
C hina is protesting plans for a U.S. anti-missile system located in South Korea [1]. In response to 
the US system, China is retaliating against South Korean companies located in China [2]. Sepa-

rately, a spokeswoman for China’s parliament announced a military spending increase of 7% [3]. This 
comes as China announced plans to construct a permanent structure in the Scarborough Shoal locat-
ed northwestern of the Philippines [4]. These aggressive actions set the stage for potential future con-
flict. 

To understand what technologies China’s military might be investing in we first look at commercial 
offerings. During the International Defense Exhibition and Conference (IDEX) in Abu Dhabi, Chi-
na’s Poly Technologies displayed a laser weapon system capable of emitting over 30 KW of directed 
energy power with a range of 4 KM [5]. The laser weapons is advertised in the 50—70 KW range [6]. 
This suggests China is a serious contender in laser weapons. Following news of the Chinese commer-
cial laser, one article indicates the US Army will receive a 60 KW laser from Lockheed Martin for 
testing [7].  

As China continues to its aggressive military expansion, it also supports the rogue actions of North 
Korea. Consider, North Korea launched four ballistic missiles into waters near Japan [8]. One piece 
suggests the latest missile test was a test for future attacks against US bases located in Japan [9]. The 
aggressive North Korean actions are causing some Japanese lawmakers to call for first strike weapon 
systems [10]. In any case, North Korea’s nuclear program is increasing the risk of war [11]. In re-
sponse, the US Secretary of State issued a warning that a military action is not off the table [12]. With 
all the destabilizing actions taken by North Korea, China still calls for 
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I n many past newsletters, 
we are pointed out how 

insecure our information 
technology is. Now, one 
piece suggests the US will 
be vulnerable to cata-
strophic cyber attacks from 
Russia and China for the 
next 10 years [1]. This warn-
ing comes after AT&T 
suffered a massive outage 
effecting 911 service in 
several states [2]. 

Meanwhile, a 53-GByte 
Dun & Bradstreet database 
containing 33.6 million 

records was discovered ex-
posed [3]. A security re-
searcher received an unau-
thorized copy of the data-
base so it’s unclear who else 
may have obtained the in-
formation [4].  

Concurrently, the race to 
fix security flaws continues. 
Microsoft released patches 
to address 18 security bulle-
tins [5]. Then Cisco re-
leased patches to fix securi-
ty vulnerabilities [6]. 
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If stock market experts 

were so expert, they would 

be buying stock, not selling 

advice—Norman Ralph 
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There is nothing impossible 

to him who will try—

Alexander the Great 

W e start this newsletter 
with events in Europe. 

A 36-year-old man from the 
former Yugoslavia injured 7 
people in a terrorist axe attack 
a Dusseldorf, Germany, train 
station [1]. In France, a radi-
calized Muslim was shot and 
killed while trying to steal a 
soldier’s gun at the Orly Air-
port [2]. 

Next we look at the middle 
east. In the Syrian capital Da-
mascus, twin blasts near Shiite 
holy shrines left at least 40 
people dead [3].  

Elsewhere, one piece suggests 
Iran is supplying Houthi re-
bels in Yemen with remote 
controlled boats loaded with 
explosives [4]. This represents 
a new terrorist weapon that 
threatens commercial ships in 
the area. 

Much of the terrorism we see 
is rooted in furthering reli-
gious beliefs. For instance, 
one piece suggests the Islamic 
State (IS) could eradicate 
Christians from the middle 
east [5]. For example, before 

the war, Syria had a Christian 
population of 2 million peo-
ple; now the remaining num-
ber at 500,000 [6]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

O ne measure of economic 
confidence is the stock 

market. To this end, on 
March 1, the Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average closed above 
21,000 for the first time [1]. 

Meanwhile, financial regula-
tors were once again closing 
troubled banks. The Proficio 
Bank in Utah was shuttered 
by financial regulators [2].  

For the week ending February 
25, the number of first time 
unemployment claims report-
ed by the Labor Department 
was 223,000 [3]. Then for the 
week ending March 4, the 
number was 243,000 [4]. Fi-
nally for the week ending 
March 11, the number was 
241,000 [5]. In other news, 
according to the Labor De-
partment, the unemployment 
rate was 4.7% [6]. 

China continues to devaluate 
its currency. Case in point, 

during the last year, the value 
of the Chinese currency (the 
yuan) fell 7% [7]. This artifi-
cially lowers the price of Chi-
nese goods, making American 
products less price competi-
tive.  
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I was drafted during the 

Korean War. None of us 

wanted to go... It was only 

a couple of years after 

World War II had ended. 

We said, 'Wait a second? 

Didn't we just get through 

with that?'—Clint 

Eastwood 


