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World News

It seems out good friend China is actively trying to undermine Western powers. For instance, one
piece indicates China has been helping Iran with its missile program [1]. This comes as one report
suggests China is rapidly closing the military gap with the US [2]. One piece suggests the new Chinese
airborne early warning aircraft indicates China is planning six or more aircraft carriers [3]. Finally,
China appears to have constructed South China Sea island facilities to house long range surface to air
missiles [4].

Meanwhile, North Korea conducted a ballistic missile test [5]. However, a more immediate concern;
all indications point to North Korea as the source for a VX nerve agent used as an assassination weap-
on in Malaysia’s main international airport [6]. VX is considered a weapon of mass destruction by the
UN and a 10 milligram dose on the skin can be fatal [7]. Two women being held for the attack said
they believed they were part of a prank to smear a baby oil substance on the target [8]. It remains un-
clear how the women were protected against the agent during and after the attack. That North Korea
would use such a weapon in an international airport indicates a new capability and willingness to use
such weapons. Meanwhile, China is blaming the U.S. for tensions with North Korea [9].

In the Middle-East, the wars in Syria and Iraq continue. In Mosul, Iraq, Islamic State (IS) fighters are
using car bombs, snipers and armed drones [10]. On the U.S. coalition side, the previous strict rules
of engagement have been relaxed allowing faster access to firepower [11]. And for the first time, the
Iraqi Air Force stuck IS targets inside Syria [12]. One piece suggests American troops in Syria may be
part of the request to defeat the IS [13].
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the earth will be killed.—
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If atomic bombs are to be
added as new weapons to
the arsenals of a warring
world, or to the arsenals of
nations preparing for war,
then the time will come
when mankind will curse
the names of Los Alamos
and of Hiroshima.—J.
Robert Oppenheimer

Page 3

s we look toward the

future, Iran serves as a
reminder of the problems
ahead. Case in point, hun-
dreds of thousands of Iranians
were in the streets chanting
death to America [1]. This
comes after a report indicates
Iran is working against the US
by supporting the Taliban in
Western Afghanistan [2].

Around the world, acts of
terrorism continue. In Paki-
stan a terrorist suicide bomb
attack on the Sufi shrine in
southern Pakistan left at least
88 dead [3]. In France, law
enforcement arrested four
people with ties to Syria, that
were planning a terrorist at-
tack [4]. In Somalia, a car
bomb was used in an attack
that killed at least 34 people
[5].

Once again, terrorism hits
countries where we have forc-
es deployed. In Afghanistan, a
bomb explosion during rush
hour killed at least a dozen
people [6]. In Iraq, a car bomb
killed at least 48 people [7].

Terrorism

According to Malaysian po-
lice, Kim Jong-nam was assassi-
nated with VX nerve agent
while traveling in an interna-
tional airport [8]. It is believed
the nerve agent came from
North Korea [9]. That VX
could be used in a busy air-
port indicates a new threat for
the traveling public.
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Economy

ood news on the jobs

front. Intel announced
plans to invest $7 billion in an
Arizona factory, creating
3,000 jobs [1].
For the week ending February
4, the number of first time
unemployment claims was
234,000 [2]. Then for the
week ending February 11, the
number was 239,000 [3]. For

the week ending February 18,
the number was 244,000 [4].

China’s economy continues to
expand. Case in point, China
surpassed the US and France
to become Germany’s biggest
trading partner [5].

One the stock market front,
the Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage set a 10" straight record
high [6]. It’s nuclear how long
the Dow will continue to rise
before the inevitable contrac-
tion takes place.
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