
A s the US continues to make agreements with China on trade and other matters, it is worth ex-
amining how the communist giant is honoring past agreements. Case in point, although China 

agreed to stop cyber espionage operations against the US; the practice continues [1].What’s more, 
with record trade deficits, the U.S. is just now ironing a deal to allow US farmers to export rice to 
China [2]. So what are the ramifications of China’s unfair trade practices? 

Consider, China’s actions in the South China Sea are causing more angst. For instance, one report 
indicates India may join the US in joint patrols of the contested area [3]. In the past, Chinese officials 
stressed the civilian nature of the Spratlys expansion; however military expansion is what is taking 
place [4]. In another example, there is a report China is deploying surface to air missiles to at least one 
of the contested islands [5]. This is supported by satellite imagery of Woody Island that depicts radar 
plus 2 batteries, each with surface-to-air missile launchers [6]. The HQ-9 missiles China deployed have 
an estimated range of 100 to 120 miles [7]. For its part, China is blaming the United States for South 
China Sea militarization [8]. Paradoxically, if there was no wealth transfer from the US, China would 
not have the resources to take over the South China Sea. So in this regard there is some truth to the 
Chinese assertion.  

At the far extreme, some have pointed out military conflict parallels exist throughout history and 
warn the South China Sea could be the stage for the next World War [9]. Consider that Germany’s 
pre-war expansion was a catalyst for World War 2. At this point, we have transferred so much wealth 
and technology into China; they are rapidly expanding their military. So the real cost in decades of 
unfair trade may culminate in future armed conflict. 
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T he race to fix security 
vulnerabilities contin-

ues. Microsoft’s patch Tues-
day fixed 36 vulnerabilities 
[1]. Then Adobe released 
patches to fix 32 vulnerabil-
ities [2]. We also learned of 
vulnerabilities impacting 
the Internet of Things. For 
instance, Trane smart ther-
mostats were patched to 
address vulnerabilities with 
the devices [3]. In another 
example, Cisco issued a 
patch to fix a Internet Key 
Exchange vulnerability in 

the ASA firewall product 
[4]. Then Mozilla issued 
patches to fix vulnerabilities 
in the Firefox browser [5].  

Elsewhere, ransomware is 
in the news. For example, 
the Hollywood Presbyterian 
Medical Center in Los An-
geles paid a $17,000 ran-
som to get their files de-
crypted after malware ren-
dered the files useless [6]. 
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Skepticism is a virtue in 

history as well as in 

philosophy—Napoleon 

Bonaparte  
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Russia and China are very 

natural partners. We are 

neighbors with an immense 

common border.—Vladimir 

Putin 

T errorism continues to 
exact a toll. For instance, 

in Nigeria, two girls blew 
themselves up killing at least 
58 people [1]. Elsewhere, Tur-
key finds itself in deep waters. 
For instance, a car bomb ex-
plosion in Ankara killed at 
least 28 people [2]. 

Libya is becoming the latest 
front on the war against the 
Islamic State (IS) [3]. Case in 
point, US warplanes are re-
ported to have bombed a sus-
pected IS base in Libya [4]. By 
one estimate at least 40 people 
were killed in the attack [5]. 

Meanwhile, the war in Syria 
continues with terrorist at-
tacks. For instance, twin car 
bombs killed at least 25 peo-
ple were killed [6]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

T he disastrous trade imbal-
ance with China is credit-

ed with helping shape the 
political victories in New 
Hampshire [1]. For instance, 
the 2015 US trade deficit with 
China reached a new record 
high of $365.7 Billion [2].This 
works out to over a billion 
dollars per day on average. 

According to the Labor De-
partment, the number of first 
time unemployment claims 
for the week ending February 
6 was 269,000 [3]. Then for 
the following week, the num-
ber reported was 262,000 [4]. 

Meanwhile the thrust to ex-

port US jobs continues una-
bated. Case in point, Carrier 
announced pland to lay off 
1,400 American working in 
Indianapolis and move the 
manufacturing to Mexico [5].  
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To be prepared for war is 

one of the most effective 

means of preserving peace—

George Washington 


