
C hina continues to modernize and expand its military capability. One report indicates the Chi-
nese Marine Corps is expanding from 20,000 to 100,000 Marines [1]. Recall from last year, Wu 

Shengli, chief of China’s naval operations offshore, warned the US that ships traveling within 12 
miles of its man-made islands could lead to open warfare [2]. Elsewhere in the South China Sea, Phil-
ippine President Rodrigo Duterte indicated he may travel to several disputed islands and raise the flag 
[3]. 

Separtly, the US is calling on China to prevent North Korea from conducting another nuclear weap-
on test [4]. This comes at a time when North Korea launched another ballistic missile into the Sea of 
Japan [5]. Meanwhile, one report indicates a U.S. Navy strike force is moving toward the Korean pen-
insula [6]. 

In Syria, dozens of people were killed during a chemical gas attack on a rebel held town [7]. An autop-
sy on one of the victims confirmed the use of chemical weapons [8]. Russia claimed the chemical 
weapons were part of the militant’s weapon stockpile that was bombed, thereby relapsing the nerve 
gas [9]. In response to the chemical attack, the US launched 59 Tomahawk cruise missiles from two 
destroyers, against a Syrian air base [10]. The initial reports indicate most of the air base was destroyed 
[11]. 

1. MacLean, Aaron, Washington Free Beacon, What to Expect When You’re Expecting Chinese Marines, 
March 24, 2017.  

2. Wptost (Poland), China threatens the United States. "Even a small incident can lead to war", November 
1, 2016.  
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I n the race to contain 
breaches, commercial 

industry continues to apply 
security patches. Cisco re-
leased patches to fix securi-
ty flaws in its over 300 of its 
switch models [1]. Then, 
patches were released to fix 
Java vulnerabilities [2]. 

Readers may recall the Digi-
tal Telephony Act where 
taxpayer funds were used to 
dumb down digital tele-
phone switches to make it 
easier for the FBI to con-
duct wiretaps. Now the 

current FBI Director is 
calling for relaxed security 
to once again make it easy 
for tapping [3]. A question 
here, if the hackers can tap 
into communications sys-
tem, why can’t the FBI be 
as creative? 

As the April 15 deadline to 
get our taxes approaches, 
we pause to examine this 
year’s Internal Revenue 
Service exploits. Case in 
point, an on-line student 
aid exploit may have al-
lowed bad actors to steal 

information on 100,000 
taxpayers [4]. 

Finally, we consider our 
dependence on computers 
for safety. For instance, 
hackers in Dallas breached 
the city’s warning system 
and set off all 156 emergen-
cy sirens from 11:40 p.m. 
Friday until 1:20 a.m. Sat-
urday [5]. If hackers cn 
breach such systems, what 
other emergency capability 
might be exploited?  
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We want peace and a 

political solution to the 

situation in Chechnya—

Boris Yeltsin 
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In 1995, Russia virtually 

gave Chechnya de facto 

statehood and independence 

even though, de jure, it didn't 

recognize Chechnya as an 

independent state. And I 

would like to emphasize 

strongly that Russia withdrew 

all of its troops, we moved the 

prosecutors, we moved all the 

police, dismantled all the 

courts, completely, 100 

percent.—Vladimir Putin 

I n London, England, a ter-
rorist used a car and knife 

to kill at least three people [1]. 
Following the attack, the Is-
lamic State (IS) claimed re-
sponsibility [2]. In Syria, Is-
lamic State (IS) terrorists exe-
cuted 33 people [3]. Further-
more, one report indicates a 
U.S. warfighter was killed 
while fighting IS rebels in 
Afghanistan [4]. 

Elsewhere, the Taliban acts of 
terrorism are not confined to 
Afghanistan. For instance, a 
suicide bombing in Eastern 
Pakistan killed 6 people [5]. 
Additionally, a bombing in 
Pakistan near a Shiite place of 
worship killed at least 22 peo-
ple [6]. 

Meanwhile, Russia has experi-
enced more terrorist acts. A 
bomb was used on under-
ground connecting rail sta-
tions in St. Petersburg, killing 
at least 10 people [7]. The 
bombing suspect was born in 
the predominantly Muslim 
country, Kyrgyzstan [8].  

In Sweden, a terrorist drove a 
beer truck into a crowded 
street killing at least 4 people 
[9]. The suspect in the terror-

ist attack was later identified 
as a 39-year old man from 
Uzbekistan [10]. 

Finally, most of the terrorism 
seen world wide are based on 
spreading religion. For in-
stance, a terrorist bombing of 
a Coptic Christian church, 
during Palm Sunday services 
in Egypt, left at least 13 wor-
shipers dead [11]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

F or the week ending March 
18, the number of first 

time unemployment claims, 
reported by the Labor Depart-
ment, was 258,000 [1]. Then 
for the week ending March 
25, the number was 258,000 
[2]. Finally, for the week end-
ing April 1, the number of 
claims was 234,000 [3]. For 
March the unemployment rate 
reported by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics was 4.5% [4]. 
However, the number of part 
time workers remains higher 
than before the great recession 
[5]. 

It is important to note, the 
2016 US trade deficit with 
China was $347 billion [6]. To 
address part of the problem, 
two Executive Orders were 
signed to identify trade abuse 
and strengthen dumping rules 
[7].  
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When I was a sophomore 

at USC, I was a socialist, 

pretty much to the left. But 

not when I left the 

university. I quickly got 

wise. I'd read about what 

had happened to Russia in 

1917 when the 

Communists took over.—

John Wayne 


