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ran continues to be a wild card in the Middle-East. For instance, 30 missiles with a range of 1,250
miles were displayed at the Iranian annual parade [1]. The missiles included messages calling for
the death of America [2]. What’s more, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel warned that the
new Iranian president was setting up a situation similar to North Korea; talk while constructing nucle-

ar weapons [3]. Nevertheless, President Obama ordered Secretary of State Kerry to pursue nuclear
reduction talks with Iranian officials [4]. Furthermore, it appears that President Obama tried to meet
with the new Iranian President but was rejected three times [5].

Meanwhile, Russia landed marines at a previously abandoned base at Kotelny Island located in the
New Siberian Islands (the Artic) and plans to maintain a garrison [6]. It seems that Russia is expand-
ing its military. What's more, Russia successfully launched an unmanned Proton-M booster rocket [7].

In spite of UN sanctions against transferring military technology to North Korea, China provided six
transporter-erector launchers that are now part of the Pyongyang’s mobile ICBM force [8]. What’s
more, China is developing a heavy rocket with greater throw weight than the old US Saturn V [9]. In
addition, China is testing a space weapon capable of capturing satellites [10].

India continues with a program designed to place an orbiter around Mars [11]. Clearly India views
space exploration as a critical effort. In contrast, the partial U.S. Government shutdown resulted in a

furlough of non-essential employees including 97% of NASA’s employees [12].
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henever there is an

unexpected power
outage, we look at the role
of Supervisory Control And
Data Acquisition (SCADA)
software. And to be fair, we
only have the reported
news posts and can only
raise the question. For in-
stance, in Connecticut, for
reasons unknown, a power
outage kept tens of thou-
sands of commuters from
using train service into New
York City [1]. The Gover-
nor of Connecticut, Daniel
Malloy, estimated repairs
could take weeks before
power is fully restored [2].
Later, the power company
owner, Con Edison, an-

Security

nounced a fried cable was
the cause of the outage and
would require three weeks
to replace [3]. Three days
into the outage, utility
workers were trying to re-
store partial power to the

failed line [4].

Meanwhile, Connecticut
Senator Blumenthal wants
hearings to determine what
caused the power outage
and why there were no
backups readily available
[5]. Moreover, the failure
occurred at the site that
received a $51 million pow-
er-system upgrade [6].

Overseas, Chinese hackers
are back in the news. Ap-
parently, there is a group

(Continued on page 2)

professional Chinese hack-
ers for hire, called the Hid-
den Lynx group, that at-

tacks high-value targets [7].

Elsewhere, hackers contin-

ue to breach corporate com-

puter networks. For in-

stance, information on 2.9

million Adobe customers

was stolen [8].
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Any fool can criticize,
condemn and complain
and most fools do—

Benjamin Franklin
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When the war of the
giants is over the wars of
the pygmies will begin—
Winston Churchill
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It seems that the Fukushima
nuclear reactor meltdown
problem will not go away. In
the latest incident, workers
overfilled a storage tank; con-
sequently, it leaked radioactive
water [1]. The latest leak is
estimated to have released 110
gallons of radioactive water
[2]. In turn, regulators de-
manded the stricken plant
owner’s draft additional work-
ers to plug the leak [3]. Inci-
dents such as these are causing
some Japanese politicians to
renounce nuclear power [4].

On October 1, four Chinese
Coast Guard ships sailed with-
in the 12-nautical-mile territo-
rial waters of Japanese con-
trolled Senkaku islands and
remained for six hours before
departing [5]. The threat from
China is forcing Japan to look
at its military alliances. Case
in point, Japan and the U.S.
agreed to enhance their mili-
tary alliance [6]. For the first
time in 16 years, Japan and
the U.S. plan to modernize
defenses; including addressing
cyber-warfare, North Korea,
and to move U.S. Maries off
of Okinawa [7].

Japan

It seems that China is contin-
uing to press its expanded
military options. In contrast,
the President of Japan has
indicated he will not escalate
the row with China; nor will
he offer any concessions on
sovereignty [8].
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Economy

ccording to the Labor

Department, for the
week ending September 21,
the number of first time un-
employment claims fell to
305,000 [1]. Then for the
following week, the number
reported was 308,000 [2].

Normally, we would have the
jobs report, estimating the
current unemployment from
the Labor Department. How-
ever, with the partial Govern-
ment shutdown, the Labor
Department report was de-

layed [3].

The partial Government shut-
down centers on negotiating

ast January, the US Em-

bassy in China rated Bei-
jing’s air quality at 755 on a
scale that only goes up to 500
[1]. One article points out Chi-
na is no friend of the environ-
ment and as long as we contin-
ue buying things made there,
pollution will continue [2].

Usually, one way to reduce
pollution is by using natural
gas. However, China is expand-
ing on coal to natural gas
plants that effectively create
seven times more pollution
than a conventional natural gas
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changes to the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) [4]. Separate-
ly, the ACA has experienced
numerous problems since
starting on October 1 [5].
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China Pollution

plant [3].

Moreover, the pollution in
China continues to extend to
other reagons. For instance,
one study indicates Chinese
polluted air is responsible for
elevated mercury levels detect-
ed on Mount Fuji [4].
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War grows out of the
desire of the individual to
gain advantage at the

expense of his fellow man—

Napoleon Hill
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