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World News

ussia is continuing to enhance its military image. For instance, one report indicates the Russian

bombing of Islamic terrorist targets in Syria is resulting in ground gains for the President Bashar
al-Assad controlled government [1]. For example, the Syrian President thanked Russia for its help in
retaking the town of Salma [2]. However, the war in Syria is far from over. Case in point, advances by
the Islamic State in Deir Ezzor (located in northern Syria) left hundreds dead [3].

In Asia, China continues to expand its influence. For example, one study suggests the South China
Sea will become the equivalent of a Chinese lake [4]. Another piece credits Vietnam for pointing out
China has moved an oil drilling rig into contested waters [5]. What’s more, China is warning that it
will consider militarization of the South China Sea depending on what it perceives as a threat level
(6].
One report indicates that of the 708 million people the TSA screened last year, 14 million stood in
line for 20 minutes or more [7]. To put this in a different context, there are 8,760 hours in a regular
year and 8,784 in a leap year. That is, 35,064 hours in a 4-year period. If we assume a total life expec-
tancy of a person is 80 years; that works out to 701,280 hours. Or just under 7 life expectancies are
lost waiting for TSA screening. We could say, the cost for TSA security to combat terrorism is 7 lives
per year lost.
1. Sly, Liz, Washington Post, Russian airstrikes are working in Syria — enough to put peace talks in doubt,
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he Taliban claimed re-

sponsibility for a suicide
attack on a polio vaccination
center in Pakistan that left at
least 16 people dead [1]. The
terrorist organization also
claimed responsibility for an
attack on the Bacha Khan
University that left at least 19
dead [2]. Furthermore, the
Taliban launched a suicide
attack against an Afghan me-
dia group, killing at least 7
people [3].

Not to be outdone, the Islam-

ic State (IS) claimed responsi-

bility for a suicide bombing in
Istanbul, Turkey, that killed at
least 10 people, most of them

German tourists [4]. The Ger-
man loss the deadliest abroad

in 13 years [5].

Then in Indonesia, terrorists
launched an attack that killed
at least two people [6]. It was
later determined to be the
result of the IS terrorist organ-
ization [7]. Finally, the Islamic
State also claimed responsibil-
ity for an attack in Egypt that
left at least 5 police dead [8].

Terrorism

Finally, in Somalia, another
terrorist attack made the
news. The Islamic extremist
group al-Shabab claimed re-
sponsibility for a restaurant
attack that left at least 20 peo-
ple dead [9].
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Economy

In past newsletters, we pro-
vided references that 94
million Americans are not
counted in the work force.
The known unknown is how
many of these people should
be counted as unemployed?
One survey indicates that 40%
of the uncounted have given
up looking for work [1]. That
is, over 36 million Americans
that would like to work but
have given up. However, the
official number of 5.0% is
determined by using 7.904
million unemployed out of a
base of 157.833 million peo-
ple (2]. If we add in the people
that have given up looking for
work, the calculation becomes
approximately 45 million in
the numerator and 195 in the
denominator. This gives a
more realistic rate of 23%
unemployment. Moreover,
this does not include the num-
ber of people under em-
ployed.

Rater than focus on Depres-
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sion area 23% unemployment
rates, much of the reporting
focuses on first time unem-
ployment claims. For instance,
according to the Labor De-
partment, the number of first
time unemployment claims
for the week ending January 9
was 284,000 [3]. For the fol-
lowing week, the number was

293,000 [4].

In another sign of economic
stress, Wal-Mart announced
plans to shutter 269 stores,
including 154 within the US
[5]. Meanwhile, the Congres-
sional Budget Office is pre-
dicting less growth and more
debt over the next decade [6].
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