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he war drums calling for a military response to North Korea are getting louder. One piece claims
the Secretary of Defense, has informed the military to be prepared for North Korea [1]. This Terrorism

comes are news reports indicate the assassinated half-brother of the North Korean leader had 1.4

times the lethal dose of VX nerve agent on his face [2]. One piece points out the use of a banned Economy

chemical weapon is a sign of supreme confidence the North Korean leader can get away with any
crime [3]. Meanwhile, North Korea’s deputy U.N. ambassador is warning, nuclear war can break out

at any moment [4]. Concurrently, South Korea's top diplomat issued a warning that North Korea is

nearing nuclear weapons capability [5].

North Korea is not the only Asian threat. According to one piece, China has developed a military

plan to invade Taiwan by 2020 [6]. This comes as China has reasserted it will not allow an independ-
ent Taiwan [7]. Moreover, China has started deploying its new J-20 stealth fighter [8]. One article indi-
cates the J-20 is a long range, high speed aircraft designed to attack airborne support systems such as

the AWACS and refueling aircraft [9].

The technology used in combat is rapidly evolving. For instance, one report indicates the Ukraine will
deploy offensive robots by next year [10]. In the race for militarized robots, one piece suggests the US
lags Russia in this area [11]. However, another article suggests the US will have more combat robots
than people by as early as 2025 [12].
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As we rely more on
single product security
solutions, how do we know
how secure they are? Case
in point, one report indi-
cates the popular anti-virus
product, Kaspersky Soft-
ware, was used by Russian
hackers to steal NSA data
[1]. This should also serve
as a supply chain red flag
for the multitude of prod-
ucts made in China.

The news from Equifax
continues to evolve. Case in
point, the company in-

Security

creased the number affect-
ed by 2.5 million for a re-
vised update of 145.5 mil-
lion people [2]. One piece
indicates Equifax could
have averted the breach by
properly applying a readily
available security patch [3].
As Equifax teaches us, the
race to fix security flaws in
commercial software con-
tinues. Case in point, Ora-
cle released patches to fix

252 bugs [4].

North Korea has been un-
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e Seventh bank shattered

der focus for its nuclear
weapons program and
threats to use such weap-
ons. However, one piece
points out the North Kore-
an state sponsored hackers
have been causing signifi-
cant damage [5].
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Remember, a dead fish can
float downstream, but it

takes a live one to swim

upstream.—W. C. Fields
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he war against the Islam-

ic State (IS) is progress-
ing. Case in point, one report
indicates the former capital of
IS, Raqqa, is fully under US
backed forces control [1].
With the loss of territory, the
IS attacks are dominated by
insurgency tactics [2].

We should not forget that
[slamic terrorism also targets
Muslims. For instance, in two
separate suicide attack in Af-
ghanistan; at least 39 were
killed at a Shiite mosque and
20 at a Sunni mosque [3]. In a

follow-up, IS claimed responsi-

bility for the attack against the
Shiite mosque [4].

Elsewhere in the world, terror-

ism continues. In Canada, a
terrorist wrapped in an ISIS
flag stabbed a police officer

and ran his vehicle into pedes-

trians [5]. In France, a terror-
ist used a knife to kill two
women in a train station [6].
In Somalia, at least 53 people
were killed by a truck bomb
near the Safari Hotel [7].

It seems most of the Middle-

Terrorism

East has varying degrees of
problems with militants. For
instance, in Egypt, at least 30
policemen were killed while
attaching a militant hideout in
the desert [8].
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O nce again, regulators
were busy closing a
financial institution; seven so
far this year. The latest casual-
ty was the Farmers and Mer-

chants State Bank of Argonia,
in Kansas [1].

According to the Commerce
Department, the US trade
deficit for August was $42.4
billion [2]. For the week end-
ing September 30, the number
of first time unemployment
claims reported by the Labor
Department was 260,000 [3].
Then for the week ending
October 7, the number of
claims was 243,000 [4]. Final-
ly, the number of first time
unemployment claims fell to a

44 year low of 222,000 [5].

On October 17, the Dow
Jones Industrial Average set a
new record high, crossing the

23,000 level [6]. Then on Oc-
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tober 18, the Dow rose 160
points to close above 23,000
for the first time [7].
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China is not going to
become a liberal
democracy; if it did, it
would collapse. I do not
believe you can impose on
other countries standards
which are alien and totally
disconnected with their

past.—Lee Kuan Yew
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