
W e live in a world where the well intentioned ideas often result in unintended consequences. 
Consider, On September 7, 1977, President Carter signed a treaty that transferred control of 

the Panama Canal to the government of Panama [1]. In the years to follow, there were concerns over 
the growing influence of Chinese companies linked to the Panama Canal [2]. Now the newest US 
destroyer, the USS Zumwalt, broke down in the Panama Canal [3]. 1979 was also the year President 
Carter severed diplomatic relations with Taiwan in favor of the Peoples Republic of China (PRC) [4]. 
Now the PRC issued a protest over the president of Taiwan calling the US president elect [5]. So in 
summary, China’s rise to power is a product of our own making; and the PRC is our most serious 
economic and military adversary. 

Other concerns regarding China include South and East China Sea expansion. For instance, one 
piece indicates China is in a multiyear process to reclaim the Senkaku Islands from Japan [6]. Moreo-
ver, China tested the launch of 10 DF-21 intermediate range ballistic missiles [7]. This also comes as 
China and Russia continue to advance their hypersonic efforts [8]. However, the Russia naval opera-
tion off the coast of Syria illustrated limitation with their Aircraft Carrier [9].  
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O nce again, Chinese 
cyber threats are in 

the news. For instance, one 
report indicates a number 
of Android smart phones 
include a Trojan horse that 
sends all text messages to 
China at 72 hour intervals 
[1]. 

In large scale hacking at-
tacks, the US Government 
remains a target. For exam-
ple, personal data on 
134,386 current and for-
mer sailors was compro-
mised [2]. Then hackers 

using malicious software 
were responsible for infect-
ing 1.3 million Android 
phones since August [3]. 

Hacking banks overseas is 
also in the news. One re-
port indicates hackers net-
ted $31 million from the 
Russian central bank [4]. 
Another piece indicates 
central banks in Saudi Ara-
bia were victims of Iranian 
malicious software [5]. 
Then there is a report that 
hackers breached a bank in 
Liechtenstein [6], 
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Security 

Always mystify, mislead 

and surprise the enemy if 

possible—Stonewall Jackson  
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Online is ridiculous. 

Places like Ohio State 

bring people here together, 

and students teach each 

other—Gordon Gee 

A s we consider what the 
next potential terrorist 

tool may be, we need to look 
no further than the Middle 
East. Case in point, multiple 
fires set in Israel forced the 
evacuation of 80,000 people 
[1].  

In Iraq, the Islamic State (IS) 
claimed responsibility for a 
truck bomb explosion that kill 
at least 73 following a Shiite 
religious observance [2]. Addi-
tionally, the IS continues to 
use suicide bombers in de-
fense of Mosul [3]. 

The IS remains active 
throughout the world. Case in 
point, women suicide bomb-
ers were used against Libyan 
forces [4]. 

Once again, terrorism struck 
the US. A Somali born Mus-

lim terrorist wounded 11 peo-
ple at Ohio State University 
[4]. Later, IS claimed the at-
tacker was one of their follow-
ers [5]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

G ood news is developing 
on the trade front. Ford 

announced it will not move 
it’s Lincoln SUV manufactur-
ing (from Kentucky to Mexi-
co) [1]. Furthermore, there are 
reports that Apple will move 
some of it’s manufacturing 
from China back to the US 
[2]. Then Carrier announced 
plans to stay in America, sav-
ing 1,000 jobs [3]. 

In other news, the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average closed 
above 19,000 for the first time 
[4]. According to the Labor 
Department, for the week 
ending November 12, the 
number of first time unem-
ployment claims was 235,000 
[5]. For the week ending No-
vember 19, the number re-
ported was 251,000 [6]. Then 
for the week ending Novem-
ber 26, the number reported 
was 268,000[7]. 

Meanwhile, China’s central 
bank set the exchange rate 
between the Dollar and Yuan 
to its lowest level in 8 years 
[8]. This means, Chinese 
goods will be cheaper than 
equivalent American prod-
ucts. China also announced a 
new 10% on cars costing 1.3 
million yuan ($188,852) and 
above [9].  

In other good news, for the 
first time in 60 years, the US 
became a net exporter of natu-

ral gas [10]. What’s more, one 
piece suggests America's frack-
ing industry will keep OPEC 
on the defensive going for-
ward [11]. Nevertheless, 
OPEC agreed to a 1.2 million 
barrel per day oil production 
cutback; an action that drove 
the price of oil above $50 per 
barrel [12]. 
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War is cruelty. There is no 

use trying to reform it. The 

crueler it is, the sooner it 

will be over.—William 

Tecumseh Sherman  


