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In Syria, there are reports the Government is repelling a large scale rebel attack in the northern city
of Aleppo [1]. Concurrently, Turkey attacked Islamic State (IS) targets located 12 km south of the

Turkey/Syria border [2].

In the South China Sea, China continues to flex its military muscle. For instance, the Xinhua state
news agency announced military exercise later this month that will include advanced warships and
submarines [3]. This comes as China has built a series of artificial island that recovered 3,200 aces in
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the South China Sea [4]. Moreover, there are concerns that China may build an eighth island on Scar-
borough Shoal; a location much closer to Manila [5]. China’s response to reports of its military

buildup was to criticize the US for overstating the threat [6].

During the last year, the US Army has reduced its size by 16,548, reaching a reduced force seen only
prior to World War II [7]. This comes as China continues to expand its military growth [8]. For in-
stance, China is building ballistic and cruise missiles with a reach extending to Guam [9]. In response
to the Chinese navy expansion, one study concludes more submarines and fewer carriers are needed
[10]. However, by one estimate, within 10 years China is expected to have twice the number of subma-

rines as does the US [11].
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ecurity patch manage-

ment continues to be
going full force. Google
released patches to fix 40
security flaws [1]. Addition-
ally, Apple released an
Xcode update to fix two
vulnerabilities [2]. Then the
OpenSSL released a series
of patches to fix six vulnera-

bilities [3].

In the world of cyber-
attacks, some are suggesting
the current US policy to-
ward Iran, China, and Rus-
sia is ineffective [4]. Moreo-
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ver, even the FBI is using
password cracking tools
developed by a Russian
security firm [5].

What’s more, state spon-
sored cyber-attacks are a
continuing problem [6].
This comes after another
attack on the SWIFT inter-
bank messaging system; this
time, form a bank in Vi-
etnam [7].
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Through clever and
constant application of
propaganda, people can be
made to see paradise as
hell, and also the other
way round, to consider the

most wretched sort of life

as paradise.—Adolf Hitler
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he Islamic State (IS)

claimed responsibility for
a car bomb explosion at a
Baghdad market that killed at
least 64 people [1]. In a sepa-
rate attack, IS terrorists at-
tacked a Baghdad gas plant
killing 5 police officers [2].
This attack was described as a
suicide attack with the overall
death toll of at least 11 [3].
Additionally, IS terrorists
attacked a café frequented by
sports fans, killing at least 12
people [4]. The IS bombings
are causing the Iraqi army to
divert forces. Case in point,
half of the army is tasked with
protecting the capitol, Bagh-
dad [5].

The IS was also active in Yem-
en with an estimated 25 dead
from suicide bombings [6].
On the plus side, one report
indicates the IS has declared a
state of emergency for its capi-
tal Raqqa, Syria [7] Elsewhere
in Syria, a Hezbollah military
leader was killed during an
artillery attack [8].

Terrorism is starting to ex-
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pand into other countries,

including Germany. For exam-

ple, in Grafing, Germany, a
knife attack that left one per-
son dead and three wounded,
is reported to be the work of
an Islamic terrorist [9].
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Regulators continued to
close banks. The First
CornerStone Bank in Pennsyl-
vania became the third finan-
cial institution shuttered so
far this year [1]. In another
sign of economic trouble
ahead, Aeropostale filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy and
announced plans to shutter
154 of its stores [2].

According to the Labor De-
partment, for the week ending
April 30 the number of first
time unemployment claims
was 274,000 [3]. Then for the
following week, the number
reported was 294,000 (4].

Overall, the employment pic-
ture leaves much room for
improvement. In addition to
over 94 million Americans no
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longer in the workforce, 5.9
million part time workers
indicated they would like full
time work [5].

Perhaps the best measure of

the weak economy is the num-

ber of people within the mid-
dle class. One piece indicates,
since 2000 the America Mid-
dle Class has decreased, with
households in 203 of the 229

metropolitan areas falling [6].
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Much learning does not
teach understanding—

Heraclitus
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