
L ike so many of the Middle-East countries, Libya has digressed into a war between terrorists and a 
fledgling government. The fighting is so intense, the US and UK evacuated their embassies [1]. 

Moreover, a special forces based was overrun by militant terrorists [2]. As a consequence, terrorist 
fighters effectively took control of Benghazi [3]. In a further sign that war in the Middle-East is spilling 
over into other countries; 8 Lebanese soldiers were killed battling terrorists [4].  

Much of the front page news focuses on the Gaza Strip where casualties are reported in great detail 
and frequency [5]. In contrast, the newly formed Islamic State (IS) is eradicating Iraq’s Christian pop-
ulation [6].  Partially in response to the atrocities in Iraq, the US resumed limited bombing strikes 
against the ISIS terrorist organization [7]. 

Diplomacy between Russia and the US continues to erode. For example, US officials acknowledged 
that since 2010, Russia violated the 1987 Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty [8]. Then Russia 
claims its navy drove a US submarines out of the Barents Sea [9]. What’s more, Russian bombers have 
entered US Air Defense Zones on at least 16 occasions so far this year [10]. 

Once again, all eyes seem to be focused away from the South China Sea. Nevertheless, there are news-
worthy activities taking place. For instance, bucking international criticism, China announced plans 
to construct lighthouses on five islands [11]. Then, Japanese warplanes reportedly followed Chinese 
military aircraft flying in the disputed airspace [12]. Additionally, Japan announced they will give Vi-
etnam six low end navy ships valued at $5 million in response to China’s actions [13]. Meanwhile, 
one of China’s official government web sites disclosed the first images of the DF-41 ICBM, with a 
7,500 mile range that can carry multiple nuclear warheads [14]. 
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O ne of the most diffi-
cult tasks is to con-

vince people that passwords 
are not sufficient for pro-
tecting information. This 
remains the case even when 
evidence clearly shows the  
weakness of passwords. 
Case in point, Russian 
criminals successfully com-
promised 1.2 billion pass-
words [1]. 

Once again, Chinese cyber-
attacks are in the news. The 
latest target of what appears 
to be a state sponsored 
attack were the computer 
systems at Canada's Nation-
al Research Council [2]. 
Moreover, one report indi-
cates three companies in-
volved with the Israel mis-
sile defense, were hacked by 
China [3]. 

Another area where attacks 
are increasing is phishing 
exploits. By one estimate, 
for the month of June there 
were over 55,000 attacks 
resulting in over $400 mil-
lion in losses [4]. 

Meanwhile, businesses con-
tinue to struggle through 
malware attacks. Case in 
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point, nearly 600 businesses 
had their point of sale systems 
compromised by malicious 
software (malware) [5]. 
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T he world appears to be 
losing the war on terror-

ism. For instance, the Islamic 
State (IS) group in Syria and 
Iraq now controls more re-
sources than any terrorists in 
history [1]. 

Once again, terrorism re-
turned to China. However, 
police in the western region of 
Xinjiang, opened fire on knife 
wielding attackers, killing 
dozens [2]. Chinese officials 
reported the number of dead 
in the latest violence ap-
proached 100 [3]. 

Around the world, it seems as 
though the threat of terrorism 
is increasing. In the latest 
example, one report suggests 
the second largest city in Lib-
ya, Benghazi, is now con-
trolled by terrorists [4]. 

One report indicates the IS 
terrorist is targeting Saudi 
Arabian intelligence officers 

for assassination [5]. In fur-
ther bad news, the IS terrorist 
group captured the Mosul 
Dam, the largest in Iraq that 
provides 30% of that coun-
try’s electricity [6]. In another 
troubling sign; fighters in 
other terrorist groups are leav-
ing their current organizations 
and joining IS [7].  
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It's actually a smarter 

crime because imagine if 

you rob a bank, or you're 

dealing drugs. If you get 

caught you're going to 

spend a lot of time in 

custody. But with hacking, 

it's much easier to commit 

the crime and the risk of 

punishment is slim to 

none.—Kevin Mitnick 

W e finally have some 
positive news to cover. 

According to the Commerce 
Department, the GDP grew at 
a 4% rate during the second 
quarter [1]. 

Never one to allow a level 
playing field, China continues 
to exploit ways to ensure un-
fair trade practices. Case in 
point, the communist giant is 
using anti-monopoly laws to 
stifle foreign companies while 
supporting local industry [2]. 
Then China is claiming to 
worry about US intelligence 
agencies and is using this ex-
cuse to restrict IBM, HP, and 
other companies competing in 
the Chinese market [3]. This 
is effectively helping Chinese 
business at the expense of 
foreign, including US, compa-
nies [4]. As a result, for July 
China posted its largest trade 
surplus ever, $47.3 billion [5]. 

According to the Labor De-
partment, the number of first 

time unemployment claims 
for the week ending July 26 
was 302,000 [6]. For the fol-
lowing week, the number 
reported fell to 289,000 [7]. 
Additionally, for June, the 
unemployment rate was re-
ported at 6.2% [8]. What’s 
more, the percentage of Amer-
icans working increased from 
62.8% to 62.9% [9]. 
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Holding Co, is facing a law-
suit in the US for failing to 
disclose complaints the com-
pany was dumping toxic chem-
icals into the water; thereby 
killing fish [2]. 
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