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Security

here is a report indicating two passenger trains in Italy collided head-on killing at least 23 people
[1]. This follows the two freight train head-on collision in Texas (blamed on one train failing to
stop for a red light) [2]. If the Texas report is true; a bad actor need only change one light from red to

green to effect a crash.

It appears China was behind the FDIC security breaches in 2010, 2011 and 2013 [3]. Reports indi-
cate personnel changes were made, after it was learned the discovered breaches were not reported (as

required) [4].

Keeping software fixes in check continues to be a dominant security control. For example, Apple is-
sued patches to fix a remote code execution flaw [5]. Additionally, Oracle released its largest set of

patches ever to correct 276 bugs [6].

In Dallas, a police controlled robot deployed one pound of C-4 explosive to kill a sniper [7]. Perhaps
the role of robots can best be seen with NASA’s Curiosity rover on Mars. The rover has a laser and
can now autonomously select targets to lase [8]. So why is this security related? Consider, as more acts
of terrorism against police take place, we will see more robots in law enforcement. And as we have

seen on too many occasions, there will be security flaws. Imagine an army of combat ready robots that
gets compromised and turned against the public.

1. BBC News, Italy train crash: "Twenty-three killed' near Bari in collision, July 12, 2016.

2. Warren, David, Christian Science monitor, Missed signal led to Texas train crash: Could technology

have stopped it?, July 14, 2016.

An international tribu-
nal ruled China’s
claim to most of the South
China Sea is not valid [1].
As expected, China rejected
the ruling and warned of a
decisive response [2]. There
are reports China is manip-
ulating the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
through its ally, Cambodia;
blocking a consensus sup-

porting the United Nations-

backed arbitration panel
[3]. In addition, China

issued a warning to Japan

World News

not to interfere in the
South China Sea [4]. This
comes as the number of US
Navy ships fell to 272 [5].

In Turkey, the military
attempted a coup [6]. Fol-
lowing the unsuccessful
attempt, Turkey’s president
Erdogan used an emergency
decree to solidify power [7].
Reports indicate thousands
of private Turkish schools,
charities and other institu-
tions were closed by Tur-
keys’s president [8].
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When you are courting a
nice girl an hour seems like
a second. When you sit on

a red-hot cinder a second
seems like an hour. That's

relativity.—Albert Einstein
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No captain can do very
wrong if he places his ship
alongside that of the

enemy—Horatio Nelson
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At least 84 were killed by a
terrorist riding a truck
during the Bastille Day cele-
brations in Nice, France [1].
Police identified the 31-year
old terrorist born in Tunisia
[2]. The Islamic State (IS)
claimed responsibility for the

attack [3].

In Germany, an IS inspired
Afghanistan refugee attacked
train passengers with an axe
and knife [4]. The IS later
claimed responsibility for the
attack [5]. Then in Munich,
an Iranian-German killed at
least 9 people during a terror-
ist attack [6]. Reports indicate
the attacker was saying
"Allahu Akbar," or "God is
Great" in Arabic [7]. Mean-
while, German authorities
have not discovered any ties to
organized terrorist groups and
are trying to determine the
motivation behind the attack

(8].

In Kabul, Afghanistan, at least
61 people were killed in an IS
suicide terrorist attack [9]. The
blast ripped through peaceful
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protesters [10].
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Economy
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There is more credit and
satisfaction in being a first-
rate truck driver than a
tenth-rate executive—B. C.
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