
N orth Korea’s successful conducted an underwater missile launch test and there are concerns the 
rogue nation will challenge the US in the near future [1]. Additionally, they fired three ballistic 

missiles with a 1,000 KM range toward the Sea of Japan [2]. Then, the communist country detonated 
its fifth nuclear device  and claimed to have the technology to miniaturize nuclear warheads [3]. The 
latest explosion is the largest yet, estimated to equal 10 kilotons of TNT [4]. 

Meanwhile, China continues to challenge the Philippines over contested islands. Case in point, Chi-
na is reported to have increased the number of ships operating in the Scarborough Shoal to include 
barges [5]. Some of the Chinese ships are thought to be dredges used for land reclamation [6]. What’s 
more, Japan announced plans to join US patrols in the South China Sea [7].  

Technology is the great enabler for military success. One technology of particular interest is scramjets, 
capable of air fueled hypersonic flight. India successfully tested a rocket assist version; however only 
the US and China have tested free-flying vehicles [8]. This comes after news emerged of China’s DF-
DZ hypersonic glide vehicle and the commitment to missile warfare with the US [9]. Additionally 
China successfully launched its second space station [10]. Moreover, China is militarizing their tech-
nology at a rapid pace. Case in point, Chinese General Ma Xiaotian indicated a new bomber is in 
development (referred to as the H-6K with an expected range of 6,000KM) [11].  
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T he Romanian hacker 
known as Guccifer, 

was sentenced to 54 
months in US prison [1]. 
However, he was on loan 
from Romania and that 
country wants him returned 
[2]. 

Once again the race to fix 
vulnerabilities continues. 
For instance, Google issued 
patches to fix 57 Android 
vulnerabilities [3]. Then, 
Microsoft released patches 
to fix 60 vulnerabilities [4]. 
Meanwhile, Adobe released 

patches to fix 29 flash vul-
nerabilities [5]. 

One concern remains the 
insider threat. For example 
Wells Fargo was fined $185 
million  following discovery 
of insiders creating unwant-
ed accounts in customer’s 
names [6]. 
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As nations can not be 

rewarded or punished in 

the next world they must 

be in this—George Mason 
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Great is the guilt of an 

unnecessary war—John 

Adams 

O nce again, terrorism 
found its way to the 

United States. In New York 
City, a dumpster explosion 
injured 29 people [1]. Later a 
second device found several 
block away that was described 
as a pressure cooker with wires 
and a cell phone attached [2]. 
Earlier in the day (September 
17), a Marine Corps charity 
was cancelled following a pipe 
bomb that exploded in a gar-
bage can [3]. The charity run 
was initially delayed and con-
sequently, the area was vacant 
of people [4]. Had the race 
been not had a 30 minute 
delay, the explosion would 
have been at the 0.7 mile 
mark from the start and finish 
line, at a time when many 
people would be at risk [5]. 

As we reflect on the events in 
New York and New Jersey, 
consider that many of the war 
torn areas abound the world 
started with small number of 
terrorist attacks. Unfortunate-
ly, those locations never im-
proved. For instance, in the 

Syrian war zone, a series of 
bomb blasts killed at least 43 
people [6].  

Meanwhile terrorist organiza-
tions continue to expand. For 
example, the Taliban continue 
to expand their influence. In 
Afghanistan, Taliban terrorists 
used bombs in Kabul to kill 
nearly two dozen people [7]. 
Moreover, a Taliban splinter 
group claimed responsibility 
for a suicide bomb attack in 
Pakistan that killed at least 16 
people [8]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

I n another example of un-
fair trade, the Chinese gov-

ernment provides direct fund-
ing to develop its industry. For 
instance, China’s state owned 
Aero-Engine Group received 
funds to develop aircraft en-
gines in order to compete 
globally [1]. 

On the jobs front, Walmart 
plans to cut 7,000 jobs [2]. 
Then Ford announced plans 
to move all small car produc-
tion to Mexico [3]. 

For the week ending August 
27, the number of first time 
unemployment claims report-
ed by the Labor Department 
was 263,000 [4]. Then for the 
following week, the number 
was 259,000 [5]. Finally, for 
the week ending September 
10, the number reported was 
260,000 [6]. 
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Always mystify, mislead 

and surprise the enemy if 

possible—Stonewall Jackson 


