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World News

he war in Yemen continues to escalate. For instance, the USS Theodore Roosevelt aircraft carrier

was dispatched to Yemen amid reports Iran was sending a naval force to resupply Houthi rebels
[1]. One piece indicates the US State Department has determined, the rescue of trapped Americans in
Yemen is too risky [2]. However, the Iranian expansion is not limited to Yemen. For example, the Iran
is expanding its presence in South America [3].

On Friday, April 24, Iranian ships intercepted the Maersk Kensington, a US flagged ship, in the Strait
of Hormuz [4]. Later, the Iranian navy seized the Marshall Islands flagged Maersk Tigris in the same
area [5]. Note, the Marshall Islands is a US protectorate meaning the US provides military defense [6].
In response, US Navy ships started escorting American flagged ships through this area [7].

In Syria, reports indicate Israel aircraft struck Syrian army and Hezbollah near the Syria and Lebanon
border [8]. Meanwhile, in Northwestern Syria, the town of Jisr al-Shughour was bombed by Syrian
aircraft and at least 34 people were killed in the attack [9].

One piece indicates Chinese nuclear experts warned the US that North Korea’s nuclear weapons in-
ventory is larger than expected [10]. By one estimate, the North Koreans will have 40 nuclear war-

heads by 2016 [11].

Forty years ago, North Vietnamese forces moved their forces south in preparation for the ultimate fall
of Saigon [12]. The key take away was for the first time in the war, North Vietnamese targets were
fully exposed. Had the US bombed there unprotected forces; Vietnam would look much different
today. Unfortunately, the US Congress cut off all funding for the war [13]. The difference between
victory and defeat is often predicated on the speed of execution. Consider when the Islamic State was
in the open and making moves in Iraq. By not attacking the threat then, the terrorists were able to
enter cities such as Mosul and the cost to remove them will be significantly higher.
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Special points of interest:

e Warin Yemen continues
will conduct naval exercises in the Mediterranean Sea [14]. o Iran seizes US Protectorate flagged

China’s navy continues to expand its operational range. For instance, this month, Russia and China

In Iraq, the Islamic State (IS) captured a barracks and a dam in the ship in the Strait of Hormuz

Anbar region [15]. Additionally, one report indicates that despite aerial  (Continued on page 2)

As vendor products
gain greater market
share, the products become
greater hacker targets. In
turn this necessitates ever
increasing patch manage-
ment. Case in point, the
latest Oracle patch fixed
nearly 100 security issues

[1].
We are learning that the
hack of White House email

Security

last year was more damag-
ing that originally reported.
For example, the Presi-

dent’s unclassified blackber-

ry email messages were
hacked by the Russian bad

actors [2].

Once again, the role of the
Chinese government in
cyber attacks is making the
news. Case in point, the
FBI is pointing to China’s

government as the responsi-
ble source of mass data
disruption attacks on Amer-
ican websites [3].
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bombardment, IS now con-
trols the largest oil refinery in
Iraq [16].
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A century ago, chemical
weapons were intro-
duced during World War 1
[1]. Now we are seeing images
of Sarin gas attacks against
civilian targets in Syria [2].
With the Islamic State (IS)
capturing more land, it is
unclear how much and what
types of chemical weapons will
fall into its hands. Given the
porous US border, might this
pose a domestic threat?

This as the situation in Syria
continues to deteriorate. For
example, US backed fighters
are coordinating with al-
Qaeda rebels [3]. So the ques-
tion here is, if Syria falls, who
will control what’s left?

The Taliban terrorist organiza-
tion has started its spring of-
fensive in Afghanistan [3].
Concurrently, the US is in
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negotiations with Qatari offi-
cials to keep restrictions on
the five Taliban leaders ex-
changed for Sgt. Bowe Berg-
dahl [4]. Additionally, one
report indicates the US still
has no idea how many Af-
ghans soldiers actually belong
to the Taliban [5].
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ccording to the Labor

Department, the num-
ber of first time unemploy-
ment claims, for the week
ending April 18, increased to
295,000 [1]. Then for the
following week, the number

reported was 262,000 [2].

What’s more, according to the
Commerce Department; for
the first three months of this
year, the US economy only
grew at a 0.2% rate of growth
[3]. To put this in another
perspective, this is not the
actual growth, only the rate of
growth. Thus the actual
growth would be only 0.05%
for the quarter.

The American worker is again
under fire from cheaper im-
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ported labor. Case in point, a
number of Disney IT workers
were displaced with H-1B visa
workers [4]. Note, the H-1B
visa allows foreign nationals to
work in the US. A question
here is; what is the incentive
for a college degree?

What’s more, one report esti-
mates that by 2025 robots will
take 30% of our jobs and by
2029 robots will have human
intelligence [5]. With so many
jobs gone, where will the
American workers find em-
ployment?
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