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Russia continues to expand its military around the world. For instance, one report indicates Rus-
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sia wants to establish military bases in Viet Nam and Cuba [1]. This comes as Russia appears to Terrorism
be increasing its military capabilities in Syria [2]. Russia sent a pair of its top of the line TU-160 Black-
jack bombers along Norway to Spain [3]. This, after a report Russia is preparing its citizen for possible Economy

nuclear war with the US [4]. What’s more, one report indicates Russia added 61 more nuclear war-
heads to its inventory since April [5]. Another report indicates Russia has moved nuclear-capable mis-

siles into its Kaliningrad outpost that borders NATO [6]. Then Russia announce it is suspending the
US/Russia nuclear deal that was supposed to clean up weapons grade plutonium [7]. Moreover, Rus-

sia is moving additional advanced surface to air missiles into Syria [8]. Finally, according to the U.S.

Strategic Command nominee; Russia and China are developing anti-satellite weapons [9].

Meanwhile, China’s military warned Japan not to have joint patrols in contested waters [10]. Another

sign of trouble ahead; Japan was forced to scramble fighter jets in response to eight Chinese military

aircraft flying just outside of Japanese airspace [11]. This comes as one report suggests a nuclear war

between China and Japan would result in Japan’s extinction [12].
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Yet again, another for-
eign sponsored cyber
attach has breached a large
company. This time, Yahoo
was breached exposing 500
million user’s personal
information [1]. What'’s
more, the breach continued
for two years before it was
detected [2]. One day after
announcing the breach at
Yahoo, a law suit was filed
against the company for
gross negligence [3].

On the race to fix security
holes, Open SSL issued

Security

patches to fix 14 vulnerabil-
ities [4]. Then Google re-
leased patches to fix 78
vulnerabilities ]5].

Whenever we see a train
wreck, we are again drawn
to the potential role of
SCADA in the crash. The
latest crash was a New Jer-
sey Transit train that failed
to stop at the Hoboken
terminal, killing one per-
son, injuring over 100, and
causing extensive damage to
the terminal [6]. As the
train approached the termi-
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nal at 8 miles per hour, the
engineer blew the train’s
horn and activated the bell
signaling the approach,
then accelerated to 21 miles
per hour, twice the author-
ized speed limit [7].

Once again, high speed Al
driven programs were re-
sponsible for a flash crash.
This time, British currency
dropped 10% due to a flash
crash, before recovering [8].
It is interesting to note that
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My desire was not to pass
any island without taking
possession, so that, one
having been taken, the
same may be said of all.—

Christopher Columbus
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reports still think a person was
ultimately responsible for the
10% currency flash crash [9].
Note, until regulators under-
stand that Al programs oper-
ate autonomously, we expect
more flash crashes. It should
be obvious that cyber attacks
against news organizations can
effect flash crashes in Al sys-
tems relying on the media
provided news.
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Rome has grown since its
humble beginnings that it
is now overwhelmed by its

own greatness.—Livy
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O ne of the big fears is
that terrorists will get
chemical weapons. One report
indicates the Islamic State (IS)
is determined to obtain chem-
ical weapons [1]. What’s more,
one report indicates, the IS
launched a chemical attack
against US forces [2].

In Afghanistan, the Taliban
continue their military con-
flict. For instance, the terrorist
organization launched a major
assault on Afghan city of
Kunduz [3]. Reports indicate
Taliban fighters have entered
parts of the city [4]. The Tali-
ban are also fighting in the
city of Tarin Kot [5].

Western countries continue to
struggle with terrorists. For
instance, German police are
looking for a Syrian suspect
following an apartment raid in
the eastern city of Chemnitz
where several hundred grams
of high explosives were discov-
ered [6]. Then in Ankara,
Turkey, two suicide bombers
blew themselves up after being
confronted by police [7].
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Economy

ccording to the Labor

Department, for the
week ending September 17,
the number of first time un-
employment claims was
252,000 [1]. Then for the
following week, the number
was 254,000 (2]. For the week
ending October 1, the num-
ber reported was 249,000 ]3].

Once again, regulators were
forced to close a bank. The
Allied Bank in Arkansas, be-
came the fifth financial insti-
tution shuttered by regulators
this year [4].

Meanwhile, the US continues
to export wealth to China.
Case in point, the US trade
deficit for August rose to
$40.73 billion and the imbal-
ance with China increased to
$33.85 billion [5]. In Europe,
the EU determined China was
unfairly subsidizing steel ex-
ports and imposed duties on
the Chinese imports [6].
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Science has not yet
mastered prophecy. We
predict too much for the
next year and yet far too

little for the next 10.—Neil

Armstrong
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