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s part of Mao’s cultural revolution in China, millions were killed [1]. An yet, there are those in
China who still support Mao and his communist ways [2]. What’s more, in India, the Maoist are
still fighting [3]. Perhaps this is a good example where the history is written by the victors.

In the South China Sea, Chinese jets intercepted a U.S. reconnaissance plane [4]. This appears to
violate an agreement reached in 2015 between the US and China to avoid such conflicts [5]. Howev-
er, China is getting more aggressive and warned the US it is prepared to fight for the South China Sea
[6]. Perhaps encounters such as these are indicators of unfair trade costs. After sapping the wealth of
the US, China is now in a position to challenge the US military.

The fighting in Syria continues along many fronts. It appears the Islamic State (IS) launched a success-
ful attack against the strategic Russian T4 base in central Syria [7]. Additionally, the IS and Syrian
government are both attaching a separate group of rebels [8]. Elsewhere, multiple terrorist bombings
in government controlled areas killed at least 80 people [9].

The GAO reported the US is still using 1970’s IBM computers to control nuclear and ballistic arms
[10]. On the surface, this would seem to be a serious problem. However, let’s examine this a little.
Back in the 70’s programmers mastered assembly language. The programs had little space for exten-
sions (such as malicious software). In contrast, today we rely on crappy programs operating on crappy

operating systems with so many hardware interfaces, it’s nearly impossible to protect. Consider the

Voyager spacecraft still working fine with older technology.
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S tate sponsored cyber-

attacks are not slowing
down. Despite past promis-
es, Chinese cyber-attacks
continue unabated [1].

Readers may recall, Apple
refused to help the FBI
unlock a secured iPhone
used by San Bernardino
terrorists [2]. Now, there
are concerns that Apple’s
ride-hailing app investment
in china will require the

company to work with Chi-

nese security and intelli-
gence agencies [3].

Security

Meanwhile, patch manage-
ment continues to drive
commercial products. For
instance, VMware released
patches to correct vulnera-
bilities that enabled mali-
cious software to execute at
privilege [4].

Whenever there is an unex-
pected power outage, it calls
into focus the risks to the
critical infrastructure. For
instance, much of down-
town Seattle was without
power for approximately
one hour and the cause of
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the failure could take weeks
to determine [5].
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Festivals cause diseases,

since they lighten cares but

increase gluttony—
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From the deepest desires
often come the deadliest

hate—Socrates

Page 3

he war in Afghanistan
continues to erode. For
instance one report indicates

the Taliban cut the main high-

way between Kabul and the
northern part of the country
[1]. Additionally, it appears.
Mullah Akhtar Muhammad
Mansour, the Afghanistan
Taliban leader, was killed in a
drone strike within Pakistan
[2]. Since then, the Taliban
has selected Mullah Akhtar
Muhammad Mansoura as its
new leader [3].

The war in Libya continues to
degrade. For instance, one
report suggests the US and 20
other countries are consider-
ing arming the Government
of Libya in its battle against
the Islamic State (IS) [4]. This
comes as the Human Rights
Watch organization detailed
human rights atrocities con-
ducted by the IS in Sirte, Lib-
va [5].

Meanwhile, the Middle-East
remains on edge. In Iraq, ter-
rorist bombs left at least 46
dead [6]. Additionally, an

Terrorism

Egypt Air flight between
France and Cairo crashed just
prior to leaving Greece’s air
space [7].

One piece describes how the
IS mixes in terrorists with
migrants heading to Europe
[8]. This will likely be an EU
problem for some time to
come.
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Economy

S omething we haven’t seen
in some time is a signifi-
cant spike in inflation. Howev-
er, for April inflation shot up

by 0.4% [1].

For the week ending May 14,
the number of first time un-
employment claims reported
by the Labor Department was
278,000 [2]. Then for the
following week, the number
reported was 268,000 [3].

Perhaps we can learn a way
forward from one company in
China. Foxconn, the large
Chinese Apple supplier is
replacing 60,000 workers with
robots [4]. So why do we need
to manufacture devices in
China if the labor force is
robots!

Meanwhile, China continues
to destroy US industry
through the use of unfair
trade practices. For instance,
some are calling the practices
employed by China against
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US steel companies nothing
short of war [5].

As the economy continues to
struggle, there are other im-
pacts to those that have re-
tired. Case in point, one of
the largest private pension
funds, Central States Pension,
is running out of money and
is facing insolvency [6]. Final-
ly, in a further sign of eco-
nomic weakness, the Sports
Authority announced it will
close its 463-store chain [7].
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There is no such thing as
justice in the abstract; it is
merely a compact between

me—Epicurus
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