Femtosecond-

www.femto-second.com

IN THE NEWS

VOLUME 7 ISSUE 13

JUNE 29, 2014

World News

he ISIS terrorists captured the northwestern Iraqi city of Tal Afar; home to approximately

200,000, mostly Sunni Turkmen, people [1]. What’s more, the ISIS terrorists took control of
Iraq’s largest oil refinery [2]. They also seized control of the main border crossing between Iraq and
Jordan [3]. Now that Iraq has deteriorated into a safe haven for ISIS terrorists, Syria has started to
bomb targets within Iraq [4]. In one bombing episode, 57 people were reportedly killed [5]. Mean-

while, the anti-US cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, has amassed and army of Shite terrorists to combat ISIS [6].

While the major news is focused on the events in Iraq, China continues to dominate the South Chi-
na Sea. Case in point, one report indicates China has dispatched 4 more oil/gas drilling rigs into

contested waters [7].

Reports like to suggest China has only 250 nuclear warheads [8]. Is this a believable number or does it

serve China’s interest to suggest a smaller stockpile? For instance, in the South China Sea, photo-
graphic evidences emerged of three of China’s Type 094 nuclear subs (each with 12 multiple warhead
ICBMs) [9]. Last year, the JL-2 submarine missiles were thought to have between 2 to 8 nuclear war-
heads each [10]. So just from these three knows subs, there are between 72 and 288 warheads.

The Asian nuclear arms race continues. India is estimated to have between 90 and 110 nuclear war-
heads and is currently expanding a uranium plant that could increase the number of weapons [11].
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ecently, China manu-

factured counterfeit
parts that found their way
into the US military supply
chain [1]. Now one report
from Germany indicates
some low cost smartphones
made in China, were dis-
covered to have spyware
embedded deep in the pro-
priety software [2].

Security

Bank wire transfers contin-
ue to be news items. For

instance, the United Securi-

ty Bank agreed to pay
$350K to settle fraudulent
wire transfers from an oil
company to bad actors in
the Ukraine [3]. If banks
have trouble implementing
security, what is the impact
to other industries? For
instance, the Montana De-
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partment of Public Health
and Human Services
(DPHHS) experienced a
breach that was ongoing
since July 2013, potentially
impacting 1.3 million cli-
ents [4].
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The harder you work, the

harder it is to surrender—

Vince Lombardi
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I wish it to be remembered
that I was the last man of
my tribe to surrender my

rifle=Sitting Bull
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efore we discount the

damage terrorists can
have on the world stage, we
should take a look at history.
Case in point, 100 years ago,
terrorists assassinated the
Archduke of Austria Franz
Ferdinand; an event leading

to World War I [1].

With history as a backdrop,
the current terrorist incursion
into Iraq took on an ominous
tone. It seems they have cap-
tured the UN sealed chemical-
weapon stockpile that in-
cludes VX and Sarin nerve
agents [2]. What's more, indi-
cations are the US has no
plans to bomb terrorist targets
in Iraq [3]. This inaction
could have far reaching conse-
quences if the terrorists are
able to attack Western cities
using these captured weapons.

Consider the current leader of
the ISIS terrorist organization
warned that he would be seen
in New York [4]. Additionally,
one piece indicates the terror-
ists camps in Iraq and Syria
are designed to prepare for
attacks on the US [5]. This
comes at a time when the US
Southern border with Mexico
is easy to breach [6]. A ques-
tion here is could ISIS terror-
ists using their newly obtained
chemical weapons result in
martial law in areas of the US?

Clearly designed for terror
effect, the ISIS al-Qaeda splin-
ter group in Iraq published

Terrorism

Internet pictures of the ongo-
ing massacre [6]. What's more,
the ISIS publishes an annual
report boasting of 9, 540 oper-
ations in Iraq last year [7].

One study argues the US must
remain engaged in fighting
terrorism overseas in order to
reduce the risk at home [8].
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Economy

recession is popularly

defined as having two
consecutive quarters of nega-
tive growth [1]. Now the Com-
merce Department revised its
estimate of first quarter con-
traction; the revision indicat-
ed the economy contracted at
a 2.9% annual rate [2]. By all
indications, the current econ-
omy is in poor shape.
The Labor Department report-
ed there were 312,000 first
time unemployment claims
for the week ending June 14
[3]. Then for the following
week, the number repotted
was 312,000 with a revision of
the previous week up to

314,000 [4].

Regulators shuttered Valley
banks in Illinois and Florida,
bringing the total number
closed for the year to 11 [5].
Then on June 27, the Free-

\x )ith the US exporting
jobs to China, more
industrial pollution follows.
The environmental impact is
clear. Pollution complaints in
Beijing are increasing indicat-
ing China’s environment is
getting worse [1]. What’s more,
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dom State Bank in Oklahoma
became the 12% financial insti-
tution shuttered during 2014
(6].

‘While America continues to
embrace unfair trade practic-
es, those communities losing
jobs continue to suffer. Case
in point, in Detroit, water is
being cut to approximately
3,000 customers per week [7].
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the pollution in China has

gone from bad to worse [2].
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The cost of freedom is
always high, but
Americans have always
paid it. And one path we
shall never choose, and
that is the path of

surrender, or submission—

ohn F. Kennedy
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