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B y one estimate, North Korea now has 30 nuclear warheads and is on track to double this number
in three years [1]. As the North continues weapons testing, the US has been pressuring China to
do more to contain North Korea [2]. This comes as the Senate members received a White House
briefing warning of an urgent North Korean threat [3]. Within the Asian region, there are concerns
that North Korea might launch nuclear weapons against its neighbors. For instance, Japan is warning
its citizens, they may have only a 10 minute warning of an incoming North Korean attack [4]. In the
midst of the escalation, North Korea tried to launch another ballistic missile that like the previous
attempt, failed [5]. President Trump warned, there is a possibility of war with North Korea [6]. Con-
currently, one piece indicates China has so far been rather quiet regarding the US warnings to North
Korea [7].

While much focus remains on North Korea, China continues its military expansion. Case in point,
China launched its first domestically built aircraft carrier [8]. There are varying reports as to the new
carriers size. For instance, one report suggests the new aircraft carrier, displacing 50,000 tons, is light-
er that the first and is expected to carry more aircraft [9]. However, another piece suggests the carries
weighs in at 70,000 tons [10]. In any case, the new warship will expand China military capabilities.
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he race to keep com-

mercial software se-
cure continues. Adobe’s
April patches addressed 56
critical vulnerabilities [1].

Microsoft issued patches to

fix 46 vulnerabilities [2].

In other news, breaches
continue against high pro-
file companies. For exam-
ple, the Mexican food
chain, Chipotle, an-
nounced a data loss of fi-
nancial transaction that
occurred between March

24,2017 and April 18,

2017 [3]. Additionally, ma-
licious software shut down
the Virginia State police
email service for nearly a

day [4]. What is disappoint-

ing is that bad actors seem
to operate with impunity.
For instance, after Netflix
failed to pay an extortion
request, the hacker pub-
lished unreleased episodes
of “Orange Is the New
Black,” to a pirate network
[5].

Finally, China continues to

be a state sponsor of cyber-

attacks. One report indi-

cates the communist giant

tried to hack into an organi-
zations affiliated with the

Terminal High Altitude

Area Defense (THAAD)

system [6].
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[ was a queen, and you
took away my crown; a
wife, and you killed my
husband; a mother, and
you deprived me of my
children. My blood alone
remains: take it, but do
not make me suffer long.—

Marie Antoinette
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The great empire will be
torn from limb, the all-
powerful one for more

than fourhundred years:

Great power given to the

dark one from slaves

come—Nostradamus
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here can be no question

that the Islamic State (IS)
is active in Afghanistan. Case
in point, the U.S. military
dropped its largest conven-
tional bomb on IS tunnels
located in Afghanistan [1].
Meanwhile, the Taliban who
started in Afghanistan contin-
ue battling with the IS. For
instance, In Pakistan, IS fight-
ers killed a senior Afghan
Taliban official [2].

In Syria, acts of terrorism
continue. For example, terror-
ist used a car bomb directed at
evacuees to kill at least 39
people [3].

Terrorism returned to the US.
In California, a man yelling
“Allahu Akbar” shot and
killed three people [4]. Sepa-
rately, the FBI is investigating
terrorist plots in all 50 states

[5].

In Europe, terrorism once
again struck France. An IS
terrorist shot several people,
leaving at least one dead [6].

Terrorism
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Regulators continued
shuttering banks. Case
in point, the First NBC Bank
in Louisiana was closed [1].

With respect to the economy,
the news is mixed. According
to the Labor Department, for
the week ending April 8, the
number of first time unem-
ployment claims was 234,000
[2]. Then for the week ending
April 15, the number was
244,000 [3]. Finally, the num-
ber increased to 257,000 [4].
In other news, the U.S. econo-
my only grew at a 0.7 percent
annual rate for the first quar-
ter [5].
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The measure of success is
not whether you have a
tough problem to deal
with, but whether it is the
same problem you had last

year.—John Foster Dulles
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