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World News

he war tension in Asia continues to rise. Case in point, North Korea is threatening to use its

nuclear weapons against Japan [1]. This comes as revised estimates on the North Korean nuclear
bomb test’s yield are now in the 250 kiloton range [2]. Then on 15 September, the communist North
fired another missile over Japan [3]. However, as long as China continues to aid the North, we can
expect tension to continue. For instance, North Korea’s trade is dominated by with China. By one
estimate, 85% of North Korea’s imports and 83% of its exports are with China [4]. This trade also
includes military equipment. For example, the North Korean trucks used for transporting ballistic
missiles were made in China [5]. Another report indicates China is violating its agreed upon UN
trade sanctions with North Korea by purchasing coal [6].

Meanwhile, China is building a capability to destroy or neutralize all US satellites [7]. One report
indicates Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of the joint chiefs of staff, singled out China as the main
threat to US security [8]. Concurrently, China is slowly asserting control of Japanese claimed islands

by increasing military patrols in those areas [9)].
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A new report indicates
the Security and Ex-
change Commission (SEC)
Edgar database was
breached and the infor-
mation possibly used for
trades |1]. We also recently
learned that Equifax also
suffered a breach back in
March [2]. Additionally, we
learned from the UK media
that Deloitte suffered an
email breach possibly start-

ing last year that went unde-

tected for months [3, 4.

Once again, the Navy is

Security

looking for crew related
causes for the recent colli-
sions. For example, one
report indicates the crew
did not compensate for loss
of steering [5]. The ques-
tion here is does this expla-
nation pass the red face
test? This is reminiscent of
the 1988 published paper,
Exploring Computer Virus-
es. At the time, one security
expert put it succinctly:
“Computer viruses will
never be more than mere
curiosities. You are wasting

(Continued on page 2)

your time researching this
topic.” Déja vu.

New products releases are
often followed by security
patches. Case in Point,
Apple released a fix for a
potential critical vulnerabil-

ity with iOS 11.0.01 [6].
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Unless more efforts based
upon longrange planning
are put into military
preparations and
operations, it will be very
hard to win the final
victory.—Isoroku

Yamamoto
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fghanistan has been a

harbor for religious ter-
rorism. In the months before
the 9/11 attack against the

US, the Taliban Islamic terror-

ist group was busy destroying
statues of the Buddha [1].
While the world was shocked,
nothing was done. Then, dur-
ing the 9/11 attacks, Osama
Bin Laden freely lived and
operated in Afghanistan 9/11
[2]. At that time, the Islamic
religious Taliban controlled
most of Afghanistan. Today
they have returned with fresh
acts of terrorism. For example
3 government workers previ-
ously captured were executed
[3]. In another incident, Tali-
ban fighters killed 8 police at
a checkpoint [4]. Now as bad
as the Taliban are, the new
player to Afghanistan is the
Islamic State (IS). For exam-
ple, the former Bin Laden
cave complex reportedly fell to
the IS last June [5]. One arti-
cle describes the Taliban as
horrified at the savagery of the
IS during the fight [6].

The lesson from this turmoil

Terrorism

is should all international
forces leave Afghanistan, the
violence will continue along
religious versions of Islam.

Case in point, a suicide bomb-

er killed at least six people
near a Shiite mosque, March

12, 2001 [7].

In London, a terrorist attack
included the use of an impro-
vised explosive device set off
on a mass transit subway train

[8]. Since the attack, the Islam-

ic State (IS) has claimed re-

sponsibility [9].
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Economy

n a rare move, the US

blocked the sale of the US
semiconductor company, Lat-
tice, to Chinese interests [1].
Perhaps there is hope for the
integrity of the US semicon-
ductor supply chain.

For the week ending Septem-
ber 9, the number of first time
unemployment claims report-
ed by the Labor Department
was 284,000 [2]. For the next
week, the number was
259,000 [3]. Finally, for the
week ending September 23,
the number reported was

272,000 [4].

The Commerce Department
reported the US growth rate
was 3.1% for the April
through June quarter [5].
While this is an improvement,
the growth needs to be at a
higher rate. Case in point,
China’s growth rate is ex-
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pected to be above 6% [6].
Continuing to feed China’s
economy at the expense of the
US will not have a happy end-
ing. Especially in light of the
expanded military operations
ongoing by China.
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You win battles by
knowing the enemy's
timing, and using a timing
which the enemy does not

expect.—Miyamoto

Musashi
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