
A s much of the world focuses on the Middle-East, China and Iran continue to build their military 
alliance [1]. In a further sign that China’s sea power is expanding; a Chinese surveillance ship 

attached a 15 foot Vietnamese fishing boat near the disputed Paracel islands, destroying the equip-
ment aboard the attached vessel [2]. Concurrently, at the request of China, the US has decided to 
back away from commitments to supply Taiwan with submarines [3]. 

In the Middle-East, the weapons obtained by the Islamic State (IS) pose a troubling problem. For in-
stance, images of IS fighters using a Chinese made surface to air missile were shown downing an Iraqi 
helicopter [4]. Moreover, as the US continues an air campaign against IS targets, some are worried 
this is helping the Assad government in Syria [5]. 

Many readers will recall that in 2008, Russia invaded Georgia [6]. This early warning was largely for-
gotten. Now with Russian troops moved into the Ukraine, Russia is getting some world focus [7]. 
However, much of the focus is still elsewhere and Russia continues to be a problem for regional stabil-
ity. Case in point, because of the Russian military involvement in Ukraine’s affairs, Poland is restruc-
turing its military and will move more troops along the Eastern border [8]. Within Poland, there has 
been a longstanding mistrust of Russia and its leader Vladimir Putin. For instance, in 2010, President 
Lech Kaczynski and scores of other senior Polish figures were killed in a plane crash in Russia [9]. 
Russia announced the cause of the crash was due to pilot error [10]. Concurrently, there were reports 
Russia was destroying evidence [11]. However, to this day, Russia still refuses to return the wreck of 
the Polish Air Force Plane [12].  
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S tate sponsored cyber-
attacks continue. For 

instance, it is believed Rus-
sian hackers were responsi-
ble for penetrating unclassi-
fied White House comput-
ers during October [1]. Not 
to be outdone, China is 
also active in cybercrimes. 
Case in point, an operation 
referred to Axiom, is likely 
a Ministry of State spy unit 

that has been traced to 
activities starting in 2009 
[2]. 

In contrast to the activities 
of China and Russia, some 
are rating the US poor. For 
example, one article give 
the US a grade of “F” on 
privacy and security [3]. 
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I n this issues we look at 
potential game changes in 

the energy sector. The lead 
topic comes from the Lock-
heed-Martin Skunk Works. 
This laboratory has been 
quickly developed advanced 
aircraft for seven decades [1]. 
Now the company plans to 
produce a small fusion reactor 
capable of producing 100 
MW of power and fit in a 

23X43 foot space [2]. This is 
definitely a game changer. 
Expectedly, many scientists 
expressed skepticism over the 
claim to have an operational 
system in 10 years [3].  
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T errorist launched an at-
tack in Canada. A gun-

man opened fire inside the 
Canadian parliament building 
[1]. The attacker also shot a 
Canadian soldier guarding the 
National War Memorial [2]. 
Moreover, on October 21, the 
day prior to the shootings, a 
soldier was run over in killed 
in what the Canadian govern-
ment called an act of terror-
ism [3].  

Following the events in Cana-
da, the US experienced a lone 
wolf terrorist attack. A hatchet 
armed recent Muslim convert 
attached a group of police in 
New York City [4]. 

Meanwhile, terrorism contin-
ues to play out in the Middle-

East. Case in point, another 
suicide bomber in the Bagh-
dad area killed at least 27 
Shi’ite militiamen [5]. To 
understand the scope of the 
threat, there are an estimated 
15,000 foreign fighters that 
are now part of the IS [6]. 
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Silence is the true friend that never betrays—Confucius 

A ccording to the Labor 
Department, the num-

ber of first time unemploy-
ment claims for the week end-
ing October 18 was 283,000 
[1]. Then for the following 
week, the number reported 
was 287,000 [2].  

Meanwhile regulators contin-
ued shuttering financial insti-
tutions. The National Repub-
lic Bank in Illinois became the 
16th bank closed this year [3]. 
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health workers returning from 
the Ebola stricken West Afri-
can nations [4]. 

As the Ebola situation contin-
ues to evolve, the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) is 
providing updated infor-
mation. For example, they 
caution Ebola might spread 
through sneeze droplets [5]. 
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T he Ebola virus continues 
to impact the US. Case in 
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Then on October 25, the Ebo-
la patient, Dr. Craig Spencer, 
degraded to a serious category 
[3]. Following the case of the 
doctor testing positive for Ebo-
la, several states started taking 
matters into their own hands. 
For instance, the governors of 
New York and New Jersey are 
requiring 21-day quarantine for 
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