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World News

As part of an Asian tour, the President of the US made a visit to China [1]. While much attention

was focuses on the visit, China introduced a new large dredging vessel, ideal for creating artifi-
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cial islands [2]. This newest ship is causing concern throughout the region [3]. This also comes as Chi-
na announced plans to construct a third aircraft carrier [4].

One topic of the Asian tour is the North Korean nuclear weapons program. One consequences of this
buildup is the discussions by other countries to build their own weapons. For instance, one report
indicates South, Korea, Japan, Australia, Myanmar, Taiwan and Vietnam are each exploring the need
to develop nuclear weapons of their own [5]. Meanwhile, reports indicate three US aircraft carriers are
involved with a 4 day military exercise with South Korea [6].

While much attention is focused on Asia, things are heating up in the Middle-East. For background,
within the Middle-East there is an Islamic religious divide between the Saudi Sunni kingdom and the
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Iranian Shi’ite republic [7]. Recently, Saudi Arabia started the cycle with a sweeping anti-corruption

campaign [8]. One report suggests the campaign was a power consolidation effort [9]. Then a missile

made in Iran was destroyed following its launch from Yemen in route to a target in Saudi Arabia [10].
Next there was an oil pipeline explosion in Bahrain that was blamed on Iran [11]. Expectedly, Iran
denied all involvement while Saudi Arabia enhanced oil infrastructure security [12]. Finally, there are
indications that Lebanon is being pulled into a proxy war between Iran and Saudi Arabia [13].
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As we looks for improv-
ing security controls,
perhaps the lessons learned
from bad actors can be
applied. Consider the simi-
larity of terrorist attacks.
For instance, the San Ber-
nardino shooters were radi-
calized by the Islamic State
(IS) and extensively
planned their attack [1]. In
order to go undetected,
they must have applied
adequate security mecha-
nisms to hide their activi-
ties. Indeed, we learned the
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FBI initially could not gain
access to the iPhone due to
the security mechanisms of
the device [2]. Now fast
forward to the Las Vegas
shooter, Stephen Paddock.
Again, the IS claimed he
was one of their people [3].
However, in order to con-
firm this association, inves-
tigators are looking for
more evidence. It is reason-
able to expect any corre-
spondence with terrorist
organizations would require
security controls sufficient
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to go undetected. We now
learned that the hard drive
to Mr. Paddock’s laptop
was missing [4]. In conclu-
sion, we see massive breach-
es in the news, yet the bad
actors seem to have ways to
ensure the security of their
operations.

In other news, the race to
fix security bugs continues.
For instance, Cisco released
patches to fix 16 security
vulnerabilities [5].
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If we knew what it was we
were doing, it would not be
called research, would it’—

Albert Einstein
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Research is what I'm doing
when I don't know what
I'm doing.—Wernher von

Braun
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Religious terrorism contin-
ues to plague the world.
In Mogadishu, Somalia, two
terrorist car bomb explosions
outside the Nasa Hablod Two
Hotel left at least 19 people
dead [1]. In Afghanistan, Tali-
ban fighters attacked a police
checkpoint killing 13 people
(2].

In New York City, an Islamic
terrorist used a rented truck to
run down people leaving at
least 8 dead and 13 injured
[3]. Since the attack, the Islam-
ic State (IS) claimed responsi-
bility for the act [4].

In the war against the IS, it
appears the last hold out in
Syria has been eliminated [5].
However, the terrorist organi-
zation is still problematic in
other areas. For instance, Ja-
pan announced plans to build
four radar transmitters for the
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Philippines so they can moni-

tor IS activities [6].
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ccording to the Labor

Department, for the
week ending October 21, the
number of first time unem-
ployment claims was 233,000
[1]. Then for the week ending
October 28, the number was
229,000 [2]. Finally, for the
week ending November 4, the

number was 239,000 [3].

The US President continues
his tour of Asia [4]. Amongst
the topics discussed was the
trade imbalance with China.
In regard to the imbalance,
the President did not fault
China for exploiting poorly
written trade agreements [5].
On the plus side, over $250
billion in trade agreements
were secured so far [6]. This as
the President insists there

should be fair trade [7].
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Bear in mind North Korea
has been the leading
source, d leading source of
nuclear technology and of
missile delivery systems to
some of the world's great

rogues in Iran and Syria.—

Robert McFarlane
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