
C hina continues to display advanced technology. Case in point, the Asian giant launched a lunar 
rover to become the third nation to achieve a soft landing on the moon [1]. After traveling the 

distance, the rover successfully made a soft landing on the moon [2]. Readers should note, if China 
can deliver a lunar rover, it can deliver a nuclear warhead anywhere. The technical advances are due 
to China’s newfound wealth. Much of this wealth comes from the US in the form of unfair trade 
practices. For example, China has a poor record of identifying domestic food products contaminated 
by pollutants. However, the communist giant just banned shellfish from the US West coast because 
Chinese government inspectors claim to have found high levels of arsenic [3]. Couldn’t the US apply 
the same tactic and hire an army of inspectors to check every Chinese good coming into the US? 

In meetings with Chinese officials, Vice President Biden expressed concern over the new East China 
Sea air defense zone [4]. However, China refused any concessions and will keep the zone in place [5]. 
What’s more, a Chinese ship tried to stop the USS Cowpens, a US Navy missile curser [6]. Getting 
reliable news out of China is difficult. Case in point, when Bloomberg and New York Times reporters 
wrote unflattering news articles, China withheld their visas [7]. 

While there is much talk of man-made global warming; we are seeing signs that the world is a much 
more dynamic environment. As the debate continues, the sun’s solar activity is the weakest in a centu-
ry [8]. In turn, lower temperatures are starting to be observed.  For instance, snow covered Cairo, 
Egypt for the first time in 112 years [9]. Additionally, a NASA satellite recorded the coldest tempera-
ture ever recorded on Earth, over the Antarctic during 2010; 135.8 degrees Fahrenheit below zero 
(93.2 degrees below zero Celsius) [10]. Those who have worked differential-equation problems relating 
to temperature will recognize the paradox in defending global warming concurrent with record break-
ing cold temperatures. It is unclear how other factors may be impacting global climate change. For 
instance, for years the north magnetic pole has been shifting toward Siberia [11]. In order for science 
to be legitimate, it must holistically examine all variables that could impact the results. That we do not 
understand the mechanics behind change does not eliminate the need for further research and analy-
sis.  
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O ne common type of 
cyber-attack uses key 

loggers that capture key 
stroke entries. While this is 
not a new attack method, it 
is still common. Case in 
point, nearly 2 million log-
in credentials for Facebook, 
Twitter, Google, Yahoo, 
and others were stolen by 
hackers [1]. Elsewhere, a 
cyber-attack against the 
Department of Energy re-

sulted in over 100,000 com-
promised identities [2]. 

Keeping commercial soft-
ware patched against ex-
ploits continues. For in-
stance, this month’s Mi-
crosoft patch Tuesday cor-
rects 24 bugs including a 
TIFF file format zero-day 
vulnerability [3]. 

It is difficult to ascertain 
just how much damage is 

done by cyber-attacks to 
stock exchanges. However, 
one clue is the world ex-
changes have agreed to 
exchange intelligence to 
combat cyber-attacks [4]. 
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Here men from the planet 

Earth first set foot upon 

the Moon. July 1969 AD. 

We came in peace for all 

mankind—Neil Armstrong  
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bombs designed to bypass 
airport security in order to 
bring down Western commer-
cial aircraft [5]. 

More bad news comes to us 
from Syria. For instance, one 
article indicates a brigade of 
foreign fighters has completely 
come under control of an al-
Qaeda linked organization [6]. 
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I raq is reverting to a terror-
ist battleground. For in-

stance, of the 659 people 
killed during November, most 
were due to bombs; moreover, 
execution style murders are 
increasing [1]. Then dozens 
were killed in terrorist bomb-
ings around Bagdad [2]. 
What’s more, it appears al-
Qaeda terrorists have carved 
out Western Iraq and are in 
the process of developing a 
separate state [3]. 

In Yemen, an attack believed 
to be the work of Al Qaeda, 
used a car bomb and small 
arms fire to kill at least 20 
people [4]. What’s more, one 
piece indicates the Yemini 
terrorists are working on 
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Here I am at the turn of 

the millennium and I'm 

still the last man to have 

walked on the moon, 

somewhat disappointing. 

It says more about what 

we have not done than 

about what we have done.

—Gene Cernan  

T he number of federally 
insured financial institu-

tions fell to 6,891; the lowest 
number ever recorded (since 
federal regulators starting 
tracking the number back in 
1934) [1]. Meanwhile, the 
Texas Community Bank be-
came the 24th financial institu-
tion closed by regulators this 
year [2]. 

For October, the US trade 
deficit was reported at $40.6 
Billion [3]. In contrast, China 
reported its largest November 
trade surplus in four years [4].  
As America enjoys the bene-
fits of one sided trade agree-
ments, there is a long term 
price to pay. For example, 
there are fears that more cities 
will follow Detroit into bank-
ruptcy [5]. With ever increas-
ing jobs exported; there are 
fewer bill payers and this can-

not have a happy ending. 

For the week ending Novem-
ber 30, the number of first 
time unemployment claims 
reported by the Labor Depart-
ment was 298,000 [6]. For the 
following week, the number 
rose to 368,000 [7]. Then, 
according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the US unem-
ployment rate fell to 7.0% 
during November [8].  
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tion. However, the state run 
media is advertising the bene-
fits of toxic air, such as bring-
ing the people together and 
making everyone equal [4]. 
Similarly, one Chinese news-
paper claims the smog could 
thwart a missile attack [5]. 
Finally, China will require 
domestic pilots flying into 
Beijing to be trained on land-
ing in heavy smog [6]. These 
reports are indicators that 
China is planning on smog 
for some time to come. 
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T he colder weather is ac-
companied by increasing 

air pollution. For instance, 
schools in two Chinese cities 
were closed and the sun was 
described as looking like a 
salted egg yolk [1]. What’s 
more, when it comes to restitu-
tion due to pollution, the com-
munist giant insists that the 
US and European Union 
should pay based on past (not 
current) pollution [2]. 

As pollution continues to be a 
problem for China, how might 
the communist government 
appease the people? One peace 
suggests conflict in the South 
China Sea might be used to 
focus attention away from pol-
lution [3].  
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