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hina continues to advance its military technology. In the latest example, the communist giant

tested a new ultra-high speed missile designed to deliver nuclear warheads through the US mis-
sile defense system [1]. What’s more, China appears ready to use its military to gain additional territo-
ry. Case in point, one article indicates China plans a military operation to seize the Philippines’ Pag-
asa Island [2]. This is a similar approach to the one used back in 1994 when China seized the Pangani-
ban Reef from the Philippines without a fight [3]. That action went virtually unchallenged by the
West. To downplay China’s aggressive action, the official acknowledgement by Manila did not come
until years later [4]. The land grab didn’t stop there, China continued to build structures on other
nearby reefs, essentially taking over additional land claimed by the Philippines [5]. What’s more, last
year China upgraded the conquered reef, turning it into a forward naval station [6]. Island conquests
are not limited to just the Philippines. For instance, 40 years ago China conquered a series of islands
from Vietnam [7]. Perhaps the most telling information on what the future holds comes from a Chi-
nese general who commented that armed conflict in the South China Sea would be a good chance to

test China’s military [8].

To further explore how China fortifies the islands they conquer, consider the Paracels that were taken
from Vietnam in 1974. China announced it will start patrols of a 5,000 ton ship from one of the
captured islands [9]. In conclusion, the only response from the West to China’s continued aggression
has been to embrace one-sided trade agreements that enrich the communist giant while sapping the
life from those foolish enough to tolerate the imbalance. A question here is why should we expect
China to cut back on its aggression when the world responds by appeasement?

In the Middle East, Iran has secured a treaty that essentially allows them to continue nuclear weapons
development [10]. According to Iranian officials, they are not required to dismantle any of their nucle-
ar capabilities [11]. Now the Islamic nation is moving the risk closer toward US shores. Case in point,
two Iranian warships are heading for the Atlantic Ocean, a first for Iran [12]. We hope the US Navy
closely monitors the Iranian warships and has the authorization to shoot down any missiles launched
by these warships. It would be foolish not to think Iran does not have a nuclear missile system right
now and that the US is a prized target.

Today's commercial
aircraft are packed
with electronic equipment,
including navigation com-
puters. So when things go
wrong, we have to ask if
there is more to the story.
For instance, last Novem-
ber, a large jet landed 9
miles from its destination
[1]. Then on January 13, a
Southwest Airlines jet with
124 passengers landed at

Security

the wrong destination, a
small airport located in
Taney County, Missouri,
located seven miles from
the intended destination
[2]. In both cases, the
wrong air port had a short
runway. Why would the
computers not warn the
pilot that the plan was go-
ing to a short runway?

Finally, there is hope that
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technology will be used to
mitigate identity theft. Case
in point, after confirming
malware infected point of
sale machines, the CEO of
Target would like his com-
pany to migrate to crypto-
graphic chip smartcards [3].

Security patches continue
to make news. For instance,
Adobe released patches to
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Foolishness is indeed the
sister of wickedness—
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fix vulnerabilities in the Flash,
Reader, and Acrobat products
[4]. Additionally, Oracle re-
leased patches to fix 144 flaws
[5]. Furthermore, Microsoft’s
patch Tuesday included four
fixes [6]. Interestingly, last year
76% of web-based attacks
targeted Java [7].

Computers are now part of
most electronic devices used
in the home and as such can
be used for malicious purpos-
es. For instance, bad actors
hacked into a refrigerator and
installed a bot net [8].

As the impact of the Target
retail store breach continues
to unfold, it is worth examin-
ing where the stolen infor-
mation is being exploited.
Case in point; two Mexican
citizens were detained in
south Texas after using stolen
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Target information to pur-
chase tens of thousands of
dollars in goods [9]. So Mexi-
can citizens know where to get
the stolen information; the
only ones that seem to be at a
loss are US law enforcement.
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When even one American -
who has done nothing
wrong - is forced by fear to
shut his mind and close his
mouth - then all
Americans are in peril.—

Harry S. Truman
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Terrorism in Iraq contin-
ues to make news. For
instance, a bomb detonated at
a bus terminal located in
Baghdad, killing at least 9
people [1]. Meanwhile, a fresh
wave of bombings killed an
estimated 41 people in central
Iraq [2]. Then the Muslim
Brotherhood is believed to be
behind three bombings in
Cairo, Egypt, that killed at
least 5 people [3].

Beirut continues to be a hot
area where Sunnis and Shiites
acts of terrorism escalate. In
the latest example, a car bomb
directed against the Shitte
Hezbollah group killed at least
four people [4].

Elsewhere, Russia continues
to worry about the upcoming
Winter Olympics in Sochi.
For instance, Muslim extrem-
ists are warning they plan acts
of terrorism during the Olym-
pics [5]. In an attempt to ease

Terrorism

fears, Russian President Putin

promised the games will be

safe [6]. In the meantime,

Russian law enforcement is

trying to find four women

believed to be planning sui-
cide attacks during the Olym-
pics [7]. What's more, Russian
police claim they killed a ter-
rorist suspect in a shootout

8.
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In 2012, the WTO conclud-
ed that China was unfairly
placing tariffs on imported US
steel products and the US still
claims China’s response has
been inadequate [1]. This is
the same model that was used
by Japan to decimate US in-
dustry. Drag the debates out
in world courts and after the
US industry is bankrupt, then
pay a fine. Clearly, the US is
still not serious in dealing
with the one sided China
trade problem and it remains
an existential treat.

Meanwhile, some think Chi-
na’s currency manipulation is
the unfair trade practice most
responsible for the deficit [2].
However, as noted in the tar-
iffs applied to US goods, cur-
rency manipulation is just one
of the methods successfully
used by China to cripple US
trade.

To explore the consequences
of unfair trade, consider the
former small appliances facto-
ry General Electric (GE) had
in Columbia, Maryland.
When the products are made
overseas, what happened to
the employees! In the case of
GE there were layoffs [3]. In
looking at one of the large
retailers, the clothing, shoes,
and small appliances are made

D uring the colder weather,
smog blankets major
Chinese cities. After reaching
20 times the World Health
Organization limit for particu-
late air pollution and the poor
visibility it
closed four major highways [1].
Meanwhile,
starting to model the impact of
China’s pollution on the US.
One paper finds nitrogen ox-
ides

caused; Beijing

researchers are

and carbon monoxide
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in China. So what happened
to those American’s that lost
their jobs? Perhaps the best
answer is that now nearly 92
million Americans are no
longer in the workforce [4].

According to the Labor De-
partment, the number of first
time unemployment claims
for the week ending January
11 was 326,000 [5]. Then for
the following week, the num-
ber was also reported at

326,000 [6].

In a sign of economic stress,
retail stores are planning more
layoffs. For instance, J.C. Pen-
ney announced plans to elimi-
nate 2,000 jobs and close 33
stores [7]. This follows the
announcement that Macy’s
will lay off 2,500 workers [8].

Meanwhile, the DuPage Na-
tional Bank in Illinois became
the first financial institution
shuttered by regulators in
2014. Then on January 24,
regulators closed the Bank of
Union in Oklahoma [10].
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pollution from China are
contributing to smog in Los
Angeles [2]. What's more, in
the Western US, between 12
and 24 percent of the sulfate
pollution now originates from
China [3].
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