
T he last leader of the USSR, Mikhail Gorbachev, warned the deteriorating relationship between 
Russia and US is becoming dangerous [1]. One piece suggests US and Russian relationship has 

reached a low not seen since 1973 [2]. 

In Iraq, there was a publicized lead-up to the fight as forces prepared to attack Mosul [3]. Concurrent-
ly, the Islamic State (IS) was was observed preparing for the expected attack [4]. Then thousands of 
Iraqi forces were reported moving in for combat [5]. Following the start of fighting; on October 20, 
Kurdish fighters opened a second front, attacking north of Mosul [6]. While the battle for Mosul con-
tinued, IS launched attacks against the Iraqi city of Kirkuk [7]. 

One report suggests North Korea could possess 100 nuclear weapons by 2020 [8]. However, delivery 
systems remain problematic. For instance, a recent intermediate range ballistic missile test exploded 
shortly after lift-off [9]. 

While much of the world focus has been elsewhere, China continues to advance their science and 
research. For instance, the communist giant sent two astronauts into space to dock with the recently 
launched Chinese space station [10]. China also scored a victory when Philippines’ President Rodrigo 
Duterte announced separation with the United States in favor of China [11]. 
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T he race to fix security 
holes continues. Ado-

be released patches to cor-
rect 74 vulnerabilities [1]. 
Microsoft released patches 
to correct 45 vulnerabilities, 
five of which were zero day 
bugs [2]. 

In the current election cy-
cle, there are suggestions 
that Russian hackers 
breached the email account 
of John Podesta and re-
leased the stolen infor-
mation [3]. This comes after 
indications of voter ma-

chines vulnerabilities sur-
faced [4]. 

On Friday, October 21, 
many East Coast Internet 
services were degraded or 
unavailable due to a distrib-
uted denial of service attack 
[5]. The attach appears to 
have targeted Twitter [6]. 

Although much of the news 
covers state sponsored at-
tacks, the insider threat 
remains ever-present. For 
instance, a 51-year-old gov-
ernment contractot work-

ing for the National Securi-
ty Agency is accused of 
stealing 50-terebytes of clas-
sified information over a 20 
year period [7], 
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I'm proud to be called the 

father of the H-bomb. It 

was necessary.—Edward 

Teller 
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The only use for an atomic 

bomb is to keep somebody 

else from using one—

George Wald 

B ack in 2000, the USS 
Cole was heavily dam-

aged by a suicide attack in 
Yemen [1]. Now two missiles 
were fired from territory 
in southern Yemen con-
trolled by Iran-backed Shiite 
rebels at the guided missile 
destroyer, USS Mason [2]. 
The same warship was again 
targeted by a missile attack 
and  salvos were fired in re-
sponse to the missiles [3]. In 
turn, the US launched cruise 
missiles and destroyed radar 
sites controlled by Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels [4]. 
Then Iran deployed some of 
its warships to patrol the area 
[5]. Finally, for a third time, 
missiles were fired at US ships 
from territory controlled by 
the Iranian backed rebels [6]. 

Meanwhile, the Islamic State 
(IS) continues acts of terror-
ism. Case in point, at least 35 
were killed at a funeral in 
Baghdad by a suicide bomber 
[7]. 

In Afghanistan the Taliban 
continue using suicide bomb-

ings. For example, the Taliban 
released a from video of a 
suicide bombing against a 
police base [8]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

T he transfer of American 
wealth to China contin-

ues. For instance, the number 
of billionaires in China now 
exceeds that of the US [1]. It is 
interesting to look at how 
China is dealing with the in-
creased cost of labor. For in-
stance, Foxconn now has 
40,000 robots and may even-
tually replace all factory work-
ers with robots [2], So why 
must we buy our electronics 
from China? Meanwhile, HP 
announced plans to cut 4,000 
jobs over the next three years 
[3]. 

According to the Labor De-
partment, the number of first 
time unemployment claims 
for the week ending October 8 
was 246,000 [4]. Then for the 
following week, the number 
reported was 260,000 [5]. 

During fiscal year 2016, the 
US Government collected a 
record $3.27 trillion in taxes 

[6]. Nevertheless, the US gov-
ernment budget debt in-
creased 34% over last year to 
$587 billion [7]. Once again, 
the US Treasury Department 
refused to label China a cur-
rency manipulator; thereby 
preventing economic penalties 
for Chinese imports [8]. 
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All truth passes through 

three stages. First, it is 

ridiculed. Second, it is 

violently opposed. Third, it 

is accepted as being self-

evident.—Arthur 

Schopenhauer 


