
I n 1994, on behalf of the United States, President Bill Clinton signed the Budapest Memorandum 
that requires the US to provide security assurances to the Ukraine in exchange for abandoning 

nuclear weapons [1]. Expectedly, once Russia took control of the Crimea, the Ukraine called on the 
US to honor its commitment [2]. In responding to the crisis the US is trying to calm other countries 
alarmed at Russian events. For instance, Vice President Biden went to Poland but expressed no plans 
to reverse the US decision to reduce a missile defense capability facing Russia [3]. 

In anticipation of Western sanctions, it appears Russia withdrew significant funds out of US treasury 
debt [4]. After freeing money that could have been frozen by sanctions; Russian President Vladimir 
Putin signed a treaty that annexed the Crimea into Russia [5]. Concurrently, reports indicate Russia is 
massing its military on the Ukrainian border [6]. The Russians are also reported to be taking over 
Ukrainian military facilities located in the new Russian territory [7]. In pointing out the obvious, one 
member of the Ukraine parliament is warning, his country may have to build nuclear weapons if the 
US and UK do not honor the pact to protect the Ukrainian border [8]. Once again, Russia teaches us 
the need for a strong nuclear weapons capability. Case in point, an anchor at Russian RT News stat-
ed, Russia is the only country capable of turning the US to radioactive ash [9]. Meanwhile, two Sena-
tors asked the GAO to investigate why the US State Department withheld information regarding 
Russian nuclear weapons treaty violations [10].  Nevertheless, the US is allowing Russian inspectors to 
verify reductions in the number of American nuclear weapons [11].  

The real player in responding to the Russia and Ukraine crisis may be China. Readers may recall, last 
year China placed the Ukraine under its nuclear umbrella [12]. With Russia carving out part of the 
Ukraine, it is unclear what China’s reaction will be. We note that China and Russia did have border 
fighting back in 1969 [13]. What’s more, back in 1979, China invaded Vietnam as punishment for 
attacking its ally, Cambodia [14]. It remains to be seen what China’s response will be should the 
Ukraine conflict continue to escalate.  

The US is not only backing away from commitments made to the Ukraine but also to Asian allies. For 
example, the US let Japan know that it does not want to get involved with its dispute with China over 
contested islands [15]. In a further sign of South China Sea trouble, China prevented a Philippines 
ship attempting to resupply troops on one of the contested islands [16]. 
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H acking of university 
computers continues. 

Johns Hopkins University 
becomes the latest hacker 
victim with 1,300 affected 
[1]. 

Once again, it’s time to 
look at security software 
patches. The latest Mi-

crosoft release fixes 23 secu-
rity bugs; including one 
zero-day vulnerability [2]. 
Then Apple’s latest patch 
corrects 41 bugs [3]. Finally, 
Adobe released patches to 
fix 2 bugs [4]. 

The cost of security contin-
ues an upward trajectory. 

One study estimates the 
2014 costs due to security 
breaches and malware will 
be $491 billion [5].  
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Security 

It is weakness rather than 

wickedness which renders 

men unfit to be trusted 

with unlimited power—

John Adams 
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S yria continues to be a 
problematic area that 

fosters terrorist activities. For 
example, the Syrian govern-
ment displayed a car bomb 
factory recently captured [1]. 
What’s more, there is a poten-
tial to drag Turkey into the 
war in Syria. For example, 
Turkey warned rebels to ex-
pect retaliation if there is any 
attack on the tomb of Sul-
eyman Shah, grandfather of 
the founder of the Ottoman 
Empire [2]. Additionally, Isra-
el bombed several targets with-
in Syria following a roadside 
bomb attack by Syrian based 
terrorists [3]. 

It is looking more likely that 
terrorism will once again dom-
inate Afghanistan once the 
US withdraws. Case in point, 
a suicide bomber riding a 
rickshaw detonated his explo-
sives at a checkpoint killing at 
least 17 people [4]. Then an-
other suicide bomber killed at 
least 10 police and one civil-
ian [5]. Finally, terrorists killed 
at least 9 people in a gun at-
tack at a hotel in Kabul [6]. 

In Asia, the missing Malaysia 

Airlines Boeing 777-200ER 
that disappeared on March 8 
with 239 passengers and crew; 
is being investigated as a hi-
jacking [7] China assessed the 
list of passengers and found 
no links to terrorists [8]. The 
most troubling evidence to 
date is that two Iranians were 
on the flight using passports 
stolen in Thailand [9]. 
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People sleep peaceably in 

their beds at night only 

because rough men stand 

ready to do violence on 

their behalf—George 
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Politics is war without 

bloodshed while war is 

politics with bloodshed—

Mao Tse-Tung  

T he weak economy contin-
ues to ravage American 

business. For instance, the 
400 Italian restaurant cain, 
Sbarro LLC has filed for bank-
ruptcy [1]. Then Quiznos filed 
for bankruptcy protection [2]. 

According to the Labor De-
partment, the number of first 
time unemployment claims 
for the week ending March 8 
was 315,000 [3]. Then for the 

following week, the number 
reported was 320,000 [4].  
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tion will be a topic of discus-
sion. At the very least, the first 
lady will observe the ecological 
consequences of massive ex-
port of US industry to China. 
Perhaps this will result in fair 
trade policies. 

1. BBC News, Panasonic to 
pay China workers pollution 
compensation, March 12, 
2014. 

G iven the massive pollu-
tion problem; it’s getting 

hard to encourage people to 
work in China. In response, 
the Japanese company Pana-
sonic will pay its workers com-
pensation for China’s air pollu-
tion [1]. 

Currently, First lady Michelle 
Obama is in China [2]. We 
hope water, air, and soil pollu-
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