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In Syria, the war is expanding in scope. For instance, the US is committing up to 50 Special Forces
watfighters inside Syria [1]. Moreover, the US backed rebel forces launched an offensive against the

Islamic State (IS) [2].

While flying over the Sinai Peninsula, A Russian operated Airbus A321-200, broke up at approxi-
mately 30,000 feet [3]. One report indicates a satellite detected a heat flash at the time the Russian
plane went down [4]. At the time of this newsletter, the leading theory causing the crash was a bomb

explosion [5].
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There are those that believe man’s burning of fossil fuels is leading to global climate change and there
are those that do not [7]. For instance, in Russia, the theory of climate change is not supported [7].
What’s more, a new NASA study suggests Antarctica is gaining ice in contradiction to other climate
change models [8]. This comes after the discovery that China has been burning up to 17% more coal
per year than was previously reported [9]. This calls into question the validity of current computer
models that are used to predict the consequences of climate change. That is, if the addition of China’s
actual consumption are applied to current computer models, the resulting predictions are not in evi-

dence. Nevertheless, China remains the dominate consumer of coal.

China is continuing to enhance its military capability. One report suggests the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) has a combined surveillance with weapon command systems [10]. This comes as more US
technology firms are partnering with companies linked to the Chinese military [11].
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\ x } ithin the cyberspace
environment, find-

ing the right talent is a chal-

lenge. For example, one
piece indicates the USAF is
adding special duty pay for
cyber warfare operators [1].
This comes after a report
the US may be falling be-
hind Russia on cyber-
warfare capabilities [2].

Back in the 2008 Russian-
Georgia demonstrated the
ability of cyber-attacks to
determine the outcome of
armed conflict [3]. This

(Continued on page 2)

Security

included the ability to pene- 1.
trate Georgia’s military
computer, that helped
them win the conflict [4].
With the past history, it
comes a s no surprise that
cyber-warfare continues to

. . 2.
be recognized as a viable
weapon [5].
Financial institutions con-
tinue to suffer from cyber- 3

attacks. For instance, the
First National Bank in
Omabha is issuing new debit
cards following a large data

breach [6].
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Beware of little expenses.
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great ship—Benjamin
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Asymmetrical warfare is a
euphemism for terrorism,
just like collateral damage
is a euphemism for killing
innocent civilians—Alan

Dershowity
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n southeast Turkey a fire-

fight with Islamic State (IS)
killed at least 2 police officers
and 7 militant [1]. In Bagh-
dad, at least 7 Shi’ite pilgrims
were killed in a suicide attack

(2].

Meanwhile, in Afghanistan,
the Taliban overran a north-
ern district [3]. The Taliban
are able to maintain control of
conquered areas by applying
harsh religious law. For in-
stance, the Taliban stoned to
death a 22-year old woman
they accused of adultery [4].

In the Middle-East, a Russian
commercial plane crashed
killing everyone onboard [5].
An off-shoot of the IS claimed
responsibility for downing the
Russian passenger jet that
broke up over the Saini [6].
Separately, one piece suggests
the plane was likely brought
down by a bomb [7]. This is
supported by what is de-
scribed as an explosion heard
on the plane’s voice recorder
[8]. Meanwhile, in an unusual
request Russian crash investi-
gators requested FBI participa-
tion [9].

Chemical weapons in the
hands of terrorists is a contin-
uing fear. What’s more, the
Organization for the Prohibi-
tion of Chemical Weapons
confirmed insurgents used
outlawed mustard gas in Syria

[10].

Terrorism

While terrorism is expanding
overseas, the US is not with-
out incident. For example, a
knife attacker at the Universi-
ty of California, Merced, ap-
pears to be rooted in Islamic
terrorism [11]. As a side note,
knife attacks are a new terror-
ist tool being used against
Israeli citizens [12].
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Economy

O nce again, the unfair
trade practices used by
Japan are benefiting its domes-
tic industry. Case in point, for
the third quarter (2015) Toyo-
ta regained the title as the
world’s largest automaker [1].
What’s more, Toyota reported
a $5 billion quarterly profit;
based on the unfair trade prac-
tice of currency devaluation
(weak yen) [2].

According to the Labor De-
partment, the number of first
time unemployment claims
for the week ending October
24 was 260,000 [3]. Then for
the week ending October 31,
the number of first time
claims reported was 276,000
[4]. Additionally, the unem-
ployment rate was reported at
5.0% with a labor participa-
tion rate at 62.4% [5]. So
while the 5.0% rate looks
good, the 38-year low partici-
pation rate clouds the actual
job picture.
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All the Federal Reserve
can do is make loans
against collateral—Ben

Bernanke
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