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O nce again, North Korea made news with its nuclear weapons program. The latest was a [CBM
that reached an altitude of 2,780 miles before reentering the Earth’s atmosphere [1]. The new
missile now appears to have the range necessary to reach Washington DC and New York City [2]. Of
concern to neighboring counties; the missile landed within Japan's exclusive economic zone [3]. Addi-
tionally,. the Communist North is advancing test and development of submarine launched ballistic
misses [4]. With all the nuclear weapons development, there are those that believe we are getting ever
closer to armed conflict with the North [5]. Sanctions have not been effective against the rogue na-
tion. Case in point, Russia provide the North with Internet access [6]. Perhaps the only country that
could bring North Korea to cut back on its nuclear weapons program is China. However, when
prompted to act on North Korea, China resists [7].

Next door, China continues to expand its military influence. For instance, China has finally admitted
to deploying fighters in the South China Sea [8]. Additionally, China introduced two Type 056/056A
Jiangdao-class corvettes designed for anti-submarine missions [9]. Then the Chinese DF-41 mobile
ICBM capable of delivering 10 warheads anywhere on Earth is expected to be deployed within six
months [10]. One of the consequences of China military rise is to encourage other countries to milita-
rize. Case in point, India announced plans to build and deploy six nuclear powered attack submarines

(11].
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he race to fix security

bugs continues. For
instance, Microsoft releases
patches to fix 20 security
vulnerabilities [1]. Addi-
tionally, Adobe patches
fixed 62 vulnerabilities [2].
Then Intel released a securi-
ty patch to address multiple
security vulnerabilities [3].
Finally, Cisco released
patched to fix WebEx vul-
nerabilities [4].

Concurrent with security
vulnerabilities are successful
exploits. For instance, in

Security

the UK, the world’s largest
shipbroker, Clarkson, fell

victim to a cyber attack and
vowed not to pay a ransom

(5].

With the number of securi-
ty patches we see, it should
be obvious that new pro-
grams will contain security
vulnerabilities. At the ex-
treme end, there are some
recommendations to main-
tain paper as the ultimate
backup for failures in infor-
mation technology systems

(6].
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It's very certain that North

Korea is developing
nuclear weapons for
offensive purposes. They
don't need nuclear
weapons to defend their
own country.—Kim Young

sam
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In North Korea, grass is a
vegetable eaten by the
people, and they've got
nuclear weapons and

intercontinental ballistic

missiles. So, something
more stringent than what's
been done to North Korea

is going to have to work;
otherwise, a military strike
is the only option.—Oliver
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A religious terrorist group
attacked an Egyptian
mosque leaving at least 200
people dead [1]. In Nigeria, a
suicide bombing at a mosque
left at least 50 people dead [2].
Elsewhere in Nigeria, at least
13 people were killed as a
result of a market suicide
bombing [3].

In Pakistan, five terrorist
dressed as women wearing
burkas entered a government
building and killed at least
nine people [4]. Taliban ter-
rorists claimed responsibility
for the attack [5]. In Afghani-
stan, a motorcycle bomb to
kill at least five people [6].
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ccording to the Labor

Department, for the
week ending November 11,
the number of first time un-
employment claims was
249,000 [1].Then, for the
week ending November 18,
the number of claims was
239,000 [2]. Finally, for the
week ending November 25,
the number of claims was

238,000 [3].

On the good news side, the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) grew at a three year
high rate of 3.3% [4]. Then on
November 30, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average broke
through the 24,000 barrier for
the first time [5].

In the past we have explored
how “Algos” (artificial intelli-
gence trading applications)
respond to the news. On De-
cember 1, ABC news reported
a story that sent the stock
market on a deep decline [6,
7]. The initial market fall was
approximately 300 points [8].
We later discovered the key
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part of the story was false [9].
ABC suspended the source of
the incorrect report for four
weeks without pay [10]. Never-
theless, market volatility re-
sulted from false information.
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The larger picture here is

that a North Korea with

nuclear weapons adds to
the larger proliferation risk.

—Susan Rice
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