint

Elmo, III, became the sixth
shuttered this year [1].

According to the Labor De-
partment, for the week ending
May 20, the number of first
time unemployment claims
was 234,000 (2]. Then for the
week ending May 27, the
number reported was 248,000
[3]. Finally, for the week end-
ing June 3, the number report-

ed was 245,000 [4].

According to the Commerce
Department, the trade deficit
for April increased to $47.8
Billion [5]. According to data
from China's customs bureau,
the US China trade deficit for
April was $21.34 billion and
for May $22.0 billion [8].

Regarding international com-
merce, we see how China
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conducts its version of free
trade. China’s ministry of
commerce will increase the
duty on sugar imports from its
current 50% to 95% [7]. How
is this free trade?
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It is the function of the
Nawy to carry the war to

the enemy so that it is not
fought on U.S. soil.—
Chester W. Nimity
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