
T he war against the Islamic State (IS) remains complicated. Case in point, months after being 
evicted from the ancient city of Palmyra in central Syria; IS fighters returned [1]. In response, 

Russian jets were used to repel the attack [2]. 

One report indicates that after six years of fighting, the Syrian government has retaken Aleppo [3]. 
However, this report was followed by news of an IS counter attack [4]. Moreover, there are reports of 
continued fighting; suggesting the city remains volatile [5]. 

Meanwhile, China continues to fortify its artificial islands. One report indicates all seven man made 
islands are now equipped with anti-aircraft and anti-missile weapon systems [6]. Despite past promises 
not to militarize the man-made islands; China acknowledged the weapons and claimed they were for 
legitimate defense purposes [7]. One piece suggests the new missiles are designed to defend the Chi-
nese air fields built on the islands [8]. 

Then a Chinese warship seized a US Navy underwater drone operating in international waters [9]. 
The drone was originally seized about 50 miles from the Subic Navy base and days later was returned 
by Chine to the US [10]. This comes as China deployed its first Aircraft Carrier to the Western Pacif-
ic [11]. 
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T he news for Yahoo just 
got worse. On top of 

the previously announced 
500 million account 
breach; the company an-
nounced it discovered a 1 
billion account breach go-
ing back to August 2013 
[1].  

One piece is suggesting 
Russia may have used infor-
mation breached during 
cyber-attacks to influence 
the 2016 election [2]. How-
ever, this distracts from the 
bigger issues which is a lack 

of computer and network 
security in general.  

The race to keep software 
patched continues. Mi-
crosoft release patches to fix 
34 Flaws [3]. Adobe issued 
patches addressed in nine 
security bulletins [4]. 

One problem with security 
breaches, they can go unde-
tected. Case in point, a 
breach of approximately 
1,000 students in Frederick 
County, Maryland, went 
undetected for 10 years [5]. 

The question remains, how 
many breaches have yet to 
be discovered? 
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Christmas is not a time 

nor a season, but a state of 

mind. To cherish peace 

and goodwill, to be 

plenteous in mercy, is to 

have the real spirit of 

Christmas.—Calvin 

Coolidge 

T errorists continue to 
target Christians. For 

example, in Berlin, Germany, 
a terrorist drove a truck into a 
Christmas market, killing at 
least 9 people [1]. German 
police initially detained a Paki-
stani asylum seeker [2]. Later, 
the Islamic State claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack and 
German investigators searched 
for a Tunisian born suspect 
[3]. The Tunisian suspect fled 
Germany and was later killed 
in a gunfight with Italian po-
lice in the city of Milan [4]. 
Then in Egypt, a terrorist 
bombing of  St Mark's Cathe-
dral killed at least 25 people 
[5]. This follows a separate 
bomb attack in Cairo that left 
at least 6 police officers dead 
[6].  

Turkey is a member of the 
NATO alliance and is on the 
front line of escalating terror-
ist attacks. Case in point, the 
Russian Ambassador to Tur-
key was assassinated by an 
Islamic terrorist that was a 
member of the riot police [7]. 
This follows terrorist attacks 
outside a sports stadium (a car 

bomb and suicide bombing) 
that resulted in the death of at 
least 38 people [8]. 

In Somalia, a car bombing left 
at least 20 people dead [9]. In 
Nigeria, twin suicide bombing 
attacks in a marketplace left at 
least 57 people dead [10]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

G ood news for future 
jobs. The chief executive 

of Softbank Group pledged to 
invest $50 billion in the US, 
creating an estimated 50,000 
new jobs [1]. Additionally, the 
CEO of US Steel wants to 
bring back 10,000 new jobs 
[2]. Then IBM announced 
plans to hire 25,000 people 
[3]. 

Once again, pollution teaches 
us one consequence of the 
one sided trade with China. 
The air pollution was so bad, 
the schools in the city, Shijia-
zhuang, were closed [4]. In 
response, China will levy a 
pollution tax starting in 2018 
[5]. 

According to the Labor De-
partment, for the week ending 
December 3, the number of 
first time unemployment 
claims was 258,000 [6]. For 
the week ending December 
10, the number reported was 

254,000 [7]. Finally, for the 
week ending December 17, 
the number reported was 
275,000 [8]. 
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Christmas is a season not 

only of rejoicing but of 

reflection—Winston 

Churchill 


